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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Genesis

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Genesis.  Beginnings; or, Origins leading to the origin of the covenant

people of God.

B. General Information.  Necessary to understand the purpose and outline of the book.

1. Genesis was authored by Moses as part of the Pentateuch (first five books of

the Bible, also known as the Law or the Torah).

2. Genesis, like all the books of the Bible, was inspired by the Spirit of God.  It

is the word of God given through human authors.  The Holy Spirit used

Moses as a compiler and editor, as well as author.  God often had His

prophets (OT authors of Scripture) use material that was passed down

through His people.  It was still inspired by the Holy Spirit in how it was

used, worded, and put together.

3. Why Genesis?  Why Origins?  God’s people need to know their origins as

people and as His people to see God confidently as Creator, Sovereign

Authority, and Savior, as well as the Source of truth and promise, the

trustworthy One.

4. False Hypotheses of Authorship.  There are several, mainly stemming from

Theological Liberalism from the 19  and 20  centuries.  JEPD is perhaps theth th

most well-known.  These are false and easily disproved.  For example, just



note how many times Genesis refers to Moses’ authorship at the command

of God.

II. Origin of the Material Universe and Man.  Chapters 1-2.

A. The Creation of the World.  Chapter 1.

1. The world was created in 6 ordinary days (24 hour days).  There are other

interpretations of Gen. 1.  Some are based on the symmetry of the account of

the days.  But Gen. 1 is history, not simply a literary structure.  Ex. 20:8-11 

and other exegetical evidence proves the days of creation to be ordinary days.

2. The importance of this is to show that: 

a. God is the Creator of all things.

b. the dependence of all things upon Him as both Creator and Sustainer.

c. Our dependence upon Him day by day to sustain us

d. The weekly structure with one day reserved for worshiping Him. 

Note: while God made heavenly bodies and cycles to mark all other

time periods, there is no astronomical body or cycle to mark the time

period of a week; there is only God’s setting of it by the creation

week.  Yet, the Fourth Commandment confirms that the week, with

one day in seven set aside for the worship of God, is essential to the

obedient life of God’s people.

3. 6/24 hour day creation demonstrates that the secular doctrine of evolution is

both impossible and untrue.

B. The Special Creation of Man, and His Place.  Chapter 2.

1. Man is a 2 part being, body and soul, the image of God instilled in him.  



2. To put the creation ordinances of the Sabbath, work, and marriage, man was

given a helper, woman.  Gen. 2 plainly establishes that marriage is to be

between one man and one woman.

III. The Origin of Sin and Salvation.  Chapters 3-5.

A. The Origin of Sin in the Fall of Man.  Chapter 3.

1. The entry of sin into the world.  Its agent was Satan.  Its instruments/

executors were Adam and Eve.

2. We already see the importance of the covenant for understanding the origin

of God’s particular people.  The covenant of works, made with Adam and all

his posterity descending from him by ordinary generation, was imposed by

God in Gen. 2:16-17, and broken in Gen. 3:6.

3. Upon the conviction for sin and the curse of condemnation, we immediately

see God’s mercy and grace as the covenant of grace is imposed and

announced with the gospel in the protoevangelium of Gen. 3:15.

4. There were other things that pointed to Christ that God instituted and used as

means of grace.  For example, the sacrifice of animals by shedding their

blood to cover the nakedness of Adam and Eve.  This poignantly emphasized

the “exposure” of guilt for sin and the complete lack of protection or hiding

place from condemnation and punishment; and that blood would have to be

shed and death suffered by One who would substitute Himself in place of

sinners so that their guilt and shame would be taken away; this is what the

Seed of Eve would do to destroy the works of the devil in bringing sin into

the world as the seed of the serpent.



5. The division between the covenant and non-covenant line was announced and

shown in the enmity placed between the sources of the two lines: Eve (as

mother of all “living”) and Satan (as progenitor of those who will remain

“dead in trespasses and sins” [Eph. 2:1]).  Note: Adam did not become head

of the covenant of grace that would bring the promise of salvation from sin;

the Seed of the woman is the Head of that covenant.

