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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Jeremiah

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Jeremiah: Divine judgment in Judah’s imminent downfall.

B. Introductory Notes.

1. With the theme stated, it is important to realize that plenty of Jeremiah’s message warned

Judah to turn from idolatry and sin, and then to submit to Babylon’s rule and

Nebuchadnezzar as God’s instrument to chastise them, in order to avoid exile.  They did not

heed the warnings, and the prophesied exile took place according to Jeremiah.  Gleason

Archer: “Every class of Hebrew society was condemned as inexcusable guilty.  Because

Judah refused to repent, the Babylonian Captivity was inevitable.  All Hebrews needed to

submit humbly to the Chaldean yoke, rather than to rebel against it, since it was a just

chastisement for their unfaithfulness to God’s covenant.  Nevertheless the day would come

when Israel would be delivered by the Messiah, the Righteous Branch; therefore true Israel

should always trust in God alone, never in the arm of flesh.”

2. Throw out any idea of chronological arrangement.  Jeremiah is arranged by themes; the

chronology is all mixed up.  Chapters 1-25 are prophecies of woe and weal, judgment and

blessing.  Chapters 26-45 are Jeremiah’s life as it relates to his ministry.  Chapters 46-51 are

prophecies against the nations, picking up where ch. 25 left off.  Chapter 52 is a historical

appendix, probably added by Baruch according to Jeremiah’s plan and direction.  The

arrangement of the book seems scattered but, as E. J. Young says, “Their arrangement [the

prophecies] enables the prophet to emphasize repetition.  The themes of Jeremiah are

recurring ones—the sinfulness of the nation and the approaching doom.”



3. Jeremiah was a prophet under the last five kings of Judah, 626 BC - 586 BC, and an

unknown brief period of perhaps two to four years after the destruction of Jerusalem during

which those of Judah who fled to Egypt forced him to go with them.  The exile technically

began in 605 BC, but Judah retained her king as a vassal to Nebuchadnezzar until the

destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC.

A Chronological Analysis of Jeremiah.

II. Under Josiah, the last good king—639-608 BC.

A. Jeremiah called by God: 627 BC.  Chapter 1.

B. First message to the sinful nation of Judah.  Ch. 2:1 - 3:5.

C. Second discourse: Ch. 3:6 - 6:30.  Judah to be punishe by a nation from the north.

D. The Temple Discourse.  Ch. 7-10.  This could have taken place later under Jehoiakim. Butm it owarse 

likely directed against those who adopted Josiah’s reforms externally only, and because of

formalism.  Jeremiah had already been preaching about five years when the book of the law was

found in the temple to spark Josiah’s reforms (2 Kgs. 22:2, 8-13).

E. A message regarding violation of Josiah’s covenant.  Ch. 11-13.  It also could have taken place under

Jehoiakim, but refers to Josiah’s covenant.

F.  Drought and dearth to Judah who deserves judgment, not the peace that the false prophets were

preaching.  Ch. 14-15.  Jeremiah prays for the Lord to remember him for the reproach he suffered

(cp. Rom. 15:3; Ps. 69:9).  The Lord reassured him.

G. More of Judah’s desolation.  Ch. 16-17.  Again, it is difficult to say whether this came under Josiah

or Jehoiakim.  Deceitful hearts are the cause of the distress and desolation.  

H. A symbol of the coming exile.  Ch. 18-20.  The potter and the clay, leading to the broken jar.  Also

appearing here are the persecution of Jeremiah by Pashur the son of Immer, and one of Jeremiah’s

complaints.

III. Under Jehoahaz, son of Josiah.  No prophecy is recorded as being given under his reign.  This doesn’t mean



that Jeremiah didn’t preach, but just that the time was too brief for new revelation to have come.  Jehoahaz

only reigned three months.  The death of Josiah began a period as tributaries to Egypt.  Pharaoh Neco

removed Jehoahaz and put Jehoiakim his brother on the throne.

