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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Isaiah

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Isaiah: Salvation is by grace, by God’s power, by the Redeemer, not by the strength or

works of man.  Shortened version: Salvation is by grace, not by works.

B. Introductory Notes.

1. Historical background.

a. Uzziah’s reign immediately preceded Isaiah’s ministry.

b. The increase of Judah’s power is seen when they are freed from Israel’s grasp as a

tributary.  They defeated the Philistines and Ammon.

c. Israel, under Jeroboam II, held off Syria, captured Damascus, and extended their

national boundaries (cf. 2 Kg. 14:28).  This weakened Syria as a buffer that had kept

Assyria busy and away from Israel and Judah for a time.  This prepared the way for

the later Assyrian invasion and the fall of Israel.

d. Times were externally good for Judah; but earlier prophets had pointed out their

spiritual trouble and decay.  They made sacrifices, but with no heart for God (Am.

4:4-5); they kept the sabbath and feasts, but wearied of them (Am. 8:5-6); their

priests were unfaithful and immoral (Hos. 6:9; Am. 64-6).

e. Isaiah’s ministry began in the year of Uzziah’s death, 736 BC.

2. General Structure.

a. Two major sections: chapters 1-39; chapters 40-66 (like the Bible in miniature: OT

has 39 books; NT has 27 books).  Isaiah is NOT by two different author, or three, as

Liberal scholars claimed.  Jn. 12:38-40 quotes both Isa. 53 (latter section of book)



and Isa. 6 (former section of book) and asserts “Isaiah says.”

b. The first section, ch. 1-39, is connected to defeat and exile of Israel by Assyria which

happened during Isaiah’s ministry to Judah.

c. The second section, ch. 40-66, is connected to defeat and exile of Judah by Babylon

that happened after Isaiah died.

II. The Book of the King.  (Taken from Alec Motyer.)  Also could be entitled “Prophecies Concerning the

Former Exile.  Chapters 1-6.

A. Prologue: Indictment and Promise.

1. Israel’s rebellion: judgment and grace.  Ch. 1.  Note the Lord’s courtroom scenes; He is

prosecutor, witness, and judge.  Note His rejection of their religion and His call to repent

with the promise of forgiveness and redemption (1:18, 27).

2. “Jerusalem.”  Ch. 2-4.

a. The coming “Jerusalem” (in the last days).  2:1-4.

b. The present “Jerusalem.”  2:5 - 3:26.

c. The new “Jerusalem” (cf. Rev. 21).  4:1-6

d. Note both threat of chastisement and promise of glory.  Note continuing alternation

of judgment and grace in the indictment/prologue section.

3. Judgment and exile for a stubborn nation.  Ch. 5.

4. The whole prologue to this point is a general indictment of the condition of Israel and Judah,

but especially Judah, whom God will preserve as His own.  But they will see in the exile of

Israel what they deserve in judgment and what kind of chastisement they will receive.

5. Isaiah’s commission as prophet.  Ch. 6.  He is to announce judgment and grace, indictment

and promise, salvation by the power of God not man.  His own commission was grounded

on his reception of saving grace.  He saw the holiness and glory of God, and was so

convicted of his sinfulness that he was coming spiritually apart at the seams: “Woe is me,



for I am undone.”  His conviction was so deep that he could not wait for God to curse and

destroy him, but called down God’s curse upon himself (“woe”).  But then, an angel took a

coal from the sacrifice on the altar and touched his unclean lips to cleanse away his guilt. 

This was a picture of the sacrifice of Christ, who gave himself over willingly to God’s

judgment as a whole burnt offering to pay for the sins of His people.  When His sacrifice is

applied to the sinner, his sin and guilt is cleansed away as a matter of God’s gift to the

unworthy.  When Isaiah, overwhelmed by th grace of God, hears God’s call, his gratitude for

God’s wondrous grace moves him to cry out, “Here am I!  Send me!” ready to serve the God

of his salvation.

III. The Immanuel Book: The Messiah Is Judah’s True Hope.  Chapters 6-12.  The events that took place in

Israel during Isaiah’s ministry to Judah bear on Judah.  Judah should be able to see in Israel what they

deserve for the sins against which Isaiah preaches to them, and Judah should see God’s chastisement of them

in the Assyrian invasions of Judah that occur during the same time period.  But God’s promises accompany

His threats.  The first section set the tone of indictment and promise to support the theme of salvation by the

power of God through the Redeemer, not the works of man.  This section continues by revisiting ch. 6.

