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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Joshua

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Joshua: God leads and establishes His people in the promised land.

B. Introductory Notes.

1. The introduction to the book is found in Jos. 1:1-9.  Like a good paper, the

outline of the book is found in the introduction.  Vs. 2 anticipates entering the

land.  Vs. 5 anticipates conquering the land.  Vs. 6 anticipates inheriting the

land.  Vs. 7 anticipates obeying God in the land.

2. The covenant promises to Israel under the Abrahamic administration of the

covenant of grace were for a seed and a land.  The first was fulfilled in

Exodus; the second in Joshua.

3. “Joshua” in Hebrew is yehoshua or yeshua, which mean “Jehovah is

salvation.”  The Greek transliteration in the New Testament is Iesous.  The

English is “Jesus.”  Thus, Jesus is Jehovah who leads us to our promised land

of rest; Jesus is our salvation who establishes us in our promised land and

gives us eternal rest.

II. Jehovah Leads as Israel Enters the Land.  Chapters 1-5.  Israel was marked out as God’s

peculiar people, who partook of the blessings of the land and were met by the Captain of the

Lord’s hosts.

A. Jehovah’s Commission and Joshua Takes Command.  Chapter 1.



1. Jehovah’s commission to Joshua was to obey, and he would prosper in God’s

design; but it was also a charge to be courageous.

2. Joshua commanded the people to prepare.  He was not delaying obedience to

the Lord, but taking the time to carry out a complex operation with Biblical

wisdom.  So, he formulated and pursued a plan with steps to accomplish the

goal, and each of the steps obeyed the Lord.

B. Jehovah Protects the Spies and Gives Promises to Rahab.  Chapter 2.

1. Rahab risked her life for the spies, who were God’s people.  She placed her

life in the hands of God, whom she trusted could save and preserve her and

her family.

2. The promise was signified by the scarlet thread.  That same kind of theme is

what we look for throughout Scripture because the central theme of Scripture

is Jesus Christ, who shed His blood so that God would save and preserve us

from His well-deserved judgment.  Christ willingly shed His crimson blood

so that our scarlet sins would be washed as white as snow.

C. Jehovah Leads Israel across the Jordan.  Chapters 3-5.

1. Chapters 3-4.  God is faithful to His promise and takes them across by means

of a miracle (stopping the flow of Jordan).  He led them across as is signified

by the priests who carried the ark of the covenant across ahead of the people. 

Memorial stones are set up to commemorate both His faithfulness and

miracle.

2. Chapter 5.  Israel performs the OT sacraments at God’s command. 

Circumcision signified the cleansing away of sin by the atonement that would



be made by the promised Messiah, as it was foreshadowed by the animal

sacrifices; and it signified, by the symbol of cutting away the stiffness of

neck, the regeneration of the heart (Deut. 10:16).  It was a bloody OT

sacrament that corresponds to the un-bloody NT sacrament of baptism, which

signifies exactly the same things, but uses a different symbol, sprinkling with

water (Eze. 36:25-26; John 3:5; Rom. 6:4-5; Titus 3:5).  The Passover was

the OT bloody sacrament that corresponds to the NT un-bloody sacrament of

the Lord’s Supper.  It signifies the death of Christ in the giving over of His

body and blood to the torments of the cross under the wrath of God to make

atonement for His people’s sins.  In this, they have forgiveness of sins, and

His righteousness by which He merits for them eternal life is also signified

by the bread, since bread was considered the staff of life in Scripture. 

Believers in Christ are in union with Him in His death and resurrection; it is

the basis of both regeneration and the progressive sanctification that faith in

Christ always produces; sanctification that always follows upon justification. 

The Lord’s Supper signifies the inward reality of the benefits of Christ’s

death in which the believer partakes by faith, and by the Supper, God conveys

grace to the believer to build him up in his faith and equip him for the

Christian life.

III. Jehovah Leads as Israel Conquers the Land.  Chapters 6-12.

A. Conquest of the Center of the Land.  Chapters 6-10:28.

1. Conquest of Jericho.  God’s presence was in the midst of His people to give

them victory.



2. Conquest of Ai.  There was a delay in the victory because of Achan and his

sin.  Unrepentant sin amongst God’s people, even hidden sin, hinders the

church’s victory in its battle.  When it had been dealt with by means of

discipline, God gave them victory when they turned the first bad situation

with Achan to a good purpose as part of the strategy to defeat the enemy.

