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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Song of Solomon

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Song of Solomon: Love strong as death (from Hendriksen).

B. Introductory Notes.  (From Wilmington’s Survey of the Old Testament): “The Song of Solomon in

a very real sense serves as both review and preview.  The review: That love which should exist

between a man and his wife.  That love which God had for Israel.  The preview: That love Christ

showed when He died for His bride, the church.”  Though Wilmington later denies it, this statement

reflects an interpretation of the book as a historical typology.  This is the view I take, out of many

alternatives.

II. Hermeneutical Alternatives.  Main views of interpreting Song of Solomon.

A. The Allegorical View.  The early church fathers, especially Origen and others since, believed it was

to be interpreted allegorically along with the rest of the Bible.  One persistent view said that every

text of Scripture had four levels, including separate literal, spiritual, and practical meanings.  Some

Christians today come too close to this when they insist on a “deeper” meaning than the words

themselves communicate, and insist that a particular text can be applied in many ways, or that it can

mean something different for one Christian than it means for another.

B. The Literal View.  Within this category are 3 forms.

1. The Erotic Hypothesis.  Says SoS is a collection of love songs, focusing on the physical

aspect of love.

2. The Shepherd Hypothesis.  Says that the first man introduced is not Solomon, but the

Shulamite’s shepherd fiancé.

3. A historical account.  Says SoS is intended to teach nothing more than godly marriage and



its joys.  This is, to some degree, plausible and consistent with an evangelical and Reformed

understanding of the Bible.

C. The Typical View.  Historical events in the life of Solomon that are also symbolic of God’s love for

His people, whether OT or NT, as in Christ’s love for His church.  My reasons for holding this view:

1)..Solomon serves as a type of Christ elsewhere, as the King of the consummated kingdom of God

(i.e., the kingdom of peace).  Even Solomon, with all his warts, serves as an imperfect type of the

perfect Anti-type, Christ.  2).  Christ is, in many places, referred to as the Bridegroom, and the

church as His bride.  3).  In the OT, the relation between God and Israel is often pictured as marriage. 

4).  In the OT, truths about God, the Messiah, and the gospel are embedded in and taught

typologically by historical events of God’s people all the time.  E.g., in Gen. 22, where Abraham is

about to sacrifice Isaac, but God provides a ram caught in a thicket by his horns to be sacrificed in

Isaac’s place, the penal substitutionary atonement for sinners is shown there, as well as the

resurrection from the dead.

III. Outline and Summary.

A. Outline.  Some treat it like a play divided into acts.  It’s better to see it as a song/lyrical poem that

uses the vivid device of dialogue between the bride, the bridegroom, and what is usually termed the

chorus.  It is in some ways reminiscent of an opera.  The outline below is adapted from Gleason

Archer’s Survey of Old Testament Introduction.

1. The mutual affection of the lovers.  Chapters 1:2 - 2:7.

2. The mutual seeking and finding of the lovers.  Chapters 2:8 - 3:5.

3. Fetching the bride, and the marriage.  Chapters 3:6 - 5:1.

4. Love scorned but won again.  Chapters 5:2 - 6:9.

5. The Shulamite: fair but humble princess.  Chapters 6:10 - 8:4.

6. The love covenant ratified in her home.  Chapter 8:5-14.

B. Summary.



1. Archer’s outline does not take into account that there appears to be at least once, perhaps

twice, that the Shulamite is dreaming: 3:1-5 (maybe); 5:2 - 6:9 or 13.

2. Even so, the significance is the same.  She treated him shabbily, and he withdrew, as though

to leave her.  But, in reality, he did it to draw her after him and woo her.  How many times

has God done the same with His unfaithful, idolatrous people, forgiven and taken us back

again when we have treated Him coldly, or neglected Him, or committed the spiritual

adultery of idolatry against Him?

3. In chapter 1 there is a contrast of the Shulamite’s humble self-evaluation with the

Bridegroom’s view of her loveliness.  Most Christian husbands and wives know something

of this contrast in their views of each other.  To this, we can liken Christ’s view of His bride,

the church, as covered by the perfect white robe of His righteousness.  Taking this into

consideration, then, the bride can still with humility understand herself in the affection of the

Bridegroom as she expresses it in 2:1—“I am the rose of Sharon, the lily of the

valleys”—while at the same time being able to confess abhorrence of herself because of her

sinfulness.  This is the view that every Christian should have of himself, so that he depends

not one whit upon himself, but only on Jesus Christ alone for salvation.