B. The Origin of Two Covenant Lines.  Chapter 4.

1. Cain and Abel.  Historical men who also served as prototypes showing the

development as two principles or lines reach to their descendants: Cain as the

seed of the serpent; Abel as the seed of the woman.  Abel was killed as the

seed of the serpent sought to eliminate the seed of the woman who would

crush his head and destroy him.  It was an attempt to circumvent God’s

promise of salvation by wiping out the hope of the world that rested upon one

man, Abel.  But God did not let that happen.  This is a theme seen time and

again throughout the Old Testament: the hope of the world in the survival of

God’s promise comes down to one man.  Each time, he does not turn out to

be the One whom God promised, His Messiah, but foreshadowed the

eventual advent of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, the One upon whom the hope

of the world truly rests and is fulfilled and met.  For Christians, hope = the

certainty of the fulfillment of God’s promise.

2. The non-covenant line.  The descent of the non-covenant line from Cain is

shown.  Particular emphasis is placed upon the development of culture and

its pursuits, apart from submission to God, as substitutes for worshiping God. 



It shows the unsaved engaged in the worship of mankind and his

achievements.  Notice in Lamech the origin of a strain of violence that

intends self-interest.

C. Re-Origination of Hope for the Covenant Line.  Chapter 5.

1. The birth of Seth.  First given in 4:25.  Hebrew for “Seth” means “substitute. 

God provided for Himself a substitute for Abel to ensure the continuation of

the covenant line and the fulfillment of His promise.  Naming him “Seth”

indicated Adam and Eve’s trust in God’s covenant promise of the Messiah,

and their hope of its fulfillment.

2. The descent of the covenant line.  Throughout the chapter, we see the

proliferation of the covenant line for many generations, as God used families

to pass faith in His promise along from generation to generation.  Not all of

the children of the antediluvian fathers are pointed out, but it is likely that

more than the one named called upon the name of the Lord as the “sons of

God.”

IV. Devastation and Deliverance.  Chapters 6-9.

A. Devastation of the Covenant Line.  Chapter 6.

1. Another attempt by the evil one and those in his kingdom to wipe out the

covenant line through subtlety and deception by intermarriage with the non-

covenant line.

2. The descent into greater sinfulness, and less faith and worship of God, was

marked by violence.  Note the statement of total depravity in 6:5, of those

who were not God’s covenant people because they had not “found favor”



(received grace).

3. These descriptions show that sin is judgment-worthy.

4. Again, hope comes down to one man, Noah.  Note how God deals with

Noah’s entire family for the sake of Noah the believer who had received

God’s grace (“found favor”).

5. The calling of Noah to his task and instructions for building the ark.

6. Reiteration of the covenant of grace.  Now, it passes from the Adamic

administration of the covenant of grace and enters the Noahic administration

of the covenant of grace.  Same covenant; advanced revelation of it.

B. Devastation of the Sinful Earth and People.  Chapter 7.

1. The flood is the temporal judgment of God that foreshadows the final

judgment.  Note its completeness; not one outside of the covenant of grace

survived, except Ham, who was an unbeliever within the external

manifestation of the covenant of grace as a member of Noah’s family, but

without the internal manifestation of salvation in his heart (see C.4. below).

2. Noah’s work.  He not only built the ark.  He was a preacher of righteousness

and the gospel for 120 years—with no conversions.  Don’t grow discouraged

in the work of confessing Christ before men.

C. The Deliverance of Noah, and Along with Him, the Covenant Line.  Chapters 8-9.

1. He and his family were saved from the temporal judgment of the flood by the

ark.  It foreshadows salvation from eternal judgment for those who are hidden

in Christ and borne through the judgment safely by Him.  It pictures, too, the

federal headship of Christ.  In all that He accomplished by His saving work,



it was as though all His covenant people were gathered in Him.  It was as

though they accomplished what He accomplished because it counts for us the

same as if we had been able and had accomplished it ourselves; we were

hidden in Him as He carried us through it.

2. Noah offered sacrifice to God as a matter of His establishing the next

administration of the covenant of grace with Noah as He promised before the

flood.

