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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Job

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Job: God is worth serving, no matter what.  An alternate theme that can be pursued in

expounding Job: God is sovereign in all trials.

B. Introductory Notes. 

II. Prologue.  Chapters 1-3.

A. Job’s Blessed Life.  Chapter 1:1-5.

B. Job’s First Trials: Trials by Loss.

1. Satan’s first challenge to God.  Chapter 1:6-12.  His accusation was that Job only loves and

serves God for the blessings of wealth and prosperity.  This is the answer to the health and

wealth (aka prosperity) gospel and the word-faith movement.  What happens when health and

wealth leave, in God’s providence?  Are God and the gospel then worthless and to be

abandoned?  What happens when we don’t get what we ask for?  Do we then have no faith?

2. Job’s first trials.  Chapter 1:13-19.  Loss of worldly goods and family.

3. Job’s response.  Chapter 1:20-22.  Positively, his actions of grief (vs. 20) and words of

acceptance of God’s sovereignty and goodness even in his grief.  Negatively, he “did not sin

nor did he blame God.”

C. Job’s Second Trial: Trial by Affliction.  Chapter 2.

1. Satan’s second challenge to God.  Chapter 2:1-6.  His accusation was that Job only loves and

serves God for the blessing of health.

2. Job’s second round of trial.  Chapter 2:7-10.  Agonizing physical affliction and wife’s

rejection of God and of Job’s faith.  Job’s famous response is found in vs. 10.



3. Job’s friends.  Chapter 2:11-13.  Their arrival and initial compassion.  It would have been

best if they had stopped with that.

D. Job’s Lament.  Chapter 3.

1. A lament that the day of his birth and his birth ever happened.

2. A lament that he did not die at birth.

3. A lament that he did not die at that moment; he wishes to die.

E. Lessons from the Prologue.  These are to be seen after the fact, as a birds-eye view of proceedings

in the spiritual realm regarding Job.

1. The sovereignty of God in the suffering and trials of His people.

a. He is sovereign over their occurrence.

b. He sovereignly uses second causes and is sovereign over them.

c. He has His sovereign purposes in them, even when we don’t understand His

purposes; e.g., to stop the mouth of the accuser, to show that God’s salvation is

irrevocable and no one can snatch us from them, and ultimately for His own glory.

2. The devil’s place in things.

a. He is a slave to the purposes of God as a second cause.  He can do nothing to God’s

people apart from God’s “permission.”  He must act according to God’s

predetermined plan, yet he is responsible for his wickedness, not God; the devil

wickedly struck Job out of his malice and evil nature.  He is a free moral agent.

b. The devil is powerful, but not all-powerful; he is not God’s equal.  He is held

accountable to God.

c. The devil is intelligent, but not omniscient.  He was wrong about Job’s response to

his trials.

d. The devil may be fast, but he is not omnipresent.  He was not present on earth while

he was before God making challenges.



e. The devil is not locked up in hell, but roams here and there on the earth seeking

someone to devour.

f. The devil is the accuser of the brethren and hater of God.

g. The devil is NOT a “son of God” (1:6), contra Mormonism.  The text distinguishes

between them.

3. Job as one of God’s own.

a. God had His own outside the bounds of the promised land.

b. Job remained trusting in God’s providence, as we must.

c. Even with the recognition of God’s sovereignty in suffering and trials, grief over

death is not wrong.

d. In the midst of severe trials, any of us may be moved to wish the trials had not

happened.  Note Job’s lament in light of even his staunch faith.

e. Though Job and his friends, at this point, had not been definitively informed, there

is such a thing as “innocent” suffering.  Though no one is truly innocent, the term is

meant to refer to suffering that is not a result of or chastisement for a specific

personal sin.  This is to be seen more as the book unfolds.

III. Discourses of Job, and His Friends: Three Cycles of Reproof and Rebuttal.  Chapters 4-31.

A. First Cycle of Reproof (or Assertion) and Rebuttal.  Chapters 4-14.

1. Eliphaz’s Assertion.  Chapters 4-5.  The innocent don’t suffer; the guilty suffer at God’s

reproof.  Repent and He will remove your suffering.

