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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Deuteronomy

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Deuteronomy.  God’s grace is the incentive to grateful obedience.

II. God’s Gracious Treatment of His People: a Review from Sinai to Moab.  Chapters 1-4.

A. The Wilderness “Wanderings.”  Chapters 1-2.

1. The reason: Israel’s failure to obey God’s command to take the promised land

the first time He commanded.

2. The time: Israel spent 40 years to make and 11 day journey.  God kept them

in the wilderness until the entire generation of men of way died, except for

Caleb and Joshua.

3. God’s Presence and Provision for Israel.  It is the grace of God to His people. 

It is especially summarized in 2:7.

B. The Conquests.

1. God did not give them Seir (Esau), nor Moab, nor Ammon.  Israel had not

trouble with them.  This shows God’s grace at work in the protection of His

people.  Israel was to take the promised land of Canaan.

2. God gave Israel victory over Sihon and Og.  Note that Moses first offered

both kings terms of peace.  Israel asked to pass through their lands peaceably

and pay for food and water.  Both kings refused and came out against Israel

to fight.  By God’s grace, Israel defeated them.  This resulted in more land



than God had originally promised; so, we see in this abundant grace from

God.

C. God’s Faithfulness to His Word.

1. God is faithful to His word, whether promise or threat, even when it comes

to chastisement.

2. Moses calls the people to faithful, careful, diligent obedience to God’s law

in answer to God’s grace, as a matter of gratitude.

3. Moses issues the threat of chastisement from God for disobedience to His

law.

4. Election (of God’s people, from eternity) is grounded in the love of God. 

4:37.

5. The first cities of refuge are set apart.  Again, this is a sign of God’s grace. 

He gave them cities of refuge so that one who accidentally killed someone

else (“the manslayer”) could flee to a city of refuge and be kept from

suffering death at the hands of the blood avenger of the dead person.  He

could stay until the death of the high priest and then return in safety to his

home.  We can see the foreshadowing of Christ and the gospel in this.  We

who are sinners, and deserving of death at the hands of the avenging angel of

the Lord, have only to flee to Christ to find safety.  His death, the death of our

Great High Priest, not only protects us here, but will bring us to our final

home in glory.  From the OT saint’s place in history, he had safety even while

he looked forward to the death of the High Priest, so that when it finally

happened at the cross, he and all the OT saints would have their eternity in



resurrection glory assured.  The ordinance of the city of refuge taught them

that they could trust Him who was promised to them for that.

III. The Matter for Grateful Obedience: a Review of God’s Law.  Chapters 5-26.

A. The Second Giving of the Law.  Chapter 5.  God’s moral law is summarized in the

Ten Commandments.  (That is what the Greek word “Deuteronomy” means: literally

“second law.”) As God’s moral law, it cannot be done away with because it reflects

God’s holiness.  None of the Ten Commandments can be or has been repealed. 

There are positive law (law given for a specific people in a specific time and

circumstance) qualifications to some that can be and have been changed, such as the

OT seventh day changed to the NT first day for the Sabbath.  But the moral principles

cannot be repealed, such as the obligation to set aside one day in seven, on the day

that God commands, for the worship of God.

B. Further Recounting of Past Events.  Chapters 6-11.  These are focused on the pattern:

God has bestowed His grace; therefore, obey God’s law and be rewarded by His

grace.  Warnings and threats are also included: disobey God’s law and be chastised.

C. Repeated Sub-Themes.  Chapters 12-17.  Idolatry is forbidden.  Disobedience to God

is forbidden.  Various aspects of worship are addressed, including the Regulative

Principle of Worship in 12:32.  It is a Biblical principle that says God regulates by

His word how He is to be worshiped, and we may not worship Him in any way that

He does not command, either by explicit command/prohibition,

approved/unapproved example, or theological inference.

D. Laws Particularly Needed for Israel’s Entry into the Promised Land.  Chapters 19-21. 

Their entry was imminent; instructions were needed before they went in, such as the



cities of refuge, maintaining boundaries for the inheritance of the land, and warfare. 

Some of the laws are more ceremonial and typical, some are more moral and ethical.

E. “Sundry Laws.”  Chapters 22-25.  It seems like a mixed jumble.  We must discern

which are ceremonial, which are civil, and which are moral.  We also look for

connecting themes.  For example, in 24:6-21 the theme seems to be ensuring the

well-being of others in matters of social justice by not looking to your own interests;

cf. Phil. 2:3-4; Ps. 15; Jas. 5.  Many of these laws are worded in such a way as to

keep God’s people from following the ways of the nations they will dispossess of the

land and the nations around them (cf. 23:17-20).  At the same time, they embody

moral principles that always endure.  Some of these are case law (cf. 25:4).  They

give a specific case in which a moral principle is applied, so God’s people can

understand how to apply the same moral principle in other cases (circumstances and

occurrences).

F. Various Discussions.  Throughout Chapters 5-26.

1. The storehouse concept of diaconal care is discussed in 26:12.

2. In 17:4ff. the kingdom of Israel is foretold.  In 18: 15ff. the prophets, leading

to Christ as Prophet, are foretold.

3. In 22:9-11, ceremonial laws are given that teach the principle that God’s

people are not to take on the ways of the unbelieving world.  The principle

is stated in 2 Cor. 6:14 - 7:1.

4. The Lord’s concern for sexual purity is discussed in 22:13-30.  Principles of

faithfulness, commitment, and purity reflect our relation to God; thus, as Paul

teaches in Eph. 5:22-33, marriage is meant to be a reflection of Christ’s



relationship to His bride, the church.  One thing we find in this passage is the

Bible’s answer to the problem of an unmarried Christian man and woman

who fall into the sin of fornication: marriage.

IV. The Outcome of Grateful Obedience: Blessing, Not Curse (Chastisement).  Chapters 27-28.

A. Curses for Disobedience.  Chapter 27.

B. Blessings for Obedience.  Chapter 28.

V. Conclusions.  Chapters 29-34.

A. The Covenant Reiterated in Moab.  The reason is that the new generation about to

enter the promised land after the old generation died are reminded that they are God’s

unique people.  Cf. Deut. 29:29 - the future is unknown, but the covenant realities are

revealed by the revealed word of God that gives God’s people His revealed will.

B. Moses’ Farewell and Death.

1. He gives his last counsel and his prediction of Israel’s fall, and Joshua is

ordained.

2. The Song of Moses and blessing of Moses are given.

3. The death of Moses takes place.  Moses was the author of all the Pentateuch

except for the last chapter of Deuteronomy.  Joshua would have been the one

to complete the book by recording Moses’ death.  

C. Two Summary Ideas.

1. God is the unique God (4:35; 6:4; 10:17; etc.).

2. Israel (the Lord’s OT church) is God’s unique people: the elect people of

God; the beloved people of God (4:31; 10:15; 29:13; etc.).