A. Isaiah’s Vision and Commission.  Ch. 6.

1. Isaiah’s vision was a vision of God’s glory.  It was a vision of the glory of God’s Person: His

essential and moral majesty; a vision (even a taste) of the glory of God’s work: with a true

understanding of his own sinfulness and that of all men (the people among whom he lived

could not help him), and a true taste of God’s work of atonement providing forgiveness—and

that was a true taste of grace.  This gave Isaiah a passion for the glory of God’s message.  So,

when called by the Lord, Isaiah emphatically, passionately said, “Here am I!  Send me!” 

There are lessons in this about the call of a minister and its basis, even though prophetic

visions are no longer given, Heb. 1:1).  But the message Isaiah was commissioned by God

to give was one of conviction of sin, hard-heartedness, and unbelief calling for the threat of



judgment and the promise of salvation.

B. Crisis and Promise.  Ch. 7.

1. Crisis is that Syria (“Aram”) and Israel (the Northern Kingdom, “Ephraim”) attack Jerusalem

to conquer it.  The king of Judah was Ahaz, one of the more wicked southern kings.  Ahaz

paid Assyria to come save Judah (2 Kg. 16:1ff.).  God sent Isaiah to tell Ahaz that salvation

would come from God.  Note God’s rich mercy upon even an unbelieving king for the sake

of His visible people and especially the remnant of believers among them.  (As the WCF

says, God’s providence takes especial care of His church.)    Also, Isaiah gave the first

prediction of the fall of Syria and Israel.  Thus, salvation had to come from God, not man.

2. Ultimate salvation would come by Immanuel, the kind of Savior that only God could send,

arriving by a kind of miracle that only God can accomplish—a virgin birth.  The Savior will

be both God and man, Isaiah promises (“Immanuel” = “God with us.”)   Isaiah’s message to

Ahaz includes a rebuke for fearing Syria and Israel (7:16).

3. Devastation as trial and chastisement (7:17-25) will come to Judah from the very one they

hired to be their help and hope, Assyria.  This is imminent, just as Israel’s fall is.

C. The Assyrian Invasion and a Godly Response.  Ch. 8:1 - 9:7.

1. Maher-shalal-hash-baz: “Swift is the booty, speedy is the prey.”  Ch. 8:1-10.  Assyria will

have its prey soon, for Damascus and Samaria will fall before Isaiah’s son can talk—within

2 years.  Samaria rejected the true worship of God in the temple for false gods and

confidence in human, ungodly kings.

2. Proper way to deal with the crisis.  8:11-22.  Fear God and trust His word.

3. Further respose.  9:1-7.  Look toward the Messianic King, the true King of God’s people,

who will come in later times and bring light to the very place that is now about to be

destroyed by Assyria.  God will have His people in Judah, and His remnant in Israel of the

Gentiles.  Immanuel is the child to be born, and is the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,



Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

D. Israel and Assyria: Pride, Judgment, and Deliverance..  Ch. 9:8 - 10:34.

1. Israel’s pride.  9:8 - 10:4.  Assyria as the instrument of God’s judgment on them.

2. Assyria’s pride and God’s judgment on them.  10:5-19.

3. A remnant of Israel.  10:20-34.  Their return by God’s deliverance in spite of Assyria’s

conquest.

E. Judah’s Hope in the Messiah.  Ch. 11:1 - 12:6.

1. The Shoot and Branch of Jesse.  11:1-5.  He will have the Spirit of the Lord, the fear of the

Lord, the righteousness of the Lord, and the judgment of the Lord.

2. Peace under the reign of the Messiah, the Root of Jesse.  11:6-10.

3. Restoration of the remnant by the Root of Jesse.  11:11-16.

4. A song of thanksgiving and praise for salvation by the Lord (through the Shoot, Branch, and

Root of Jesse).  Ch. 12.

IV. Judgment on the Nations.  Ch. 13-27.  “Judah, give attention!  God’s judgment will fall upon the nations in

whom Israel has hoped, in whom Judah will be tempted to hope, and who are hostile and do evil to you.”

