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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Ezra

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Ezra: God returns His people to their promised land.

B. Introductory Notes.  Subthemes apparent in Ezra.

1. God’s faithfulness.

2. Israel re-established in its religion.  In Nehemiah, the re-establishment of Israel in its civil

matters is seen, as well as the relation between church and state in a theocracy.  But

Nehemiah does not leave out matters of the true religion altogether.  It shows much about the

repentance and growth in holiness of God’s people when the church is protected by the

government under the ministry of godly civil leaders.  But Ezra focuses on the religious

aspect and leads into Nehemiah’s ministry several years later.

II. The Return Under Zerubbabel: the Rebuilding and Dedication of the Temple.  Chapters 1-6.

A. Cyrus’s Decree and Contribution.  Chapter 1.  As Isaiah prophesied so clearly, even giving Cyrus’s

name, approximately 150-170 years before, so it took place (Isa. 44:28-45:7).

B. The People Who Returned.  Chapter 2.  Of the leaders, Zerubbabel was the grandson of King

Jehoiachin, thus the Davidic line was preserved.  Note that a remnant returned, 42,360.  The

genealogist carefully preserved their record in order that they would still have their right of

inheritance and particular places of service to God.

C. Worship Restored.  Chapter 3:1-7.  As God commanded them to do, to the extent possible, they

restored worship to God.  

D. Temple Reconstruction.  Chapter 4.  It began immediately, though it would take quite some time to

complete.



E. Opposition from Gentiles.  Chapter 5.  Some claimed fellowship with Israel, but were, in reality,

those who believed and practiced a syncretistic religion.  Israel’s leaders were not fooled (cf. 2 John

9-11).  The Israelites were opposed by discouragement and fear tactics, and by false accusation.  All

of these are tactics commonly employed by the devil and those in the kingdom of darkness as

enemies of God and His people.  God answered: by His command (5:1-2); by His providence (5:5;

6:1-2, 7-9; etc.).   The latter shows that God’s providence takes especial care of His church (WCF

5).

F. Completion of the Temple.  Chapter 6.  The temple was completed, dedicated, and the Passover re-

instituted.  The Passover had been irregularly observed during Israel’s history.  This teaches us that

the Lord’s Supper should also be celebrated regularly.  God assigns great significance to it, and we

should be ready to observe it regularly to commune with God and receive the benefits that He

conveys to us by grace through faith.

III. The Return Under Ezra.  Chapters 7-10.

A. Ezra’s Identity and Blessing.

1. He was of the high priestly line, a son of Zadok, and a scribe skilled in God’s law.

2. He was blessed with “God’s hand upon him,” thus, the king gave him all that he requested. 

Note his boldness in the Lord and for the Lord’s work.  God’s blessing upon him was a

reward of grace due to Ezra’s commitment and obedience to God’s law (vss. 9-10). 

Blessings as rewards of grace for obedience to God do NOT contribute to salvation; by the

time one can obey God from the heart, he has already been saved.  And they are rewards that

are given by God’s grace (undeserved favor) because He promised them.  We owe God

perfect obedience anyway, even without any reward promised.  That rewards are given mean

that they are a free gift of God, which is grace.

B. King Artaxerxes’ Role.  King Artaxerxes’ father was King Ahasuerus from the book of Esther, also

known as Xerxes.  We don’t know if Esther was Artaxerxes’ mother, but as queen, she had to have



some kind of influence on Artaxerxes in favor of God and His people.  This was, again, God’s

providence at work caring for His church.

1. The king’s decree made provision for people, priests, and resources to support worship in the

temple in Jerusalem and the establishment of government in Judah according to God’s law.

2. God shed mercy on Ezra before the king.

C. Ezra’s Journey.

1. First stage: gathering the people and establishing the departure point, “the river that runs to

Ahava.”  The people, then the Levites for the temple service, gathered to a total of 3,000-

5,000.

2. Prayer.  It was preparatory, before attempting a long and dangerous journey, to seek God’s

blessing.  It was earnest and humble (with fasting).  It was offered in faith (8:22) with

concern as to how it would come across to Gentiles as faithless if they fell back on Gentile

protection (this may be compared positively to David’s wearing Saul’s armor against Goliath,

and negatively to Judah’s making alliance with Egypt against her enemies instead of calling

upon God for help).  Ezra later marked God’s answer to prayer: “He listened...”

3. God’s Resources were wisely protected by not “putting all their eggs in one basket,” but

spreading the utensils and vessels around to be carried by several different groups.

4. It was a four month journey, and God protected them.

D. Ezra’s Work of Reform.  He worked at purifying the people according to God’s law.

1. The report.  There was widespread intermarriage with unbelievers, a practice that God had

forbidden then, and still does (2 Cor. 6:14-18).  Sadly, Israel was led into this sinful practice

by their leaders (9:2), including the “men of God,” the Levites (9:1).  Ezra mourned over the

sins of Israel, along with other God-fearing obedient people who accompanied him.

2. Ezra’s Prayer.  He prayed on behalf of the church.  He made confession of sin that was

specific, transparent, truthful, with godly sorrow, reliant upon God’s mercy, and



acknowledging guilt.

3. The people’s repentance.  Chapter 10.  They made confession of sin with godly sorrow, a

resolve to turn from the sin, a plan to do so, and following actions to carry out their resolve

and bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance.

E. Ezra Prefigures Christ.  Ezra was all of the following in imperfect ways, that foreshadowed Christ

who fulfilled all of these place perfectly.

1. Christ is the Faithful Scribe.  He knows God’s law perfectly as the transcript of his own holy

character.  He does God’s law perfectly.  He teaches God’s law fully to His people.  This

reminds us of Christ’s justifying righteousness imputed to us through faith, and reminds us

of Christ’s office of Prophet in revealing to us, by His Word and Spirit, the will of God for

our salvation (cf. Westminster Shorter Catechism).

2. Christ as Priest.  He intercedes for us at the right hand of God.  So, He prays for our well-

being, and especially for our forgiveness by the constant application of His atonement.

3. Christ as King.  He rules in the church through the Spirit’s application of His law to us as the

rule of Christian life and duty.


