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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Ezekiel

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Ezekiel: The faithfulness of God to His purposes and His people.

B. Introductory Notes.  The destruction of the sinful nation was necessary.  But God is gracious; He

would re-gather Israel under one King with true worship.  God is gracious and does not delight in

the death of the wicked; thus, He offers deliverance to all, even though He has chosen in Christ

whom He would save before the foundation of the world.

1. Review of the History/Timeline.  Josiah was the last good king of Judah (639-608 BC). 

Jehoahaz was the son of Josiah (reigned 3 months in 608 BC).  He was taken prisoner by

Pharaoh at Hamath.  Jehoiakim was another son of Josiah (608-597 BC).  He was made king

by Pharaoh while Judah was still under Egyptian domination.  During his reign, the Battle

of Carchemish took place in 605 BC, where Babylon defeated Egypt.  Babylon then took

dominion over Judah.  At some point, Nebuchadnezzar specifically subjected Jehoiakim,

who served him for 3 years and then rebelled.  He thus rebelled sometime between 602 and

597 BC.  Nebuchadnezzar took him prisoner to Babylon.  Jehoiachin was Jehoiakim’s son

(reigned 3 months in 597 BC).  Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem.  Jehoiachin

surrendered, and was exiled to Babylon.  The first deportation took place (2 Kg. 24:10-14). 

Ezekiel was deported to Babylon at the same time Jehoiachin was.  Ezekiel was called to be

a prophet in 592 BC, the 5  year of Jehoiachin’s captivity.th

II. Before the Fall of Jerusalem (586 BC).  Chapters 1-24.

A. Ezekiel’s Commissioning Visions.

1. The first vision.  Chapters 1-3.  The judgment of God to fall upon the nation from the north. 



It included a vision of God’s glory.  As with Isaiah, then came His call, or commission, to

the prophetic office.

a. This probably took place in Ezekiel’s 30  year of life.  Ezekiel was of a priestlyth

family, a Levite.  It isn’t surprising that some prophets came from the priestly tribe;

part of their responsibility was to teach and counsel God’s word.

b. Note the connection of the Word with his call: 2:8; 3:1-3.  Then he went to Tel-Abib

and waited for 7 days.  The message to begin his ministry and to tell what kind of

ministry it would be was put in terms of the “watchman to the house of Israel.”

2. The second vision.  Again, a vision of God’s glory, with further instructions about his

ministry.  Assurance that God is in control of Ezekiel, to make him mute or speak at the right

times.

B. Prophetic Symbols of Judgment on Jerusalem.  Chapters 4-7.

1. Ch. 4.  Lying on his side, Ezekiel announces punishment of Judah’s sins.  Eating defiled

bread, and rationed food and water, he pronounces the consequences of siege.

2. Ch. 5.  By cutting, burning, and scattering his hair, Ezekiel shows what will happen to the

people of Jerusalem.  Further expounding reveals the guilt of the people.

3. Ch. 6.  The oracle to the mountains of Israel—judgment on idolatrous worship.

4. Ch. 7.  The oracle to the land of Israel—judgment on entire kingdom.

C. Vision of Abominations in Jerusalem.  Chapter 8.

1. Visions given by the Spirit, while the elders were seated before Ezekiel.

2. The abominations were various kinds of idolatry.

D. Punishment of Jerusalem.  Chapters 9-11.

1. Vision of seal and slaughter.  The seal is for God’s people, who are in anguish at seeing

abominations.  The slaughter is for the rest.  This vision shows the reality that though

Christians may go through the same calamity, it is judgment for the wicked, not judgment



for the believer.

2. The vision of the Lord’s glory preparing to depart the temple and Jerusalem.

3. The vision of destruction of evil rulers—with the promise of restoration to the exiles to

whom those remaining in Jerusalem proudly said the promised land no longer was theirs. 

The remaining idolatrous Jews will be destroyed.  Faithful deportees will be restored,

according to the faithfulness of God who will give them new hearts (11:19-20).  With the

vision over, he gives the Word to the exiles.

E. Oracles of Warning.  Chapters 12-14.

1. Oracle of exile, with symbolic action, and warning to the king.

2. Oracle to the false prophets of their corruption and their end.  This included women false

“prophets” (vs. 17ff.).

3. Oracle to the idolatrous elders.

4. Jerusalem will not be spared.  It will receive 4 severe judgments: sword, famine, beasts,

plague.

F. Necessity and Certainty of Punishment.  Chapters 15-17.

1. Jerusalem: the useless vine is burned up.

2. God’s grace in Israel’s salvation recalled, and Israel’s harlotry recalled.

3. The parable of 2 eagles and a vine and its interpretation.  Zedekiah’s rebellion against

Babylon, his resulting death, and a later restoration of the royal line (Shealteal, Zerubbabel).