3. It is sometimes known as the covenant of common grace.  It is still

established with God’s people, with the rest of creation as a beneficiary of

some of its promises.  But ultimately, even that is for the sake of God’s elect,

to promise and give a safe enough world for His plan of redemption to be

carried out in Christ, and all of His elect finally to be called to saving faith

unto their salvation.

4. Note also, though, that one traitor, Ham, an apostate of the non-covenant line,

was allowed by God to survive and be exposed for what he was after the

flood.  This confirmed that the world was still under the curse, and sin and

unbelief were still present.  Thus, Noah was shown not to be the promised

Seed of the woman to destroy the works of the devil.

Confusion and the Covenant Line Developed.  Chapters 10-50.  Since this is so substantial a portion

of Genesis, the outline will show this as a separate section and the numbering sequence will

continue.

V. The Line of Confusion.  Chapters 10-11.

A. Noah’s Descendants.



1. A brief focus on the descendants of Japheth.  Due to Abram’s blessing in

9:27, the importance of Japheth would be seen later.  He is a foreshadowing

of all Gentiles who would come to salvation through the blessing of the

gospel and the Messiah, who would come from the Israelites, or Shemites.

2. A greater focus on Ham as the non-covenant line.  He is the foreshadowing

of all who will not come to Christ, and will thus be condemned.  It is not

strictly ethnic or biological heredity, including in the New Testament.  Now,

many Christians come from the land of Ham (Egypt).  But that does not

change the fact that God works through Christian families to pass the faith

along from generation to generation according to His promise.

3. A bare listing of Shem’s descendants.  The unfolding of this line comes later.

B. The Tower of Babel.  Chapter 11.  It is likely that this is the “dividing” of the land

that took place in Peleg’s day (see 10:25).  The people’s refusal to “fill the earth”

according to God’s mandate (1:28; 9:1), as well as their idolatry, led to the Lord’s

judgment on them, whereby He confused (divided) their languages and scattered

them.

1. Following that account comes the descendants of Shem with their ages,

leading to Abram.

2. Note: the post-diluvian (after-the-flood) fathers lived fewer years than the

antediluvian (before-the-flood) fathers.  Because of various manifestations of

sin on the earth, God slowly decreased lifespans.  It is reminiscent of other

phenomena; for example, the Second Law of Thermodynamics.  It is another

disproof of evolution.



3. This section works down to Abram and his situation, and sets the stage for his

story to unfold as the next portion of Genesis.

VI. The Covenant Line in Abraham.  William Hendriksen: “His life is an illustration of the

manner in which men, in all ages, are saved.”  He means, by faith ALONE; but a faith that

produces evidence that it is real by the loving and grateful response of obedience to God.  He

adds later, “Confidence in God, come what may, and resulting obedience to God,

characterizes Abraham’s life.”

A. Abraham Leaves His Home.  Chapter 12.  Abram went out on God’s command,

which was followed by God’s promise as the beginning of covenantal language God

used with him.

1. Abram journeyed the breadth and length of the promised land.

2. Abram journeyed into Egypt.  This was somewhat like a foray into

worldliness, not trusting God to provide during famine.  After trouble with

a king that God turns around into a blessing, he returns to Canaan as a matter

of repentance, and worships God.

B. Abram Separates from Lot.  Chapter 13.  Lot is of the covenant line, but is caught up

by the attractions of the world, and slips deeply into worldliness.

1. The promises of a land and a seed pronounced in vss. 14ff. in anticipation of

the covenant ceremony of chapter 17.  God knows when we need reassurance

and encouragement.  He is good to reward godliness, by grace, as He did for

Abram’s unselfish act toward Lot, in giving him his choice.

C. Abram and Melchizedek.  Chapter 14.  The war of the kings is the occasion for

Abram to rescue Lot and be blessed by Melchizedek.  Melchizedek is a type (an Old



Testament person, place, or thing that foreshadows a New Testament fulfillment by

Christ or a gospel truth) of Christ (see Hebrews 7).

D. Abram’s Faith and Justification.  Chapter 15.  Abram voiced his God-given faith in

God’s promise, and God declared Abram to be counted as righteous in His sight

through faith; i.e., the righteousness of God was imputed to Abram through faith. 