A. First Cycle of Oracles.  Ch. 13-20.  Focuses on judgments issuing in promises.

1. The oracle concerning Babylon.  13:1 - 14:27.

a. The judgment that will befall them is from the Lord.  He will use a faraway nation

as His instrument of judgment.

b. His judgment is destruction for Babylon’s iniquity.

c. Babylon will fall to the Medes.  They will destroy the city as well as its people.

d. “Israel” (God’s people as manifest in the Southern Kingdom, Judah) will be

comforted by God when He turns the tables.  Israel will take their captors captive

back to the promised land.  “Israel” will raise up a “taunt” against their oppressors. 

Judgment on the enemies of God’s people feeds into promise for God’s people.



2. The oracle concerning Philistia.  14:28-32.

a. Philistia is not safe from harm just because Judah will be exiled.  There is no refuge

from judgment and destruction for Philistia; the same destroyer will overthrow them

by God’s judgment.

b. By contrast, there will be eternal refuge for God’s people in Zion.  The Davidic

dynasty and the promises are safe.

3. The oracle concerning Moab.  Ch.15-16.

a. Moab’s extreme pride (16:6) “goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a

fall.”  Devastation and ruin will remove the abundance of the land, of which they are

so proud.

b. Crying out to their false gods will not prevail over God’s judgment.  Their pride in

their abundance of the stuff of this world will be turned to weeping.

c. Refuge for Moab will be in Zion, when they no longer oppress Zion, but submit to

its King on David’s throne (the coming Messiah).

4. The oracle concerning Damascus.  Ch. 17.

a. Damascus and all Syria will fall.  Israel will have no buffer, and its hope in its

alliance with Syria will fail.

b. That which is by the works of man will fade and be destroyed.  That which is of God

will be preserved.  There will be the few “gleanings” who believe in God and have

rejected idols.  Those who have forgotten God will know destruction.

c. All of this was followed with the promise: the plunderers will be chased away by the

rebuke of God.

5. The oracle concerning Ethiopia.  Ch. 18.  God will bring judgment on this fierce nation, who

have battled against His people as the allies of their enemies.  He will cut off their armies as

easily as pruning a grape vine.  Yet, in future, they will bow the knee and do homage to God



in Zion.

6. The oracle concerning Egypt.  Ch. 19-20.

a. Judgment on Egypt for its idols.  19:1-4.  It is as though God were saying, “Your trust

for peace is in idols??  I will destroy your peace and demoralize you and confound

you by giving you over to idols and their mouths.”

b. Judgment on Egypt’s hope.  19:5-10.  “You believe that life and hope are provided

by the waters of Egypt??   I will dry up your waters and your Nile’s good effects. 

Where will your hope of life be then?”

c. Judgment on Egypt’s kings.  19:11-15.  “You put your trust in the words of the

Pharaohs you worship??   I will cause their foolishness to lead you astray.”

d. God’s judgment will bring the fear of Judah upon Egypt.  19:16-17.

e. God will bring Egypt to Himself.  19:18-22.  Here is promise to follow up judgment. 

God will bring faith and true worship to Egypt.  He will bring a Savior for Egypt. 

Vs. 22 is a wonderful summary.  As an example from church history: Alexandria was

a center of Christianity that spread far and wide throughout Egypt in the early church

from the 2  to the 6  centuries AD.  Even to the modern day, with all of thend th

persecutions, there are still many Egyptian Christians.  There is a family of Egyptian

Christians in our own denomination.

f. God will bring together in intimate concord and discourse those who were once

enemies to each other and His OT people.  19:23-25.  He still does this today with

enemies of His NT people.

g. “But as for now.”  Ch. 20.  Isaiah tells Judah, “But as for now, do not put your hope

in Egypt, for Assyria will conquer Egypt.  You shall not escape Assyria’s attach by

hoping in Egypt.  Use your heads.  Hope in God, the Judge and Savior of both

Assyria and Egypt.”  Note how judgments issued in promises, time and time again. 



God’s judgments often awaken people to His promises of salvation, and show the

need for salvation.  Again and again, the thematic idea shows up, that hope cannot

be found in the power or works of men, but only in God.