3. The ceremony at Mounts Gerizim and Ebal.  The people were taught that

God’s law is the standard of holiness and of life for His people.  They could

not obey it perfectly, so to deal with the curse that results from disobedience

to it (announced from the Mount Ebal side of the formation), an atoning

sacrifice needed to be offered for the sinner.  That was what the altar that was

erected on Mount Ebal showed.   It prefigured Christ’s sacrifice for His sinful

people to be forgiven, and prefigured His constant intercession for us.  The

Mount Gerizim side announced blessing for obedience to God’s law, which

is still the responsibility and result for God’s people.

4. The covenant with Gibeon.  It was ill-conceived without seeking and

receiving God’s guidance through prayer and His word.  It warns us of the

subtle, deceptive ways of the world to lure us into disobediently making a

pact of peace with the unbelieving world.  This is a device of the enemy to

foil the church’s conquest of the world (now by means of the gospel).

5. Protecting Gibeon.  The 5 southern kings attacked.  Israel defeated them with

God’s help, including the miraculous lengthening of the day, in order to allow

the battle to be finished and the enemy completely defeated.  In God’s

providence, these southern kings came to Israel; Israel did not have to go root



them out of their cities.  In defeating them, Israel received providential

guidance to go south in the next step of the conquest.  This is the

interpretation of God’s providence by means of Biblical principle, not by

dreams, visions, trances (all of which were reserved to prophets

commissioned by God in the OT church and apostles, prophets, and

evangelists commissioned by Christ in the NT church), divination by sheep

intestines, or any such thing.  The Puritans and Scottish Presbyterians in the

17  and 18  centuries were particularly good at applying Biblical principlesth th

to unfolding events of life to understand what God was conveying by His

providence.

B. Conquest of the South of the Land.  Chapter 10:29-43.

1. The language of total destruction is used.  But Israel did not settle in the cities

yet, and had not come into contact with everyone in the land.  Thus, Hebron

and Debir must still be taken after this campaign, as seen in Jgs. 1.

2. “At one time” means “in one campaign,” though it took some time to

complete the campaign.  We see this summarized in vss. 40-42.  Cf. also

11:18.

3. “Because the Lord...”  A theme to remember as one reads the book.

C. Conquest of the North of the Land.  Chapter 11.

1. The enemies banded together, but the Lord still gave His people victory.

2. Vss. 19-20 show God’s sovereignty in bringing a people to judgment for their

wickedness.  God hardened their hearts not to surrender to Israel, but to fight,

be defeated, and meet their deaths.  God judged them by dispossessing them



of their land.  This foreshadows the final judgment.

3. Vss. 18, 23c indicate that the battles were not easy nor quickly won.  It

reminds us of Acts 14:22, “...through many tribulations we must enter the

kingdom of God.”  The rest the land had from war reminds us of the periods

of rest that the Christian has in this life from his battles against the world, the

flesh, and the devil when he takes refuge in the gathered body of Christ, in

fellowship with God through Christ and in the Spirit, and in fellowship with

fellow Christians.  This especially takes place on the Lord’s Day, the New

Testament Sabbath, in the worship service (see Pilgrim’s Progress and the

Castle Beautiful, an allegory of the church).  It reminds us, too, that we will

ultimately reach the eternal Sabbath rest of Heb. 4 that God’s people have

when we finish our battles in this life and pass from the church militant to the

church triumphant.  Meanwhile, there are more battles to be fought (see

IV.A.1. below).

D. Summary of the Conquest.  Chapter 12.

IV. Jehovah Establishes Israel by the Inheritance of the Land.  Chapters 13-21.

A. Jehovah Fulfills His Promises in the Midst of His and Our Enemies.  Chapters 13-14.

1. The conquest and dispossession, therefore the battles, were not over.  Some

of the enemies who did not live in the conquered cities were still in the land,

though the enemy domination of the land was broken, their kings vanquished. 

Each tribe was then given the responsibility to complete the clearing of its

own inheritance.

2. Some of the inheritances had already been given.  Reuben, Gad, and the half-



tribe of Manasseh had already received theirs across the Jordan, on the east

side, in the territories where Sihon and Og had been conquered.  Those tribes

had been faithful to carry out with care and diligence their promise to help

their brothers conquer the rest of the promised land.  It was God’s

faithfulness to bring it about.

