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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Leviticus

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Leviticus.  Fellowship with a holy God by atonement.

II. How God Establishes Fellowship with the Sinner.  Chapters 1-17.

A. By Sacrifice.  Chapters 1-7.  This section sets forth the sacrificial offerings and

regulations for them, with reference to many different kinds of sacrifice.

1. Chapter 1.  Burnt Offerings.  The giving over of a whole life unto death,

picturing a burning death under God’s wrath, which does not end.  The fire

was to be kept burning on the bronze altar all the time.  Thus, there was at

least a smoldering of the morning and evening sacrifice all the time, without

end.  The burnt offering was not eaten at all, but all of it was consumed by the

fire.

2. Chapter 2.  Meal/grain offerings.  This was the basic component of bread,

which was also called the staff of life.  This pictured the opposite of a death

died for sin.  It symbolized a life lived for God, as in obedience, that was

rewarded with life.  So, it symbolized Christ’s active obedience to God’s law,

and indicated His righteousness that is just as necessary as His death for there

to be a full and complete atonement.  Animal sacrifices were always

accompanied by grain offerings of various forms, teaching that atonement is

only fully accomplished by both passive obedience in suffering the penalty



that God’s law demands, and active obedience in fulfilling the requirements

of God’s law for perfect, personal obedience to God’s law.

3. Chapter 3.  Peace Offerings.  The sinner/worshiper laid his hands on the head

of the animal and confessed his sins before the animal was slaughtered.  This

was a symbol of imputation of sins and guilt to the account or record of the

unblemished substitutionary sacrifice.  It laid the sinner’s guilt upon its head,

as a foreshadowing of our sins being laid to Christ’s account.  The peace

offering taught that the sinner was made to be at peace with God by an

atonement.  See Rom. 5:1.

4. Chapter 4.  Sin Offerings.  For “unintentional” sins; i.e., not such willful sin

that it constituted apostasy.  The fat, liver, kidneys were offered on the altar,

but the rest of the animal was taken “outside the camp” to be burned

completely.  It foreshadowed Christ, who was taken outside of Jerusalem to

give up His life for all our sins, even our sins of ignorance, as a sin offering. 

Cf. Isa. 53:10-11.

5. Chapter 5.  Guilt Offerings.  They particularly taught, and teach, that when

we commit sin that we did not know was sin, it is still sin.  It still makes us

just as guilty, and just as in need of an atoning sacrifice.  Lev. 6:1-7 teaches

that intentional sin also needs a guilt offering, but teaches that confession

needs to be part of repentance—repentance that is evident through turning to

righteousness and making amends where possible, like restitution.

6. Chapters 6:8-7:37.  The Priest’s Part in the Offerings.  Several offerings were

to be eaten in part, after God received His part on the altar.  The priests alone



shared in some offerings; God fed them during their duties.  The priest and

his family shared in some offerings; God provided support for his family. 

The priest and the worshiper shared in some offerings.  This taught

symbolically that one must “partake” of the sacrifice to receive its benefits

and have communion with God.  An atonement is necessary.  It symbolized

and foreshadowed “partaking” of Christ’s sacrifice by faith and receiving its

benefits.  Cf. John 6:52-58.

B. Chapters 8-10.  By Priesthood.  This addressed the need for mediation.  The priest

offers sacrifice to make atonement.

1. Consecration/Ordination of the Priest.  Chapter 8.  It teaches that a sinful man

serving both God and sinful men needs atonement for himself.  It also teaches

that one must be called to office in the church (Heb. 5:4).  Furthermore, it

foreshadows and teaches that Christ was sent to be a Priest and Mediator

between God and men, and accomplish atonement.  He was sent because a

mediator and priest was necessary if atonement were to be made through the

offering of a sacrifice.

2. Chapter 9.  Aaron Takes Up the Role of High Priest.  He takes up his duties

and offers sacrifice for his first time.  At the end, when worship with

sacrifices was done properly, God manifests His “pleasure” (satisfaction) by

His powerful appearing in glory and consuming the sacrifice on the altar by

fire from heaven.  This issued in humble worship.  It also shows that God, in

order to be satisfied, consumed the sacrifice, not the sinful people—just as

He would later do with Christ.