B. The Second Cycle of Oracles.  Ch. 21-23.

1. The oracle concerning Babylon.  21:1-10.

a. The fall of Babylon and its false gods: note how the vision of it brings anguish to

Isaiah, even though they are enemies.  Like God, he does not delight in the death of

the wicked (Ezekiel).

b. Babylon falls while they are eating and drinking.  21:5.  Cf. Dan. 5:25-30 as the

fulfillment of this prophecy.  Cp. also Matt. 24:37-39.  The final judgment will come

upon the worldly unaware like a thief in the night.

c. The prophecy of Babylon’s fall given far in advance.  21:10.  This is for the

encouragement and consolation of Judah when their exile came.  The written word

was given for them to know the prophecy and have hope in God’s salvation of them

from exile.  Thus, the purpose of prophecy is given, as well as the value of the

written word.  Cf. Westminster Confession of Faith 1.1.

2. The oracle concerning Edom.

3. The oracle concerning Arabia.  This nation of the world, which also seems strong in the ways

of war, will fall in a year.  This will show that they have needs, but no solutions.  The wealth

of their trade and caravans can provide no solutions to the problem that results in judgment.

4. The oracle concerning Jerusalem (the Valley of Vision).  Ch. 22.  The city of the prophets,

from which come the visions, will itself be judged.  Isaiah prophesied the capture of the

rulers who tried to escape the Babylonian siege (2 Kg. 24:11-14; 25:4-6).  All their efforts

at fortifying and protecting the city will fail because they did not depend or call on God

(22:11).  Instead, they were eating, drinking, and living for the moment in the gratification



of their lusts, as any unbelievers of the Gentiles would.  Thus, the exile that is chastisement

for the nation as a whole, and for God’s people in it who fall into sin, will be judgment for

those of Israel who are not Israel.

5. The oracle concerning Tyre.  Her pride in her wealth, etc., goes before her destruction.  She

would be destroyed, forgotten for 70 years like Judah, and rebuilt.  But her gain will be holy

to the Lord, used for His people.  Cf. Prov. 13:22b; 28:8.

C. The Third Cycle of Oracles.  Ch. 24-27.  Motyer calls it “The Contrast of Two Cities.”  It deals more

generally with the differentiation between the unbelieving and God’s people, and emphasizes that

God’s people depend on Him.

1. The City of Meaninglessness. Ch. 24.  A general judgment upon “the city of chaos” (vs. 10).

a. The Lord’s reign is seen in His judgment for sin.  24:21-23.

2. A song of praise for salvation.  Ch. 25.

a. Praise for God’s glorious justice.

b. Praise for His salvation on Mt. Zion.

(1) Note vs. 6: His abundance of provision of sustaining His people, but shown

in celebration and the fellowship of dining together.

(2) Note vs. 7: His removing the veil.

(3) Note vs. 8: His swallowing up of death in eternal life, removing affliction and

reproach.  This is what Christ has accomplished, and will bring to pass for us.

3. The Strong City: waiting in hope.  A form of a song of trust in God.

4. The Final Gathering of Universal Israel.  This does not refer to universal salvation, but that

God will gather all of His people from every tribe and nation and people and tongue.

5. The third cycle of oracles provides the conclusion for the first two cycles, and demonstrates

God’s sovereignty in both salvation and judgment.

V. Deliverance Is Not in Egypt, but in the Lord.  Ch. 28-35.



A. The Lord’s Purpose.  Ch. 28-29.

1. “Ephraim” Is Ripe for Judgment.  28:1-13.

2. A Warning to the Scoffers in Judah.  28:14-29.  Their covenant with death will not save

them, but will bring them death at the Lord’s hands.

a. The Lord knows how to plant, and harvest, and thresh His own.  His separation of the

good from the chaff will be perfect.

3. The Iniquity and Chastisement of Jerusalem.  This comes along with an announcement of

deliverance.

a. The visible church blinded themselves (cf. Isa. 6:9-10), and made themselves unable

to understand God’s revelation by removing their hearts and reverence far from God,

paying Him lip service only, all the while seeking to deceive Him by hiding their

motives and deeds.

B. The Judean Alliance with Egypt.  Ch. 30-31.

1. To trust in Egypt is to be deceived.  Ch. 30.  For us today, we must realize that to trust in the

world and its ways is to be deceived.

2. Egypt will be no help.  Ch. 31.  The Lord will protect Jerusalem; Assyria is no problem for

Him.

C. The Certainty of the Coming Salvation.  Ch. 32-33.

1. True blessedness will come.  Ch. 32.

a. Note the transformation in character that true salvation will bring.  32:3-8.

b. Trouble will come soon, but true peace and lasting blessedness will come when the

Spirit is poured out upon God’s people.  32:9-14.