Then God carried out a covenant ceremony, establishing the next administration of

the covenant of grace with Abram.  This shows that the condition to enter the

covenant of grace, in which God guarantees salvation to His elect, is faith alone, and

that a God-given faith (Eph. 2:8-9), so that salvation is wholly of the Lord (Jonah

2:9).  The covenant ceremony showed that God so stands by His promise that if He

were not to keep it, He gave His oath that He would die, and God can’t die.  Notice

that God deals with Abram’s whole household up to this point; so, this administration

of the covenant of grace stresses grace, and establishes the visible church.

E. Sarah and Hagar.  Chapter 16.  Sarah tried to take matters of God’s promise into her

own hands when she had not yet borne a child in the time she thought she should. 

She put herself, Abram, and Hagar in an untenable position by maneuvering Abram

into adultery with Hagar.  God resolved it by bringing Hagar back in from the

wilderness to which she ran, and by giving her a promise regarding her unborn son. 

But he would not be the son of Abram through whom the covenant line would

survive, descend, and flourish.  Note: this episode involved serious sin, especially in

distrusting God’s promise and His ability to fulfill it.  Serious sin brings serious

trouble as a consequence, both in the present and future.

F. Reiteration and Expansion of Covenant Promises.  Chapter 17.  God adds a



sacramental sign and seal of the covenant of grace for the Old Testament; namely,

circumcision.  (It is one of two OT sacraments, the other being the Passover, that are

changed to and paralleled in the NT by baptism and the Lord’s Supper.)  This is when

God changed Abram’s name to Abraham to signify his special relation to God and

separation from the world.  Another reason circumcision was added was to signify

that separation and thus a sign of membership in the visible church.  Note the

circumcision of Ishmael, even though Abraham knew that he was not the child of

promise and not in the covenant line.  This is another of the many reasons for

applying the NT sign and seal of the covenant of grace to the children of believers

whether we know they are believers yet or not.

G. Sodom and Gomorrah.  Chapters 18-19.

1. Abraham pleads for Sodom and Gomorrah to be spared, but their wickedness

is too great.  There is only one man there with faith in the Lord.

2. Sodom and Gomorrah are a type of the final judgment of unbelieving sinners

for their wickedness.

3. Lot, though himself of the covenant line (2 Pet. 2:6-7), would not continue

the covenant line in his descendants.  His descendants, through wicked

debasement perpetrated upon him by his daughters, were not of the covenant

line; he was the progenitor of the nations of Moab and Ammon.  Again, sin

has consequences, and worldliness pervading the Christian’s life can be the

catalyst for God to end the propagation of the covenant people through him.

H. Abraham’s Lie to Abimelech.  Chapter 20.  God brought good for Abraham out of

the situation when Abraham repented.  God protected Sarah from harm.



I. Isaac’s Birth, Offering, and Marriage.  Chapters 21-24.  God extended the covenant

line through one son of promise.  The hope of the world came down to one man, in 

a foreshadowing of Christ.

1. Abraham’s faith led him to trust God for His promise (chapter 21), and obey

God willingly, not as a means of justification, but as a result of it (chapter

22).

2. The near-sacrifice of Isaac was itself a type of the believer’s resurrection from

the dead (see Heb. 11:17-19).

3. The ram found caught in the thicket and put in Isaac’s place on the altar was

a foreshadowing (type) of the penal, substitutionary atonement that Christ

would make on behalf of and in place of His people, that we would receive

the forgiveness of sin because of His suffering of God’s wrath “on the altar”

of God’s judgment.

VII. The Covenant Line in Isaac.  Chapters 25-26.

A. Summaries.  Chapter 25.  Of Abraham’s death; of the non-covenant line propagated

through Ishmael; of the covenant line propagated through Isaac.

B. Isaac: In the World, but Not of the World.  Chapter 26.  There was an attempt by

worldlings to defraud him of wells that were rightfully his.  It shows that Isaac is not

of the same stripe.  Those who are in God’s covenant of grace enjoy a new heart, and

are in the world, but not of the world.

VIII. The Covenant Line in Jacob.  Chapters 27-36.

A. Jacob’s Deception.  Chapter 27.  Jacob stole both the birthright and the blessing from

Esau.  He deceived his father to get the blessing. God fulfilled His promise even



through sinful manipulation by Rebekah and Jacob.  The sovereign God brings His

good plan to pass even through the sinful actions of men.

