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Daniel

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Daniel: The sovereignty of God in the disposition of earthly kingdoms for the

establishment of the kingdom of God.

B. Introductory Notes.  Daniel is a prophecy by a believer who served as an official in an earthly

“kingdom,” or government.  It was a Gentile government; namely, the Babylonian Empire first, then

the Medo-Persian Empire that conquered and took it over.  It is a prophecy about the coming raising

up and deposing of empires as God providentially brought about “the fullness of time” into which

Christ would be born (Gal. 4:4).  “The fullness of time” is a very significant phrase that pointed to

God’s providential preparation of the religious, historical, social, cultural, governmental, and even

geographical factors that needed to be in place for the life and ministry of Jesus Christ to accomplish

salvation for the elect people of God through His sinless life, sacrificial death, and resurrection from

the dead.  Even the institution by which man exercises his greatest temporal power (government)

cannot resist God or His providence.  God controlled the largest movements on earth as well as the

least to bring about the exact situation in space and time into which Christ would enter.

II. Introduction to the Book of Daniel.  Chapter 1.  It tells of Nebuchadnezzar’s siege of Jerusalem.  During the

first deportation to Babylon (some authorities date it at 606 BC, some at 597 BC), youth of royal and noble

families in Jerusalem were taken to Babylon to be trained for government service.  These included Daniel,

Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael.  The triumph of grace is shown in God’s providence in the matter of

Daniel’s refusal to eat the king’s delicacies.

III. Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream.  Chapter 2.  This chapter is foundational or key to understanding the rest of the

book, particularly Daniel’s visions.



A. Nebuchadnezzar’s Commands.  He commanded the Chaldeans (“wise men,” priests) to reveal what

he dreamed and then interpret it.  Note their admission in vs. 11, unwittingly throwing attention on

the fact that only God knows the thoughts of man and His own decree.

B. Daniel’s Response.

1. Daniel and his friends relied on God (vss. 17-18).  They expressed their faith by prayer.

2. Daniel testified of God to Nebuchadnezzar, and gave God glory (vs. 28).

3. The colossus.  It was symbolic of four kingdoms: Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar); Medo-Persia

(Darius, Ahasuerus [Xerxes], Artaxerxes); Greece (Alexander the Great); Rome (the

Caesars).  All were temporal kingdoms, the reigns of which were limited.  They were then

contrasted with the eternal and universal kingdom that God would set up (and has now done

so), and that would destroy the earthly kingdoms.

IV. Nebuchadnezzar’s Golden Image.  Chapter 3.  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to worship it. 

Nebuchadnezzar tried to have them burned in the furnace.  Notice that 7 men died trying to kill 3.  The 3

are saved from a fiery death by the Son of God.  There was not even a smell of smoke on them as they came

out of the furnace.  Nebuchadnezzar blessed the God of heaven; what else could he do?  (Cf. Matt. 10:28;

5:16).  Nebuchadnezzar threw in 3, but saw 4, and the 4  was the Son of God, the Savior from certain death,th

whose glory outshone the flames of the furnace (cp. Rev. 1; Ezek. 1).

V. Nebuchadnezzar’s Vision of the Great Tree.  Chapter 4.

A. Nebuchadnezzar’s Tree.  The tree is Nebuchadnezzar (vs. 22) as emperor of the Babylonian Empire,

an empire that, with Nebuchadnezzar over it, is like a tree that protects, shades, feeds, grows.  But

the tree is to fall.  Contrast this with a greater tree that will not fall: Matt. 13:31-32.

B. Nebuchadnezzar’s Fall.  Nebuchadnezzar fell like the tree in the vision because of his pride, and

because he did not glorify God.  His fall was his 7 years of insanity, etc.

C. Nebuchadnezzar’s Restoration.  When he was restored, Nebuchadnezzar was humbled.  He had no

choice but to bless God again, and acknowledge that true sovereignty belongs to God, not human



kings, and that God’s kingdom is the only eternal kingdom, not man’s kingdoms (vss. 34-25; cf.

Prov. 21:1).

VI. The Writing on the Wall.  (The Fall of the Babylonian Empire.)  Chapter 5.

A. The King.  Belshazzar was only acting king at the time, like a regent, during the absence of his

father.  His father was Nebuchadnezzar’s son, which made Belshazzar the grandson of

Nebuchadnezzar.  He did not have even the human “wisdom,” or common sense or constraint, of his

father or grandfather.  The depravity of the kingdom had grown worse than ever.  They desecrated

the holy vessels from the Jerusalem temple in mockery of Israel’s God.  But will God be mocked?

B. The Inscription.  It was written on the wall by “the finger of God,” so to speak.  It told Belshazzar

that his doom and the doom of the kingdom was certain.  Belshazzar was slain by the invading

Medo-Persian forces that same night.  The Medo-Persian Empire assumed control of the exiles and

the promised land.  Note the clear divide in the kingdoms, as it was seen in Nebuchadnezzar’s vision.

