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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

1 & 2 Kings

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of 1 & 2 Kings.  God’s providence in His kingdom and preservation of the remnant.

B. Introductory Notes.  In Kings, the kingdom is viewed from the human perspective in its

manifestation on earth as a visible kingdom.  So it is sometimes said that Kings speaks of the

kingdom as man sees it, while Chronicles will speak of the kingdom as God sees it.  That is a bit of

an over-generalization, but it helps to discern that there is a difference in emphasis between Kings

and Chronicles.

II. The United Kingdom Continued under Solomon.

A. Solomon’s Rule.

1. His accession to the throne.  He secured his reign by dealing with his enemies by means of

justice, as the highest judge in the kingdom: Adonijah, Abiathar (banished from the

priesthood in fulfillment of God’s threat to Eli), Joab (put to death for the murders he

committed while commander of the army), Shimei (first confined to the city for cursing

David, but then put to death for leaving the city against the king’s order).

2. Solomon’s wisdom.  It was given by God in answer to prayer.  It was a wise request, so God

began to answer even before he prayed.

3. Solomon’s reign was a reign of peace (as his name indicates, being drawn from shalom).  His

reign was also given by God.

B. Solomon’s Success.  Chapters 8-10.

1. Solomon builds the temple.

a. Construction with completion and occupation by the glory of the Lord.



b. Solomon’s blessing and prayer.  He gave glory to the Lord and made supplication for

individual sin (8:31-32), for the corporate sin of Israel exposed by defeat, drought,

famine (8:33-40), for the Gentiles’ approach to God (8:41-43), for victory versus

exile (8:44-53).

c. Solomon’s benediction (8:54-61).

d. Solomon’s dedication (8:62-66).  The largest single event of sacrifice in the Bible.

e. God’s answer: promise and threat (9:1-9).

2. Solomon builds his palace.

3. Solomon organizes (9:10-28).  Labor, government and oversight, worship, trade and revenue.

4. Solomon the generous king (10:1-13).  In this, he is a type of Christ; cf. Matt. 12:42.

5. Solomon’s wealth and wisdom (10:14-25).

C. Solomon’s Decline.  He disobeyed God in all three of the following; cf. Deut. 17:16-17.

1. Ambition: pursuit of wealth and splendor.  He turned the use of wisdom to that end.  This

isn’t wrong in and of itself, if using gifts from God for the glory of God.  But Solomon fell

into selfish ambition for personal gain, and disobeyed God.

2. Pursuit of power by amassing horses and chariots.

3. Pursuit of multiple wives.  Polygamy led to idolatry.

III. The Divided Kingdom.  1 Kg 12 - 2 Kg 17.

A. The Division and Its Kings.  1 Kg 12-14.

1. The northern 10 tribes request of Rehoboam (Solomon’s son) through Jeroboam: “lighten

the load Solomon placed on us.”

2. Rehoboam’s reply: foolishness from the mouth of an ungodly king: “No, I’ll make your load

heavier.”  It was born of an attitude that wisdom comes from youth, not age.  It is the same

attitude found in today’s culture, in which ungodly young people think they have greater

wisdom because they can use and manipulate modern technology better than elderly people. 



But show them a rotary phone from the 50's and see the foolishness in their ignorance of

recent history of technology, since their modern technology would not exist if it were not for

its roots in things like rotary phones.

3. The northern tribes, under Jeroboam, used Rehoboam’s rejection of their request as an

excuse to divide, and set up a competing kingdom and king.  Jeroboam set up competing

worship and a competing religion to keep people in the north and complacent, thinking that

they would no longer need to visit the temple in Jerusalem.  Jeroboam put the stumbling

block of idolatry before them, and most of them fell.

B. The Kings During the Ministries of Elijah and Elisha.

1. Elijah and Elisha were non-writing but major prophets whose stories were intimately bound

up with the history of the northern kingdom.

2. The northern kings.  There were 19 in just over 200 years.  None of them were godly; all

were idolaters and “did evil in the sight of the Lord.”  There were 9 different families

(dynasties); thus, there were coups constantly taking place.

a. The list of northern kings: Jeroboam; Nadab; Baasha—Elah; Zimri (only 7 days);

Omri (moved the capital to Samaria)—Ahab—Ahaziah—Jehoram (brother of

Ahaziah); Jehu (came closest to saving faith, perhaps, but in the end was as much an

idolater to the golden calves as the Baal worshipers, whom he had killed, were to

Baal)—Jehoahaz (in 2 Kg 13:4-5, he prayed and God answered, but not on account

of saving faith; rather, his was a “foxhole” prayer, only when he was in trouble.  God

answered only because, until the northern kingdom was exiled, they were still a part

of God’s visible church, and there were still believers within it as a visible covenant

community.  God’s answer to his prayer as the leader of the people was for the

protection of His believing people still among the idolatrous community, and as a

witness of His mercy upon which Jehoahaz should have repented and believed, cf.



also 2 Kg 13:23; 14:27)—Jehoash—Jeroboam II (Jonah prophesied during his

reign)—Zechariah; Shallum; Menahem—Pekahiah; Pekah; Hoshea.  The northern

kingdom was conquered and exiled in 722 BC, never to return.

