
Redeemer OPC, Hawaii

Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

2 Samuel

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of 1 & 2 Samuel: Yahweh establishes His kingdom.

B. Introductory Notes.  The subtheme in 2 Samuel is, Yahweh establishes His kingdom in the reign of

David.  There are several practical lessons from 1 Samuel which should be given before going on

into the overview of 2 Samuel.

1. Practical lessons from the account of David and Abigail.

a. Beware the temptation to vengeance on account of anger, even righteous anger. 

Remember, too, Jas. 1:19-20, “This you know my beloved brethren.  But let everyone

be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not

achieve the righteousness of God.”

b. A woman of God who is humble, wise, and a good counselor is a good marriage

prospect for a Christian man (1 Sam. 25:3, 21, 28, 30-31, 33).

c. The Lord restrains His people from much evil, sometimes through the words of

fellow people of God (1 Sam. 25:39).

2. Practical lessons from the account of Saul and the medium.

a. This was further evidence of Saul’s apostasy.  Saul did not wait upon the Lord, but

rebelled against the Lord by turning to a method that the Lord had forbidden.  Neither

did he have the medium stoned, as God had commanded (1 Sam. 28:15).

b. Was it really Samuel’s ghost?  No.  They believed that it was, but it was a vision that

was given to the medium and to Saul, not Samuel’s ghost.  “And inasmuch as It is

appointed for men to die once and after this comes the judgment” (Heb. 9:27).  When



judgment has taken place, immediately after death, the spirit of man (his “ghost”)

does not leave its place, either heaven or hell, until the resurrection on the day of the

Lord’s return. 

II. Yahweh Consolidates the Kingdom.  1 Sam. 31 - 2 Sam. 10.

A. Saul’s Death and David’s Response.  1 Sam. 31 - 2 Sam. 1.

1. 31:1 ff.  Saul’s death at the hands of the Philistines.  God removed him from the throne.

2. 1:1-16.  David is informed.  The Amelekite’s race and lie brought him to a just death.  He

assumed David would be pleased with the news, due to a heart of revenge and ambition for

the throne, as an unbeliever would be.  Cf. Jas. 3:14-16.

3. 1:11-12, 17-27.  David and his men mourn for Saul.  Those who were with David had

become like David and imitated him with sincerity.  This is one more way that David was

a type of Christ.  Christ’s followers (all for whom He died, whom God calls to faith in Him)

become like Christ through progressive sanctification and imitate Him with sincerity (Rom.

8:29; Eph. 5:1).

B. The Kingdom United under David, but Not without Warfare.  Chapters 2-7..

1. Chapters 2-4.  David was king of Judah for 7 years.  There was civil war with Israel under

Ishbosheth, Saul’s son.

2. Chapters 5-6.  Establishment of national and religious unity (Archer).

a. David was received as the true king of Israel.

b. Moving the ark, the death of Uzzah takes place.  David becomes angry, but repents

and has the Levites transport the ark the right way.  Notice his zeal for God’s glory

at that time.

3. Chapter 7.  The Davidic Covenant, with its promise of the greater King, the Christ.

a. The situation began with David’s good desire to build a temple.  Note Nathan’s two

responses.  First, he gave good counsel based on the general principles of God’s



word.  But he did not take into account that God had not commanded that He be

worshiped in that way.  Thus, the prophet was fallible when speaking from himself. 

But second, the specially revealed, inspired word of God was given to him, and it is

infallible.

b. The covenant speaks of Solomon building the temple, with a promise extending to

kings descending from David.  But the ultimate promise in vss. 12-14a, 16 is of

Christ, who will come forth from David’s line, perpetuated through Solomon,

typified by David and Solomon.  A promise was also made to the church, as

embodied by Israel at that time, in vss. 10-11.  The temple itself would be the focal

point of the promises and types.

C. The Kingdom Expanded under David.  Chapters 8-10.

1. Chapter 8.  Note David’s victories to expand the kingdom.  Christ now gives His people

victories in expanding His kingdom, through the gospel in subduing those who were once

enemies to Himself by saving them.

2. Chapter 9.  David’s compassion is shown to Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s son, in contrast to

David’s fierceness in battle.

3. Chapter 10.  David’s official compassion and fierceness are seen.

III. David’s Grievous Sin(s).  (Borrowed from Hendriksen.)  Chapters 11-12.

A. With/Against Bathsheba.

1. His sin of adultery was committed with her, but also against her.

2. David did not carry out the duties of his calling.  He thus opened himself to temptation.

B. Against Uriah.  David was guilty of murder even though Israel’s enemies did the actual killing. 

David and Joab conspired to cause Uriah’s needless death, and were guilty both by conspiracy and

by accessory.

C. Conviction and Repentance.



1. It is not possible to make amends, such as restitution, for some sins, even when repentant.

2. David found that sin has consequences even if it is forgiven by God.  Just as serious sin in

a child calls for a spanking, so David received disciplinary consequences from God; see Pss.