2. Oppression will end.  Ch. 33.  God’s kingdom will be established.

D. God’s Sovereignty in Judgment and Salvation, Again.  Ch. 34-25.

1. God’s Sovereignty in Judgment.  Ch. 34.  The final overthrow is seen here.



2. God’s Sovereignty in Salvation.  Ch. 35.  The ultimate bliss of God’s redeemed people.  See

Westminster Shorter Catechism Q. 38.

E. Contemporary History and Hezekiah.  Ch. 36-39.  Conclusion of the Assyrian period.

1. Destruction of Judah averted.  Ch. 36-37.

a. Sennacherib and the first attempt of the empire of man to destroy the kingdom of

God.  Ch. 36.

b. The failure of the first attempt to destroy the kingdom of God.  Ch. 37.

2. The death of Judah’s king averted.  Ch. 38.  Godly Hezekiah’s desire to complete the reforms

he started, and not to leave God’s people leaderless at a crucial time.  Also, his desire for

David’s line not to end, but to leave an heir to occupy the throne of David in order that God’s

promise of the Messiah would be carried out.

3. The Babylonian exile announced.  Ch. 39.  This is the beginning of the Babylonian period. 

Hezekiah stumbles into the sin of pride.  It is one more occasion and instrumental cause for

the later Babylonian captivity, along with Israel’s failure to observe the Sabbath years,

Manasseh’s idolatry, etc., etc.

VI. The Volume of the Servant.  Ch. 40-66.  Also known as The Volume of Comfort.  This is the second portion

of the book of Isaiah.  The outline of this portion is adapted mainly from Alec Motyer’s commentary on

Isaiah.  The first half of Isaiah emphasized that portion of the theme that salvation is not by the power of

man.  The second half emphasizes that portion of the theme that salvation is by the power of God through

the (promised) Redeemer.

A. The Consolation of the World.  Ch. 40-42.

1. The Consolation of Zion.  Ch. 40:1 - 41:20.

a. Voices of consolation.  40:1-11.  Note the importance of the Word of God and the

herald of the Word to bring consolation through salvation.

b. The incomparable God of Israel.  40:12 - 41:7.  Creator God (40:12-31).  Sovereign



God (41:1-7).  The prophecy is to Judah under the rubric of Israel, but the shift here

is to future events, not only in Judah’s exile and deliverance, but in what it

typifies—the greater deliverance brought by the Messiah.

c. Pictures of consolation.  41:8-20.  For those who have feared the enemy, and those

who are needy and afflicted.

2. The Consolation of the Gentiles.  Ch. 41:21 - 42:17.

a. A court scene.  41:21-29.  Idols and false gods exposed.  The world’s plight made

apparent.

b. The Servant.  42:1-9.  God’s answer to the world’s plight.

c. A song of joy.  42:10-17.  The world sings for the Lord’s victory.

B. The Redemption of Israel.  Ch. 42:18 - 44.

1. Release from Bondage.  42:18 - 43:21.

a. Israel: the blind and deaf servant.  42:18-25.

b. Disaster reversed: Israel redeemed.  43:1-7.  Note that God gave Egypt and Ethiopia

as their ransom.  Both of those whom Judah thought to ally were defeated.  The

defeat of both would be used to “redeem” Judah; i.e., the captors would gain Egypt

and Ethiopia and let Judah go.

c. Certainty of the Lord’s promise.  43:8-13.

d. Redemption from Babylon presented as a new Exodus.  43:14-21.

2. Forgiveness of Sins.  Ch. 43:22 - 44:23.

a. Sin exposed.  43:22-24.

b. Past sins forgotten; future blessing by the Spirit.  43:25 - 44:5.  Note the pattern of

the gospel that appears in conviction, forgiveness, and the blessing of the Spirit. 

Note that 43:25 is often used as an assurance of pardon during worship services.

c. The certainty of the Lord’s promise.  44:6-20.



d. The blessedness of Israel in the redeeming Lord.  44:21-23.  Note: this still mainly

focuses on the future event of return from exile in Babylon.  But God’s language is

such that the event should remind Judah that God is the Savior of them in the eternal

sense.

C. The Great Deliverance (from Babylon).  44:24 - 48:22.  Note the role of the Word and the prophets

to announce the deliverance.  The event will confirm the Word and fulfill its promise.