3. The southern kings.  There were 20 in about 350 years.  Some were good kings, some were

bad.  They were all direct descendants of David, one dynasty.  There was never a coup to

change kings or ruling families.

IV. Elijah’s Ministry.  Its focus: by an emphasis primarily on God’s judgment, it shows that God alone is the

living and true God, and Almighty; all others are false gods.  He destroyed the foundations of Baal worship

in the northern kingdom, which would also have an effect on the southern kingdom.

A. 9 Judgments on Baal to Destroy the Foundations of Baal Worship in Israel (the northern kingdom).

1. Pronouncement of drought.  There would be no rain or dew on the land except by his words;

the prophet’s word was God’s word through him.  Baal was thought by his worshipers to be

the god of nature who lived in the physical heavens.  Thus, God closed the heavens to show

that He controls nature and the heavens, and Baal could not overcome (even if he did exist).

2. Provision of flour and oil for the widow of Zarephath.  Baal worship was most entrenched

in and spread from Tyre and Sidon in Phoenicia.  Zarephath was in Phoenicia.  By doing the

miracles there, it showed that God, not Baal, was God throughout the world, not just in

Israel.  It showed that God, not Baal, controls crops, supplies, etc., and withholds or gives

as He wills (Ps. 104:27-28).  Also, Baal worship involved cruelty—human sacrifice—and

sexual immorality, and bred cruelty in its followers.  This miracle showed that God is a God

of mercy as well as judgment, not a god of wanton cruelty and immorality.

3. Defeat of the prophets of Baal and Ashteroth on Mt. Carmel.  450 prophets of Baal and 400

prophets of Ashteroth (Baal’s female counterpart) could not receive any answer from the

heavens from their false gods, nor open the heavens for their sacrificial offering to be

consumed.  1 prophet of the true and living God called upon the name of the Lord, who



opened the heavens and answered by divine fire that consumed Elijah’s sacrificial offering,

the wood, the altar, and the water.  Then, as a token of divine justice, Elijah in God’s name

had Israel put to death the 850 false prophets.  Then, he prayed for rain, and God answered

by opening the heavens again, this time with blessing to His repentant people.

4. Outrunning Ahab’s chariot to Jezreel.  God is the God of the supernatural, not just the natural

(nature), while Baal was thought to be the god only of nature.  So, God enabled His man to

outrun the horses of Baal’s man.

5. Calling Elisha as his successor.  God provided for the battle against Baal-worship to

continue.

6. Prophecy of judgment: the death of Ahab and Jezebel, and the destruction of Ahab’s

household.  It was prophesied by the ordained prophet (an extraordinary office in the OT

church), thus the judgment guaranteed, that God would destroy those who were the chief

proponents of Baal-worship and had introduced it into Israel.  20 years later, the prophecy

was fulfilled.  By this, the people learned the consequences of Baal-worship: God’s judgment

by a violent and cruel death; what they sowed, they also reaped.

7. Prophecy of King Ahaziah’s death.  God prevented Ahaziah’s inquiry of Baal (called Baal-

zebub on that occasion).  God gave the true answer by His word through His prophet, a word

of judgment.  Then He opened the heavens and sent His fire of judgment down upon the

representatives of the king and Baal.  They had been sent to take Elijah to his death, but met

death themselves instead.  The final representative begged the representative of the true God,

not Baal, on his knees for mercy.

8. The trip from Gilgal to Bethel to Jericho to Jordan, and the dividing of the Jordan.  This

trained and encouraged others (the sons of the prophets) who would continue in the

destruction and restraint of Baal-worship.  It showed them and Elisha the faithfulness and

power of the living and true God versus the non-existence of false gods.



9. Elijah’s transfer to heaven.  God brought Elijah through the very heavens that Baal-

worshipers thought Baal ruled.  God took him by a whirlwind and a chariot of fire that no

false god could challenge or stop.  At the same time, by Elijah’s transfer to heaven without

dying, God showed that He is the Author of, and Authority over, life and death.  Only God

can give and sustain life; only God can prevent death and give new life by raising one from

the dead.  No false god can do that or prevent God from doing it because the false gods

themselves are dead idols.

V. Elisha’s Ministry.  Focus: by an emphasis primarily on God’s grace and mercy, to restrain Baal-worship in

Israel and spark its destruction in its strongholds.  His ministry was mainly carried out by miracles.  It isn’t

that Elisha did not speak the word of God, but the record of his ministry in Scripture focuses on the miracles

by which the main point of his ministry is made and taught.

