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Esther

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Esther: God’s providence protects His people.

B. Introductory Notes.  The author of Esther is unknown, though it is usually attributed to Ezra; he is

the most likely candidate, though some traditions say it was Mordecai.  The events of Esther

probably happened before 465 BC, especially if Ahasuerus was Xerxes, as is most likely.

1. The name of God is not mentioned in the book, nor worship, nor prayer (though it is alluded

to as fasting and crying out).  Why?  This history concerns Jews who did not return from

exile, but chose to stay in Gentile lands (known as the Dispersion or Diaspora).  To show

God’s providence protecting them without mention of His name emphasizes that God is

faithful to His promises even when His church and people are scattered and perhaps

backslidden.  His providence still takes special care of His people.

II. God Providentially Places His People (in positions of influence).

A. God Removes Those Who Are Obstacles.

1. He removed Queen Vashti.  Though there was the “disagreement” between her and the king,

she would not have been favorable to the Jews.  She was still of the Medes and Persians, and

would have viewed the Jews as a conquered and enslaved people, not worth standing up for

or saving from destruction.

2. God used the immoral nature of Ahasuerus to accomplish His good plan.  Ahasuerus’s pride

in his choice of queen and undue humiliation at her non-submission was immoral.  His

sexual immorality was also on display, in that it was likely that he intended to parade Vashti

in front of his guests wearing nothing but her crown.



B. God Positions His People: in places and circumstances from which help and protection can come.

1. Esther’s accession to the throne.  Though it was not morally ideal to become a king’s

concubine, she had little choice.  God makes certain, by providence, that one is where he

needs to be.

2. God put Esther in a position of power and influence by means of His natural gifts: beauty;

by means of wisdom: in heeding Mordecai, she used what the eunuch suggested because he

knew the king’s preferences, and by means of the godly pursuit of her calling to do the best

she could at what she was called to.

3. The story is not only about Esther, but also Mordecai.  God put him in a position to foil the

attempt on the king’s life.  Later he became a judge or other servant of the king.

III. God Foils the Persecution Plot: God providentially protects His people in time of persecution.

A. The Plot.  Chapter 3.  By Haman, the devil’s agent to destroy God’s people before Jesus Christ could

be born from them.  The plot came about through Mordecai’s commitment to worship none but God;

he would not bow down.  He did so even at the price of breaking man’s law, at the risk of his own

life.  And it came about because of Haman’s hatred of God’s people.  Note that Haman was an

Agagite, descended from the king of the Amelekites, whom Saul failed to destroy completely. 

Haman, out of pride and influence, prevailed upon the careless and greedy king to get his way.

B. Prayer.  Chapter 4:1-14.

1. Mordecai’s weeping.  It included sorrow and repentance, and was earnest prayer (indicated

by fasting).

2. The interchange between Esther and Mordecai. It resulted in Esther’s first dilemma: go to

the king without summons and risk death, or seal the fate of death for all Jews.

3. Then, the key verse of the book, 4:14 — “For if you remain silent at this time, relief and

deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place and you and your father’s house will

perish.  And who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?”



C. Preparation for the Work: that God placed her there for.  

1. Prayer (indicated by fasting).

2. Plan.  To expose Haman by finally revealing who her people were.

a. Banquet: butter up the king and give Haman a false sense of security.  God used

Haman’s sense of pride to bring it about.

b. Providentially, the king was reminded of Mordecai’s service in saving his life.  The

king honored Mordecai; through it, God humbled Haman.  With this, we can already

see the transition taking place.  God would later use this to protect His people.

c. Second banquet.  God used Esther and her courage to expose Haman, which led to

his execution.  There were lots of smaller providential details, like Haman falling on

the queen’s couch, the gallows already built at Haman’s house (poetic justice).

d. So, God put Esther in a position to rid His people of one enemy and resolve one

dilemma.

IV. God Performs the “Impossible” to Protect His People.

A. Resolving Dilemma #2.  Chapter 8.

1. Mordecai promoted to #2 in the kingdom.  He thus had authority and influence to ask the

king to pass laws, etc., together with the queen.

2. God provided a way around the “unchangeable” law of the Medes and Persians by using the

law of the Medes and Persians, and giving Mordecai wisdom and influence with the king. 

They simply gave the Jews the right to defend themselves against persecuting aggressors. 

Mordecai and Esther knew the Jews could not be defeated because God is greater than all His

enemies and will preserve His people.

B. God Enables and Strengthens His People: through which He preserves His people.  Chapter 9.

1. The Jews are victorious in defeating their enemies.

2. Purim instituted to show that adversaries of God and His people could not prevail because



their own schemes (shown by Haman’s casting of the lot) were turned against them.

C. The Report of Mordecai’s Greatness.  Chapter 10.  This shows us that he was a type of Christ.  He

was next to the king, as Christ is at the right hand of God.  He saved his people from destruction, in

a foreshadowing of Christ’s saving His people from destruction.