1. The Task of Cyrus: God’s Shepherd and Anointed.  Ch. 44:24 - 45:8.  He will be the

shepherd to rebuild Zion, the anointed to fulfill the interrelated purpose of God in order that

both Cyrus and Israel will know that He is God.

2. Impermissible Questioning of God’s Sovereignty.  Ch. 45:9-13.  The illustrations of the

potter and the parent.  They teach that divine acts are beyond question.

3. A World Plan, a Central People.  Ch. 45:14-25.

a. Gentile submission will be Israel’s glory.

b. Gentile salvation will be Israel’s glory.

4. A Rebellious People—the Unchangeable Lord.  Ch. 46.

5. The Triumph of Cyrus.  Ch. 47-48.

a. The doom of Babylon. Ch. 47.  Pride goes before a fall; or, pride goes before

destruction.

b. The true God’s deliverance, even of the rebellious.  Ch. 48.

D. The Greater Deliverance.  Ch. 49:1 - 55:13.

1. The Servant’s Task: Israel and the World.  49:1-6.

2. The Servant’s Success.  49:7-13.

3. Divine Confirmation of His Keeping Israel.  49:14-26.

4. Disobedience of Israel v. the Obedience of the Servant.  Ch. 50.

5. Salvation in Prospect and Reality.  51:1-52.



a. Commands to listen, promises of salvation.  51:1-8.

b. Appeal and reassurance.  51:9-16.

c. Command to respond: experience of salvation.  51:17 - 52:12.

6. The Arm of the Lord: the Work and Triumph of the Servant.  52:13 - 53:12.

a. The Exalted Servant.  52:13-15.

b. The Suffering Servant.  Ch. 53.  Witness; Penal Substitutionary Atonement; Reward.

c. Good news for the world.  Ch. 54-55.  Universal proclamation and invitation:

enlarging the church and the invitation to salvation.  Ch. 55 especially has long been

recognized as an invitation to receive God’s gracious offer of salvation.  It contains

that which is so foreign to the fallen man that God declares ““For My thoughts are

not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord.  For as the

heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My

thoughts than your thoughts.”  God says this right after He has said, “Seek the Lord

while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake his

way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to the Lord, and He

will have compassion on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” 

Fallen man, when offended, seeks vengeance; forgiveness is the farthest thing from

his mind and nature.  God, on the other hand, being the One offended by man’s sin,

forgives the sinner who repents and believes in the God who has provided His own

Son for the salvation of the elect.  Ch. 55 is the free offer of the gospel, just as John

3:16 is, but it expands on it and shows God’s sovereignty in the matter when it

promises His people that when His Word goes forth, it accomplishes what He desires

and succeeds in the matter for which He sends it forth, to save those whom He has

determined to save.  And the joy of the entire creation rings forth when He does.

E. The Anointed Servant.  Ch. 56-66.



1. The Needs and Sins of God’s People.  56:1 - 59:13.

a. Gentiles and “forbidden” people (eunuchs).  56:1-8.  The Sabbath and prayer.  Note:

those who were once forbidden to enter the temple can come to God through the

Messiah.  What marks them as people joined to the Lord?  Righteousness and justice

as evidence of faith; but also keeping the Sabbath as a sign of covenant faithfulness.

b. Condemnation of Israel’s wicked rulers.  56:9 - 57:21.  Problem and solution.

c. Sin exposed and confessed.  58:1 - 59:15a.

d. Confession to bring deliverance by the Redeemer.  59:15b-21.  Note God’s

commitment to both salvation for His own and vengeance against His enemies.

2. The Coming of the Anointed and Victorious Servant.  60:1 - 63:6.

a. The coming glory of the redeemed.  Ch. 60.  A universal people, and the Abrahamic

blessing consummated.

b. The Spirit-anointed Christ, and the transformation He brings.  61:1-11.

c. God’s commitment and oath to Zion.  Ch. 62.

d. The day of vengeance and the anointed Servant’s victory over the nations.  63:1-6.

3. Prayer and Response: God’s Mercy and Heart-Sincerity.  63:7 - 66.

a. God’s former mercies cause Israel to plead for deliverance.  63:7 - 64:12.

b. Sure promises.  65:1 - 66.  The final reckoning and the new Jerusalem (the church;

cf. Rev. 21-22).  Heart-sincerity to replace externalism in worship.