3. Note chapter 13:14, 33.  Another inheritance had already been received, as

it were.  The Levites had been told, and it was reiterated here, that they were

to receive no inheritance in the land because God was to be their portion.  It

still is true that the Lord is the source of the care for His ministers as they

shepherd the flock of God.  They are not attached to any particular place

except at the Lord’s pleasure and call through His church; they are to be ready

to go where He calls as He uses His church to be the instrument through

which He calls.  It also applies to God’s people generally that we are now “a

kingdom of priests.”  The Lord is our Provider, as well as our Portion and

Delight.  Thus, we can avoid worry by depending on Him by faith for our

provision as we keep ourselves from idols.  Thus also, we do not view this

world as our permanent home.

4. Caleb’s inheritance.  Caleb was rewarded for his faithfulness and obedience

according to God’s promise.  It was still a matter of grace; any reward we

receive is rewarded by grace (undeserved favor of God) because we owe God

obedience as His people anyway—not to earn salvation, but as a response of

love and gratitude to the God who has saved us.  Note that Caleb had to wait

a long time for the promise to be fulfilled, but it was fulfilled.  Note also that



he asked for only that which was promised, avoiding greed.  He is an

example for us, not only to avoid greed, but also to pray God’s promises back

to Him.

5. The division of the land by lot.  (14:1-2.)  The Lord gives us our inheritance

by covenant, too (Eph. 1:11-14; Col. 1:12).  Each tribe was given its specified

area and borders, distinct from the rest.  We find the personal aspect of this

in John 14:2-3.

B. Jehovah Gives Judah’s Portion.  Chapter 15.

1. The pre-eminence of Judah appears again, being the first lot for inheritance.

C. Jehovah Gives Joseph’s Portion.  Chapters 16-17.  This is Ephraim and the other

half-tribe of Manasseh.

1. Note the abundance of physical, earthly blessings upon Joseph as prophesied

by Jacob in Gen. 49:22-26.  Here we can see the contrast with Judah in that

Joseph was the object of parental favoritism and received the lion’s share of

the earthly blessing, while Judah and the tribe descending from him received

great spiritual blessing over time.

D. Jehovah Gives the Other Tribes Their Portions.  Chapters 18-19.

1. A survey of the remainder of the promised land was called for by Joshua.

2. He gave an admonition to the tribes to fulfill their responsibility to mark out

and clear their inheritance.  It was like the exhortations many Christians

receive from their pastors by his preaching, to pursue holiness and clear away

the enemies of the world, the flesh, and the devil from your lives, and to

advance the kingdom of Christ by conquest of the enemies with the gospel.



3. Note the inheritance of Benjamin.  He was Jacob’s other favorite—the son

of Rachel, his chosen bride.  But Judah was the son of Leah, the unloved

wife.  Simeon’s inheritance was in the midst of Judah’s, so that sooner or

later, it would cease to be distinguishable from Judah; this, too, emphasized

the preeminence of Judah, even though Simeon was older, because of

Simeon’s sin of rage and murder of the Shechemites, together with Levi. 

Portions were also given to Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and Dan.  The

portions were given by lot from south to north.  Every tribe’s place was

sovereignly determined by God, even though distributed by lot, cf. Prov.

16:33.

E. Jehovah Sets Aside Special Portions.

1. The cities of refuge.  Some had already been given on the east side of Jordan. 

Now they are given in Canaan in both southern and northern areas.  They

taught God’s people then, and the Scriptural record of them still teaches us

today, that God’s refuge from the blood avenger for our sin is abundant.  And

today we know our Refuge to be God in Christ Jesus.

2. The 48 cities of the Levites.  They were not only priests in the tabernacle, but

preachers, teachers, and leaders of local worship in synagogues spread out

among all of God’s people when they weren’t serving in the tabernacle (later

the temple).  God turned Levi’s chastisement for his rage and murder against

Shechem into a blessing for many.

V. Jehovah Instructs Israel in the Land: Obligations to Worship and Love God.  Chapters 22-24.

A. Jehovah Maintains the Unity of His People.  The altar of witness built by the



returning soldiers of Reuben and Gad served as a warning against pluralism. 

Pluralism is the belief that “there are many roads to God,” that any religion is valid

as long as its adherents are sincere in their beliefs—a false hope.  It served as a

warning against idolatry, disobedience to God, rebellion, and the danger of disunity

and disharmony by the rejection of a portion of God’s people who still believe in

Christ according to God’s word.

B. Jehovah Instructs through Joshua, the Leader of the People.

1. Joshua’s final address was instruction, reminder of God’s faithfulness (24:1-

13), and exhortation therefore to follow God faithfully (24:14-22).

2. Joshua’s death (24:29-33).