G. God’s Ways of Dealing with the Repentant and Unrepentant—Mercy or Judgment.  Chapter 18. 

Also note the doctrine of personal responsibility.  God is a just God, though merciful.

H. Lament for the Princes (Kings) of Israel.  Chapter 19.

I. Final Warnings before the Fall of Jerusalem.  Chapters 20-24.

1. Israel’s ingratitude.  Chapters 20-21.  The Lord’s instrument of judgment (sword of the Lord

= Nebuchadnezzar).  Note vss. 25-27 mean no more Davidic kings until Christ.



2. A catalog of sins of Samaria (the Northern Kingdom) and Judah.  Chapters 22-23.

3. The death of Ezekiel’s wife as part of a prophetic symbol: Ezekiel was not allowed to mourn

for his wife symbolized that there was no mourning for God’s fallen bride, Israel.

The sum of this entire section: God’s faithfulness to His threats and character: unbelief and sin draw judgment.

III. Prophecies against the Nations.  Chapters 25-32.  Note: every major prophet and some minor prophets do

this.  God does not neglect to give His threat of judgment against His enemies and ours, and those who reject

Him.

A. Prophecies against Nearest Nations.  Chapter 25.

1. Ammon to be delivered to conquest by those in the east.  25:1-7

2. Moab to suffer a like destiny.  25:8-11.

3. Vengeful Edom to see the anger of the vengeful God.  25:12-14.

4. Cruel and destructive Philistines to see destruction.  25:15-17.

B. Tyre and Sidon.  Symbols of materialism and pride.  Chapters 26-28.  All those around, even to the

islands, will know of their destruction and be astonished and dismayed.

C. Egypt.  Chapters 29-32.  Nebuchadnezzar to receive Egypt as his “wages” for destroying Tyre and

Sidon with no spoils.  Egypt, the symbol of idolatry and self-sufficiency, will fall to a nation with

different idols and even more self-confidence.

IV. Prophecies of Reconstruction and Restoration after the Fall of Jerusalem.  (Hendriksen includes the first 32

chapters under the heading “Annihilation,” and the rest of the book under the heading “Resurrection.”  In

typical Hendriksen style, he begins the major headings of his outline as an acrostic of each of those two

words.  But his summaries of the material are essentially solid.  Archer adds some good summary

information.  However, because Archer is Dispensational and Premillennial in his eschatology, his view of

Ezekiel’s vision of the temple and what leads up to it is not entirely accurate, so we will not use that portion

of his material.)

A.  For Judah.  Chapters 33-39.



1. The fall of Jerusalem.  Chapter 33.

2. Unrighteous shepherds will give way to the righteous Shepherd “David.”  Chapter 34.

3. Edom to be punished.  Chapter 35.

4. The return of captive Israel to the promised land, with their shame and uncleanness removed,

their restoration, and reunion of Judah and Israel under “David” (Christ).  Chapters 36-37. 

What a picture of Christ’s gathering of His people out of the fallen world in which we were

exiled because of our sin, having cleansed us of our shame and uncleanness by His death and

resurrection on our behalf!

5. Destruction of the enemies (Gog and Magog).  Chapters 38-39.

B. For the temple.  Chapters 40-48.  This is often seen as a prophecy of the rebuilding of the temple,

beginning in Ezra’s day and standing until its destruction in 70 AD.  It has a second and greater

fulfillment, though; it is a prophecy of the building of the church on the “foundation of the apostles

and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted

together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together into

a dwelling of God in the Spirit” (Eph. 2:20-22; cf. 1 Pet. 2:4-6).  This section does NOT prophesy

a “millennial” temple to be rebuilt so that sacrifices may be re-instituted by the Jews during a 7-year

tribulation, etc., etc.

1. Construction of the temple.  Chapters 40 - 43:12.

2. Ordinances for the temple.  Chapter 43:13 - 46.

3. River of life issuing from the temple.  Chapter 47:1-12.

4. Division of the promised land.  Chapter 47:13 - 48:29.  Notice that every tribe will have its

guaranteed inheritance, and the “aliens” (strangers from outside the tribes, like Gentiles and

those not born into the church) who come to them believing in the true and living God and

His salvation, also are guaranteed and inheritance in the promised land.  It reminds us that

every Christian, no matter who he is or when God drew him to Christ, has a place in the



church as God’s people and Christ’s body, and an eternal inheritance in heaven with the

saints in light.

5. The names of the tribes associated with the gates of the temple.  Chapter 48:30-35.
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