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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Lamentations

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Lamentations: Lament for Jerusalem’s destruction.  There are many sub-themes that boil

down to anguish over Jerusalem’s iniquity and God’s need for anger and retribution.  This reflects

the believer’s sadness over the church’s impurity and God’s need to chastise it severely.  It should

be obvious that there are applications to the believer’s grief and mourning over his own sin and

God’s need to chastise him.

B. Introductory Notes.  Matters of Structure, etc.

1. There are 5 chapters, the first 4 of which are acrostic.  Chapters 1, 2, 4 are 22 verses each,

corresponding to the 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet.  Chapter 3 is 66 verses long, with

each Hebrew letter beginning 3 verses.

2. Each chapter is considered a “lamentation” or a lament.  A lament is an expression of sorrow

that may take different forms.  One somewhat modern day cultural illustration is the song of

the elves over the supposed death of Gandalf in the Lord of the Rings movie, “The

Fellowship of the Ring.”  However, it can also take the form of a funeral dirge focused on

the one who is dead: “O how the mighty have fallen” (2 Sam. 1:19-27).  In Lamentations,

Jeremiah personified the city Jerusalem, as though the city were singing for itself.  It can also

take the form of a lament proper, in expression of sorrow.

II. Outline and Content.  This is taken mostly from E. J. Young.

A. The Lamentable Condition of the Forsaken City.  Chapter 1.

1. A lament over the iniquities of Jerusalem.

2. A lament over the destruction of the city.



3. A lament over the forsakenness of the city.  Cf. vs. 11, where the personification begins,

through vs. 16.

4. The righteousness of God in the desolation of Jerusalem, vs. 18.  “Wisdom is vindicated by

all her deeds.”  Personification is seen again.

5. A plea for the punishment of the enemies.  Vss. 21-22.

B. The Outworking of Wrath.  Chapter 2.  What God did to the city in His wrath.

1. Some reasons find their way into the lament.  E.g., false prophets: vss. 9, 14.

2. In connection with them, the Lord carried out His purpose.  Vs. 17.

3. Call for repentance.  Vss. 18-19.

4. A response: acknowledging the terrible destruction.

C. The Forsaken City’s Lament: Representative of the Nation.  Chapter 3.

1. When we read this, we usually think it is Jeremiah speaking about himself.  It isn’t. 

However, Jeremiah did have to go through the siege, destruction, etc., by virtue of being in

Jerusalem’s midst as God’s prophet.  Chapter 1 is the city’s lament for itself; chapter 3 is the

city’s lament as it represents the nation of Judah/Israel (what was left of Israel dwelling in

Judah; by this time, Israel the northern kingdom had been exiled 136 years before).

2. The city laments its tragic condition.  Vss. 1-20.

3. The city recalls the Lord’s mercy that it was not entirely consumed, and trusts God’s

goodness.  Vss. 21-39.

4. The city exhorts itself to try its ways and return to the Lord.  Vss. 40-54.  Cf. Ps. 139:23-24.

5. Acknowledgment that God has heard, and a call for His vengeance on their enemies.  Vss.

55-66.  Cf. WSC Q. 26, Christ’s office as King.

D. Contrast of Zion’s Former Glory with Her Current Misery and Miserable Condition.  Chapter 4.

1. “How has the gold become dim!”  (Old translation.)  Dr. Morton Smith wrote a book by that

title that chronicled the fall of the PCUS, the old southern presbyterian denomination,



because of its departure from faith in Jesus Christ according to the Bible’s gospel.  It was

spiritually destroyed, and God’s judgment on it was finally to end its separate existence when

it was swallowed by the PCUSA, itself a liberal denomination that has left the gospel.

2. Notice the emphasis on the completion of God’s wrath.

E. The Repentant Nation Casts Itself on God’s Mercy (taken from Gleason Archer).  Chapter 5.  This

chapter is not acrostic.

1. If the church will do this now, much trouble and affliction will be avoided, and God would

restore some portion of the church to blessing.  He would restore the years the locusts have

eaten.

2. An appeal to God to remember its affliction.

3. The affliction is great, but among the people, there are the lamenters who still trust in the

eternal God.
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