32, 38, 51.

3. In 12:26 ff., David was given another opportunity after his chastisement to be faithful to his

calling.

IV. Sin’s Results and David’s Sorrow.  Chapters 13-24.  Not all of the troubles in David’s kingdom were the

result of his sin with Bathsheba.  But many reflected David’s other failings in his household in connection

with his “lust of the flesh,” failure to discipline his children, etc.; and many were the result of his sin with

Bathsheba.

A. Amnon and Tamar.

1. Tamar was Amnon’s half-sister.  It was still incest, deception, rape.

2. Note 13:20-22.  Absalom said nothing and did not pursue Biblical justice, in order that he

could later take sinful revenge (Lev. 18:9; 19:17-18.  Moreover, David didn’t call for the

death penalty against Absalom as he should have, but for excommunication by banishment. 

David became angry, but did nothing about what had happened.

B. The Trouble with Absalom.

1. Upon murdering Amnon, he fled; it turned into banishment, but nothing more.  God’s law

calls for the death penalty for premeditated murder.

2. David’s softening toward Absalom (13:39) and Joab’s man-pleasing (14:1) led to a sort of

pardon for Absalom (14:21-24).  Even the king did not have the right to pardon a murderer

(Ex. 21:12-14; Num. 35:30-31).  God pardoned David for his sin when David expressed

repentance.  Absalom did not repent.

3. Absalom’s deceit and discontent provided many occasions for sin.  He was a spoiled brat. 

If he didn’t get his way, he would do something wicked to force the issue and take revenge;



e.g., the burning of Joab’s field.

4. Absalom was a sneak and a treacherous schemer.  He wormed his way back into the king’s

good graces.  He took advantage of the king’s compassion for his son, and lulled him into

a false sense of security by an apparently fake reconciliation (14:33).  He wormed his way

into acceptance by a number of Israel’s people by subverting his father’s rule (15:2-4).  This

is very reminiscent of how an apostate treats Christ; cf. Judas Iscariot.

5. Absalom gained control of Jerusalem by a coup.  David wisely made provision for a spy

network.  Still, David’s retreat was ignominious.  Ziba turned out to be an unfaithful servant

(in contrast to Mephibosheth’s faithfulness).  Shimea cursed David.  In these persons, we can

see various ways that people treat Christ.

6. God carried out his word of chastisement.  Absalom went in to David’s concubines and

defiled them, as David had defiled his neighbor’s wife (16:15ff.).

7. David subverted Absalom’s plan of battle by means of his spies.  David was prepared for the

battle and won.  Absalom was killed by hard-headed, disobedient Joab, but in the end,

received what was due him for murdering his brother.  Absalom had no children, so his line

ceased with him.

8. David grieved, but overdid it, to the point that Absalom, though dead, was still treated as an

idol by the king.  David’s grief threatened to drag God’s people into discouragement and

despair with him.  Joab reproved him—Joab did something right occasionally.  Grief itself,

at the death of a loved one, is not wrong.  But excessive or overlong grief is harmful; there

is “a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance” (Eccl. 3:4).

C. Further Troubles.

1. Chapter 20.  Sheba’s Revolt.

a. Joab used the deployment of troops and confusion about Amasa’s delay to murder

Amasa and keep the command of Israel’s army for himself.



b. The revolt was put down when a wise woman of Abel Beth-maacah negotiated with

Joab to cease the siege of the city if they delivered Sheba to him.  They delivered

Sheba’s head, and the revolt was over.

2. Famine in the land.  God sent famine on Israel for three years because of Saul’s murder of

Gibeonites, who were protected by covenant with Israel.  They sought justice, and David

delivered it via the death penalty for several of Saul’s descendants.

D. David’s Psalms.  Chapters 22-23.

1. David’s Psalm of Deliverance.  He praised God extensively, intelligently, and passionately

for God’s hand and providence in delivering him from all his enemies and building his

kingdom.

2. David’s Last Psalm and the Recounting of His Mighty Men.

E. David’s Sin of the Census.  Chapter 24.

1. The reason given here is that God was angry with Israel, and in His providence, He used

David’s sin as occasion for Him to chastise Israel.  The sovereign God decreed David’s sin

as part of His eternal plan.  By His providence, He made certain that David carried out His

decree and committed the sin.  But God did not force David to sin against his will.  David

willed to commit the sin, and freely carried it out.  Thus, David was responsible for his sin,

not God.  Note that in 1 Chr. 21:1, it says that Satan stood up against Israel and moved David

to this sin.  The devil appealed to David’s desires and tempted him.  But the devil did not

make David do it.  David was tempted when he was “carried away and enticed by his own

lust,” Jas. 1 says.  But that tells us that Satan was the tool, or “second cause,” that God

sovereignly used to bring about the carrying out of his decree.  In all this, there was (and is)

no sin in God.

2. By His providence, God sovereignly overruled the evil in this entire episode and brought

good out of it by using it to identify and provide the location for His temple to be built.