2. Job’s rebuttal.  “I’m innocent; I’m not in unrepentant sin.

3. Bildad’s assertion.

4. Job’s rebuttal.

5. Zophar’s assertion, argument, and reproof.

6. Job’s rebuttal.



B. Second Cycle of Reproof and Rebuttal.  Chapters 15-21.

1. Eliphaz’s reproof.

2. Job says his friends are sorry comforters.  He also says God has done it, and Job has become

a byword.

3. Bildad.

4. Job.

5. Zophar.

6. Job.

C. Third Cycle of Reproof and Rebuttal.  Chapter 22-31.

1. Eliphaz.

2. Job.

3. Bildad.

4. Job.  His rebuke to Bildad is dripping with sarcasm (26:1-4).  It is occasionally called for,

when it is used to glorify God.  Too often, however, we use it as a sinful expression of anger

(Jas. 1:19-20).

5. Zophar.

6. Job.

D. Hendriksen’s Summary.

1. Job’s question.  Why does a just God afflict a God-fearing and “righteous” (blameless) man?

2. First answer from his friends.  God afflicts you because you are wicked; that’s why God

afflicts anyone, and you are afflicted; therefore, you must be wicked.  

a. The logical fallacy: it begs the question.  It assumes the answer in the reasoning

itself; i.e., it assumes the answer to arrive at the answer.

b. Job’s rebuttal: “Then how is it that God allows many wicked people to prosper”

(Hendriksen).  “And I’m not wicked, I’m righteous.”



3. Second answer.  God afflicts you because you have not helped those in distress.  Job’s

rebuttal: “That’s not true; I have always faithfully helped those in distress.”

4. Third answer.  God afflicts you in order that, being chastened, you may be healed.

a. Job’s rebuttal.  Job rebukes his friends for failing to comfort him in his affliction,

rather than chalking everything up to his need for “healing.”  He turns to God to

vindicate him.

IV. Elihu’s Discourses.  Chapters 32-37.

A. First Discourse.  Chapters 32-33.  God’s instruction to man through affliction.

B. Second Discourse.  Chapters 34.  God’s justice and prudence vindicated.

C. Third Discourse.  Chapter 35.  The advantages of piety.

D. Fourth Discourse.  Chapters 36-37.  God’s greatness and Job’s ignorance.

E. Hendriksen’s Summary of the Effects.  “Elihu rebukes the three friends because they condemn Job

though they cannot answer his arguments.  He rebukes Job because he claimed to be righteous.

V. God’s Discourses.

A. God’s Omnipotence and Incomprehensibility Proclaimed in Creation.  Chapters 38:1-40:5.

1. God’s omnipotence.  He is sovereignly in control of all events, including Job’s suffering. 

He must not be charged with evil or impotence.

2. God’s Incomprehensibility.  We cannot understand everything about God, only what He

reveals, and we understand that imperfectly and incompletely.  Finite man cannot fully grasp

God’s ways, including His reasons for “innocent” suffering; man can’t even understand the

whole creation.  Job ought not be presumptuous toward God.  Job repented.

3. The implication is that because God is so great and wise, we must trust Him in our

afflictions.

B. God’s Power and Man’s Frailty.  Chapters 40:6-41.  Finite man must trust God though he does not

understand God completely.  Job humbles himself.



VI. Epilogue.  Chapter 42:7-17.  Job’s prayer for his friends, and Job’s restoration.

A. Main Lessons from Job.

1. God is sovereign in the sufferings of His people.  He has His purposes in it, many of which

He has revealed in Scripture.  In the story of Job, He revealed more.  But if we cannot see

how the revealed purposes are fulfilled in our particular suffering, we must trust God and

submit.  If we examine ourselves and find no immediate sin for which to be chastised, and

not other apparent reason that we can immediately see, we must not presume that God has

no good reason, but trust Him and submit.

2. God is worth serving, no matter what the cost.