B. Jacob’s Time in Paddan-Aram.  Chapters 28-31.

1. Jacob’s travel.  Chapter 28.  God gave Jacob a dream in which He repeated

His covenant promise.  In the dream he saw the ladder that bridged between

heaven and earth, and angels ascending and descending on it to reveal God

to His people by His word.  Isn’t the ladder another reminder of Christ? 

Jacob believed God’s promise and vowed to serve God as a response to Him.

2. Jacob received what he dished out.  Chapters 28-29.  Laban deceived him,

and he ended up with two wives.  Further manipulations give him two

concubines as well, and a combined total of 13 sons, a daughter, and lots of

family turmoil.  Yet, God’s work in his sanctification over a long period of

time is clearly seen.

C. Jacob Faced Esau.  Chapters 32-33.  God preserved Jacob.  Jacob learned about

earnest prayer.  Jacob returned to the promised land, while Esau went back to Seir

(Edom) as an unbeliever and one of the nations that ended up being arrayed against

God’s people Israel.

D. Jacob and Family in the Promised Land.  Chapters 34-36.  The covenant line

continued and flourished, though none of the land was actually theirs, yet.  God

brings flourishing to His people even though much sin abounds.  However, when

God’s people seek to obey Him submissively and faithfully, they receive blessings

of flourishing all the more.  Chapter 36 provides a summary of the non-covenant line

in Esau, his fallen estate marked by his disrespect and disobedience to his parents in



taking multiple wives just to anger them.  It is characteristic in Genesis for such a

summary of the non-covenant line to precede a new section of the history of God’s

covenant people to be unfolded in much greater detail with more important focus.

IX. The Covenant Line in Joseph and the Patriarchs.  Chapters 37-50.

A. Joseph is Sold into Egypt.  Chapter 37.  His older brothers sold him as a slave.  Even

in captivity as a slave, God prospers Joseph and his service as he seeks to honor and

glorify God.

B. Judah and Tamar.  Chapter 38.  Judah’s pre-eminence over his older three brothers

develops.  This will continue in the tribe of Judah throughout the Old Testament as

the Lord prepares that tribe for Christ to be born into the world through it.  In Judah’s

life and encounter with Tamar, plenty of sin is evident.  But Judah’s lifelong practice

of repentance upon conviction of sin is also evident; thus, the slow progress of

sanctification is also evident, giving outwardly noticeable evidence that he had saving

faith in the Lord’s promised Redeemer.  Through Judah’s sin with Tamar, God

included Gentiles in the covenant line, and in the ancestry of Jesus.

C. Joseph’s Slavery Gives Way to His Rise to Power in Egypt.  Chapters 39-41.  In

God’s providence and by His blessing, Joseph becomes “prime minister” of Egypt. 

He carries out a wise plan to preserve Egypt during the famine that God had indicated

by Pharaoh’s dreams and Joseph’s interpretation of them.  Note in Gen. 41:16 how

Joseph gave glory to God for the revelation of the future that would come through

Joseph as God’s instrument.

D. Joseph’s Dealings with His Brothers.  Chapters 42-50.  The famine reached Canaan

and brought about Joseph’s contact and eventual reunion with his brothers.  It led to



Jacob/Israel’s migration with his family to Egypt.

1. The great conclusion to all of the dealings with his brothers comes in

Joseph’s statement in Gen. 50:20, “And as for you, you meant evil against

me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to

preserve many people alive.”  As succinct a statement of God’s sovereign

control of all things, and especially His foreordaining of even the evil acts of

evil men to bring about His good plan, as can be found in Scripture.

2. Joseph’s command to take his bones back to the promised land shows his

faith in God’s covenant promise of redemption, resurrection, and eternal life

in the heavenly country (Heb. 11:16) that the promised land foreshadowed,

promises given by the sovereign God of his salvation.  The same sovereign

God is the God who has given His covenant oath and promise to all of His

elect people, and all His promises have their “Yes!” in Jesus Christ because

He has fulfilled them.