IV. Under Jehoiakim.

A. Message in the temple court.  Ch. 26.  It was given at the beginning of Jehoiakim’s reign, as ch. 7-10

had been.  Urijah, another true prophet, was put to death.

B. A prophecy of captivity to Babylon.  Ch. 25.  In the 4  year of Jehoiakim’s reign.  Later that year,th

Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem.  There is also a prophecy of judgment on Babylon after 70

years.

C. The Rechabites.  Ch. 35.  Jeremiah held them up as an example of obedience to God contrasted to

Judah’s disobedience, that put Judah to shame.

D. Jeremiah writes prophecies by Baruch’s hand.  Ch. 36.  4  year of Jehoiakim’s reign.  Jehoiakimth

burned the scroll; Jeremiah rewrote the prophecies.

E. God promised to preserve Baruch’s life.  Ch. 45.

F. Prophecies given after Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Egyptians.  Ch. 46-49.  The defeat was at the

Battle of Carchemish in 605 BC.  The Egyptians were Judah’s current masters and supposed

guardians.  Perhaps a portion of these prophecies came early in Jehoiakim’s reign, perhaps some

came later in it.

V. Under Jehoiachin (Jehoiakim’s son).  No prophecies were attributed to this time period.  He also reigned

only three months.

VI. Under Zedekiah (Jehoiakim’s brother, Josiah’s son).

Archer’s Outline of Jeremiah.  It is more thematic and summarizes the content.

I. Prophecies under Josiah and Jehoiakim.  Ch. 1-20.  Archer does not distinguish which prophecy came under

which king.

A. Jeremiah’s Call and Commission.  Ch. 1.



B. The Sin and Ingratitude of the Nation.  Ch. 2 - 3:5.

C. The Prediction of Devastation from the North.  Ch. 3:6 - 6:30.

D. The Threat of the Babylonian Exile—the First Temple Discourse.  Ch. 7-10.

E. The Broken Covenant and the Sign of the Waistband.  Ch. 11-13.  The covenant was broken by

idolatry, which is forsaking God.  It was evidenced further by disobedience to God’s

commandments, which are stipulations of God’s covenant.  This speaks of the national aspect of the

covenant in which the visible church as a nation was promised blessings for faithfulness and

obedience (blessings in this case were rewards of grace).  Not every single individual under the

external administration of the covenant of grace were idolaters and disobedient.  Some (a few) were

partakers of the internal administration of the covenant and its blessings of salvation through faith.

F. The Drought, the Sign of the Unmarked Prophet, and the Warnings about the Sabbath.  Ch. 14-17.

G. The Potter and the Clay.  Ch. 18-20.

II. Later Prophecies under Jehoiakim and Zedekiah.  Ch. 21-39.

A. Nebuchadnezzar, God’s Instrument to Punish Zedekiah and Jerusalem.  Ch. 21-29.  Includes the

Messianic prophecy in ch.23: the vision of good and bad figs.

B. The Messiah.  Ch.30-33.  Spiritual salvation and His davidic throne in the future.

C. Zedekiah’s Disloyalty to God and the Loyalty of the Rechabites.  Ch. 34-35.  This was Zedekiah’s

great sin, in addition to all the others.

D. Jehoiakim’s Opposition.  Ch. 36.  The destruction of the prophetic scroll.

E. Jeremiah’s Imprisonment during the Siege.  Ch. 37-39.

III. Prophecies after the Fall of Jerusalem.  Ch. 40-45.

A. Ministry among the Remnant in Judah.  Ch. 40-42.

B. Ministry among the Fugitives in Egypt.  Ch. 43-44.

C. Encouragement to Baruch.  Ch. 45.

IV. Prophecies against the Nations.  Ch. 46-51.



A. Against Egypt.  Ch. 46.

B. Against Philistia.  Ch. 47.

C. Against Moab.  Ch. 48.

D. Against Ammon, Edom, Damascus, Arabia, and Elam.  Ch. 49.

E. Against Babylon.  Ch. 50-51.

V. A Historical Appendix.  Ch. 52.  Events of the fall and captivity of Judah.


