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Proverbs

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Proverbs.  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and

instruction” (Prov. 1:7).

B. Introductory Notes.

1. The first section of Proverbs, after the seven verse introduction, is the cohesive section on

wisdom, so it will be outlined in some detail.  The rest of the book, except for chapter 31, is

not structured according to a running theme, so the outline will be brief.  Other attempts have

been made at a synthetic outline, with varying degrees of success.  However, along those

lines, one could make an argument for one of the headings in a synthetic outline to cover

those proverbs that address the tongue/speech.  From a Biblical counseling approach, one

could also categorize the proverbs that deal with anger and a number of other sins that seem

to be all too common among Christians nowadays.

2. Proverbs need to be understood as maxims of life that hold generally true when a Christian

wisely lives life according to Scripture.  They are not unconditional, absolute promises

without exception.

II. Introduction to Proverbs.  Chapter 1:1-7.  The Purpose of Proverbs is found in 1:1-4.  The Effect of Proverbs

is found in 1:5-6.  The Theme of Proverbs is found in 1:7 (see above).

III. Exhortations to Wisdom.  Chapters 1-9.

A. Warning Against the Enticements of Sinners, and the Exhortation to Reject Them.  Chapter 1:8-19. 

This is given together with a description of enticements, and wisdom about the character of

temptations.



B. Benefits of Wisdom.  Chapter 2.

1. Seek diligently for it.

2. The Lord provides it.  (Cf. Jas. 1:5.)

3. A positive benefit of wisdom: fear and knowledge of God.  Note how closely faith and life

are tied together.  Understanding, discernment, discretion, given in chapter 2 appear to be a

progression; understanding comes when by faith one searches God’s word about the things 

that man is to believe and the duties God requires of him; discernment comes when one

applies understanding to life and can tell the difference between good and evil in a practical

way; discretion comes when one lives out discernment by choosing the right instead of the

evil and finds the best way of accomplishing the right goal.

4. A benefit of wisdom.  Deliverance: from dangers, the way of evil, and the adulteress.

5. A comparison.  The result of wisdom for the righteous versus the wicked.

C. Rewards of Wisdom.  Chapter 3.  Mainly earthly blessings are recounted here.  A blameless walk

in the wisdom of God has natural consequences just as sin does.

D. A Call to Attentiveness to Wisdom.  Chapter 4.  It is a father warning and exhorting his son, as if he

were saying, “Pay attention!”  Cf. especially 4:23.  The Puritan John Flavel wrote a small treatise

on 4:23 that is full of godly wisdom for the Christian in every age.

E. A Warning Against the Adulteress.  Chapter 5.  This is in the form of a father warning his son.  It

includes direction for sexual relations within marriage.  Marriage itself is a protection against the

adulteress; marriage is the only godly alternative for satisfying the God-given sexual desire.  John

Flavel called the godly wife “the safe port in the storm of temptation.”

F. Parental Counsel.  Chapter 6.

1. Do not be surety.  A surety is a co-signor who makes himself responsible to pay another’s

debt if the borrower cannot make payment.  This is a general rule because, too often, the

borrower will not take the responsibility of the debt seriously, due to sins of covetousness



and sloth.  The borrower too often will then default when it is not necessary and leave the

debt to the surety.  It is not an absolute prohibition because there are situations of trust within

a family in which one may become surety to help one’s child establish credit, for example. 

It cannot be an absolute prohibition, or Jesus Christ would have committed sin in becoming

Surety for the elect to pay the sin-debt and penalty that they could not pay.

2. A reference to sloth.

3. A description of the worthless man.

4. Seven things the Lord hates.

5. Keep the commandments and guard against the adulteress or being an adulterer.  Note, in

both cases, the results: vss. 20-28, 29-35.

G. A Warning Against the Enticements of an Adulteress.  Chapter 7.  Note the consequences: vss. 22-

23, 26-27.

H. Lady Wisdom Speaks.  Chapters 8-9.

1. This is NOT a type of Christ.  It is a personification of wisdom, a figurative way of speaking

emphatically about wisdom.  It is in the feminine, so it cannot be a type of Christ.

2. The meaning of vs. 27b.  There are various opinions, without definitive decision.  It

contributes to a current controversy; there are those today who still believe the earth is flat,

and they take this text to support their belief.  Among the opinions are that it refers to the

creation of the earth, the international date line, the line between light and darkness, the

rainbow.  I believe it is the line between light and darkness.  That is the most natural reading. 

It does not refer to a flat earth.

3. Note the contrast between wisdom and the woman of folly in 9:13-18.  Erasmus wrote a

satire, The Praise of Folly, in an attempt to reform the wicked behaviors in the Roman

Catholic Church during the early days of the Reformation.  However, he was an opponent

of Martin Luther when it came to the truth of the gospel, and never left Roman Catholicism.



IV. Proverbs of Solomon.  Chapters 10-24.

V. Hezekiah’s Collection of Solomon’s Proverbs.  Chapters 25-29.

VI. Proverbs of Agur.  Chapter 30.

VII. Proverbs of King Lemuel.  Chapter 31.

A. A Royal Mother’s Warnings to a King.  Vss. 1-9.

B. The Excellent Wife.  Vss. 10-31.  This section is a Hebrew acrostic.