3. Chapter 10.  Unacceptable Approach by Priests.  This time, God was not

pleased with their disobedience, their failure to treat God as holy, and

worship in a manner that He did not command.  So His fire consumed the

two priests, not their sacrifice.

C. By Separation.  Chapters 11-15.

1. Chapter 11.  Clean and Unclean Foods.  It teaches that God’s people separate

ourselves and refrain from whatever God says we should.  I.e., we are not to

defile ourselves with sin, especially sins of appetite, no matter what pleasure

we may derive from them.  Cf. Heb. 11:24-26.

2. Chapter 12.  Purification after Childbirth.  This does not teach that having

children is sinful or defiling, nor is sex within marriage between a man and

a woman sinful or defiling.  It is a reminder that the curse still lies on

creation, and there is therefore pain in childbirth, because of man’s fall into

sin.  Thus, an atonement is necessary for the fall, and for the sin nature that

is conveyed to the child through the parents, a sin nature that one has from

the moment of conception.  Cf. Ps. 51:5.

3. Chapters 13-14.  Tests for Cleansing of Leprosy.  Leprosy was an OT device

for teaching God’s people about personal sin and its outbreaks in our lives. 

It shows that sin affects more than ourselves and spreads in us if it is not

checked.  It requires repentance and an atonement.

4. Purification of Bodily Discharges.  Chapter 15.  This teaches the filthiness

and odiousness of sin, and its draining, defiling, and ruin of spiritual health

and vigor.  It requires an atonement.



D. By Expiation.  Chapters 16-17.  The removal—taking away—of guilt and sin.  

1. Chapter 16.  The Scapegoat.  The high priest placed his hands on its head and

confessed Israel’s sins.  He was symbolically laying Israel’s sins to the

account of the goat.  This is a picture of imputation, by which our sins are

laid “upon the head” of Christ; that is, charged to His account.  Then the

scapegoat was driven outside the camp, away from the place where God’s

blessing was, never to return, symbolically taking Israel’s sins with it.  This

is a foreshadowing of the expiation (taking away) of the sins and guilt of the

elect by Christ in His death upon the cross, outside the camp, when God

removed all blessing from Him as part of the punishment He suffered for our

sins.  The scapegoat was a scapegoat because it bore the “blame,” so to speak,

for our sins, as Christ did on the cross with our sins and guilt imputed to Him. 

He did this in place of His people as our Substitute, just as the scapegoat was

seen as a substitute for Israel.

2. Chapter 16.  The Goat of the Sin Offering.  The high priest sprinkled its

blood on the mercy seat on top of the ark of the covenant in the holy of holies

in the tabernacle.  The mercy seat was also known as the propitiatory or

reconciliation; it was symbolic of where the wrath of an angry God was

appeased so that God would be favorable to the sinner whose sin debt was

paid for, and He reconciled the sinner to Himself.  2 Cor. 5:18 tells us that

God reconciled us to Himself through Christ, not counting our trespasses

against us, and He accomplished this when “He made Him who knew no sin

to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in



Him” (2 Cor. 5:21).  Note the substitutionary language, “on our behalf.” 

Note also that the mercy seat “covered” the ark, where the law of God that

condemns men for sin was kept, so mercy “covered” judgment.  The basic

meaning of the Hebrew word for atonement is “a covering.”  At the same

time, mercy was found upon the ark of the covenant, where the law that was

perfectly kept by our Substitute was found.  Substitution was central and

essential to all that happened on the Day of Atonement.