A. Dividing the Jordan with the Mantle.

1. It confirmed for Elisha that God had given him a double portion of Elijah’s spirit, in answer

to his prayer.

2. It confirmed for the sons of the prophets that Elisha was a prophet indeed by God’s ordaining

him to the prophetic office, and was Elijah’s successor.

3. It demonstrated the power of God, and that God is with His people.

B. Healing of the Waters at Jericho with Salt.

1. Israel could only be healed from what had poisoned it (Baal-worship) by purification that

comes from God through His word.  The rebellion involved in rebuilding Jericho showed the

need for it, and that the impurity of the Northern Kingdom had invaded the Southern

Kingdom.  Cp. Jer. 4:14.

2. The sons of the prophets would be as salt cast into the poisoned “waters” that were Israel to

bring the purifying word of God.

C. Death of 42 Mocking Boys.  They, in effect, cursed Elisha and ordered him to begone.  They did not



want the presence of the prophet of God in the same place where their parents’ and their idol-

worship had its stronghold, Bethel.  Their curse to Elisha was a curse directed against God.

1. God sent two bears to kill 42 of them.  They were responsible for their words and actions;

they were judged for them.

2. Elisha was not harmed, but divinely protected.  The sons of the prophets at Bethel learned

that they would be divinely protected, too.

D. Birth and Resurrection of the Shunamite’s Son.

1. Showed that God, not Baal or any false god, is alone capable of giving life, and raising the

dead.  This applies not only to physical life, but to spiritual life as well.  God alone is the

Source of life and salvation.

2. The Shunamite’s faith.  She did not tell her husband the boy had died.  She did not prepare

the boy for burial.  By faith that God would not leave the boy dead, she went for God’s

prophet.

E. Feeding of the 100 with 20 Loaves.  It showed, for one thing, what the feeding of the 5,000 showed

in the NT: that God, through His promised Messiah, provides abundant saving life to His people,

Jew and Gentile alike.  Furthermore, the man who brought the loaves to God’s prophets was from

the city of Baal-shalishah.  It had been a place of Baal-worship in the previous reign of Ahab.  Now,

God had his faithful people there in victory over Baal-worship.  God provided for His own from

Baal’s former stronghold.  Recounting in the city of the miracle of multiplying the loaves would

restrain Baal-worship and promote the worship of God there all the more.  This also showed God’s

care of His people, particularly those who preached the word to overthrow and restrain false religion

and promote the true.

F. The Cleansing of Naaman/Capture of the Syrian Army.

1. Cleansing Naaman showed that God saves His enemies by His mercy through washing away

their impurity of sin.



2. Syria would hear of it and be called to repentance from the worship of false gods and the

cruelty of Baal.

G. The Deliverance of Samaria from Famine and Siege.  This called Samaria and the Northern Kingdom

to repentance, and salvation from death, by trust in the true God.

H. Conclusion: Four Purposes of Elisha’s Ministry.

1. The restraint of Israel from returning to Baal-worship after the death of Ahab until the time

of Jehu came onto the scene during the reign of Jehoram.  Baal-worship would not be totally

eradicated until Jehu was anointed king and destroyed Ahab’s dynasty.  Then he put to death

the rest of Baal’s priests and worshipers.  But its strength was broken by Elijah’s ministry,

and further restrained from resurgence and spread by Elisha’s ministry.

2. To call Gentile nations from false gods to the true and living God, and salvation through faith

in Him.

3. To call Israel to repentance from idol-worship, including the golden calves at Bethel and

Dan.

4. To train men of God (the sons of the prophets) for the work of preaching the word, and to

build them up in trust in God.

VI. The Southern Kingdom and Kings.

A. 20 kings over about 350 years.

B. Jehoshaphat, as good a king as he was, opened the door for Baal-worship to come into Judah when

he allowed his son Jehoram to marry Ahab’s daughter to form an alliance between Judah (Southern

Kingdom) and Israel (Northern Kingdom).  This brought a great deal of trouble on Judah when

Jehoram became king.  It multiplied when Ahaziah became king, who was also the first cousin, once

removed, of king Joram in Israel (2 Kg. 8:16-29).  This led to the horrific episode with Athaliah

usurping the throne over Judah by killing all of her grandchildren except Joash, who was rescued by

his aunt Jehosheba.  All of this was a solemn, serious, and emphatic reminder of the truth of 2 Cor.



6:14, “Do not be bound together with unbelievers, for what partnership have righteousness and

lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?”, a warning that appears many times

throughout the OT leading up to the time of the kings.  Jehoshaphat should have known better.  So

should every Christian today know better than to marry a non-Christian.