3. Chapter 17.  The Blood for Atonement.  God gave the blood of the sacrifice

to them to make atonement on the altar.  The life of the flesh is in the blood;

it cannot live without blood.  So, blood shed and sprinkled on the altar

signified that the offering was sacrificial/substitutionary and the death was

full and complete.  How clear a type (foreshadowing) that was fulfilled in

Christ’s death!  He suffered as a Sacrifice/Substitute on the cross as though

it were an altar where God’s burning judgment was poured out upon Him,

giving Himself willingly over to death for our sake, shedding His blood there. 

By this, He took away the sins and guilt of His people, which we know as

expiation.

III. How Fellowship with God Is Practiced.  Chapters 18-27.

A. Sanctification.  Chapters 18-22.  God’s people are set apart unto Him; therefore, we

are to live holy lives.  “Be holy, for I am holy.”

1. Chapters 18, 20.  Prohibition of Sexual Sin.  Sexual sin requires atonement. 

Sexual purity is called for in the believer’s life.  See the same idea in 1 Cor.

6:15-20.  Sexual sin is also referred to in terms of unfaithfulness, and thus



used as a picture of idolatry (Jer. 3:6-10, for example).  Chapters 18, 20 teach

specifics about what constitutes sexual sin and what marital relationships are

allowable.  For example, marriage to an aunt or uncle is forbidden, but

marriage to a first cousin is Biblically allowable.  The conclusion in Leviticus

is, don’t mimic the heathen world in these things, don’t commit idolatry

(which sexual sin usually is), and don’t turn to other abominable practices of

mediums and spiritists.

2. Chapter 19.  Prohibitions against idolatry and various laws that convey

principles of holiness and separation from the ways of the world.

3. Chapters 21-22.  Regulations for Priests.  They teach holiness for the priests. 

The general principles involved apply to those in office in the church, though

many specifics do not apply; e.g., the prohibition against marrying a divorced

woman.  This portion also teaches the duties of priests and the unblemished

nature required of the sacrifices.  They foreshadows the sinlessness of Christ.

B. By Celebration (Times of Worship).  Chapters 23-25.  Note well that the weekly

Sabbath is listed first; it is the foundation for the rest; it is given as permanent. 

Atonement by a sacrifice is still stressed as the basis for and enabler of worship given

to God.  Part of worship is shown to be orderliness in the tabernacle, a principle that

carries over into the church.  During Israel’s celebration in worship, an account of the

violation of the holiness of God’s name by blasphemy is given.  Note well: the

blasphemer was the product of a believer’s marriage to an unbeliever.  Note also the

penalty of death for the blasphemy, just as eternal death is the penalty for all who

reject God to the blasphemy of His name and character as a merciful and gracious



God.  In the midst of the material on celebration, then, appears the Lex Talionis, the

“law of retaliation” (“an eye for an eye,” etc.).  It was not given to allow anyone and

everyone to retaliate against whoever wronged them.  That was the mistaken

impression of the Pharisees and Sadducees that Jesus corrected in Matt. 5, the

Sermon on the Mount.  It was given to identify and define the limits of just penalty

to be carried out institutionally; during the theocracy of Israel, it was both church

discipline and civil penalty at the same time.  So, by institutionally, we mean penalty

that was levied officially by institutions for governing faith and life that God set

up—church and government.  And it defined the limits of penalty.  In some cases

specified in God’s word, it was to be followed exactly; in other cases, lesser penalties

could be assessed.  After this comes instructions for the sabbatic year, the Jubilee,

and the law of redemption.  These all typified gospel truths, particularly that the

redemption accomplished by Christ Jesus would free all His people from their

slavery to sin and its condemnation.

C. By Ratification.  Chapters 26-27.  God ratified His people’s fellowship with Him and

His with them by His promises and threats.  These speak of blessings for obedience

to God’s word and chastisements for disobedience to God’s word.  They are

particularly aimed at God’s church (Israel was the OT church).  They don’t mean that

one can lose his salvation—God is the covenant-making and covenant-keeping God. 

Neither do they mean that the church as a whole can be rejected as a result of a

“republication of the covenant of works”—God is the covenant-making and

covenant-keeping God who brings His own into the covenant of grace, and maintains

His visible church as His covenant community on earth.