VII. Daniel in the Lion’s Den.  Chapter 6.

A. Daniel’s Position.  As he had served Nebuchadnezzar, by God’s providence Daniel had been taken

into service to Darius.  He was promoted to a council of three commissioners to run the kingdom. 

It appears to have been management of general government concerns.  Note that in Daniel’s

godliness and faithfulness, God’s providence took especial care of Daniel, protected him during the

conquest by the Medo-Persians, and put him into a place of power and usefulness.  He used Biblical

principles, and maintained godly integrity and a godly work ethic.  He was neither negligent nor

corrupt, but diligent and honest.

B. The Scheme against Daniel.  The other 2 commissioners and the 120 satraps under them learned that

the king planned to make Daniel his prime minister.  Envy, jealousy, and deception by Daniel’s

rivals resulted in the plot against him.  They convinced the king to pass an irrevocable law of the

Medes and Persians to forbid prayer to God that they knew would apply specifically to Daniel, and

that he would disobey it.  Daniel was fearlessly faithful to God, and thus played into their scheme. 



But God sovereignly intended it to glorify Him by overruling their wicked scheme.

C. The Outcome.

1. God kept Daniel safe in the lion’s den.  God again showed Himself greater than the Medo-

Persian emperor, the law of the Medes and Persians, punishment under that law, and greater

than Daniel’s enemies.

2. Darius was then moved to acknowledge God’s infinite power and eternal kingdom, in

contrast to the kingdoms of men, including the Medo-Persian kingdom.

VIII. The Vision of the Four Beasts.  Note the clear division of the book here.  The first part deals with the rulers

of two great empires and their interactions with Daniel.  The second part deals with Daniel’s visions during

the time of both kingdoms, but starting late in the Babylonian Empire, the latter period of the exile.  Note

that Daniel’s service extended into the time of Cyrus and the first return of the exiles to the promised land.

A. The Vision of the Four Beasts.  These are the same four kingdoms as in chapter 4.  The lion with the

wings of an eagle is Babylon: made to stand like a man and given a human mind is reminiscent of

Nebuchadnezzar’s experience with beastliness.  The bear is Medo-Persia, a widespread kingdom that

grew by conquest; thus, it ate “much meat” with 3 ribs in its mouth.  The leopard is Greece, but with

four heads.  Alexander the Great died at age 30; his empire was divided among four rulers.  The

fourth beast with iron teeth and 10 horns is Rome.  This is a large expansion on chapter 2; it is a 3

stage history.  It was an empire which, in its initial stage subjected most of the then-known western

world.  Then there was a stage with 10 kings.  Then there was a stage of one king who will subdue

3 other kings and blaspheme God while making war against God’s people.

B. God Establishes His Kingdom.  God’s kingdom is given to One like a Son of Man.  It is the eternal

and universal kingdom which destroys entirely the fourth kingdom (vss. 26-27).

IX. The Vision of the Ram and Goat.  Chapter 8.  It expands on part of the previous vision.  The ram is Medo-

Persia; the goat is Greece under Alexander.  The ram trampled is the overthrow of Medo-Persia.  The goat’s

horn is Alexander; his kingdom is broken when he dies, and his kingdom is divided into North, South, East,



and West kingdoms.  The little horn is Antiochus Epiphanes, an infamous persecutor of God’s people during

the inter-testamental period, “cut off” about 160 BC, after the Maccabbean rebellion.

X. Daniel’s Prayer and the 70 Weeks.  Chapter 9.

A. Daniel, Scripture, and Prayer.  Daniel finds the time of the exile to be 70 years by reading Jeremiah. 

He realized the time was near, so he prayed for the restoration of the people to the promised land. 

Note that God’s certain promise did not make prayer unnecessary.  It did not keep God’s people from

praying, but drove them to it.  Daniel confessed sins for himself and God’s people.

B. God’s Answer.  God answered Daniel’s prayer with the prophecy of 70 weeks.  This is usually

considered to be 70 weeks of years, or 490 years, but that is not specifically stated.  The whole 70

weeks, though, is for the completion of the Messianic work.  The first 7 weeks is the time from the

decree to restore Jerusalem and the temple to the time of completion.  In turn, this is the time from

Cyrus’s release of the Jews to the completion of the work of Ezra and Nehemiah.  The 62 weeks is

the time from the completion till the Messiah and Prince (the royal priest) comes.  “After the 62

weeks” Messiah is cut off; Christ’s death belongs to the 70  week.  The idea of a “gap” that is theth

church age and a 70  7 that is a great tribulation at the end, as Dispensationalism teaches, just isn’tth

found here.  E. J. Young thinks vs. 26 gives a general description of two events: the death of Christ

and the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple.  Vs. 27 states the same in terms of the consequences

of Christ’s death in the 70  week.  Christ makes His covenant with the “many” (elect), and by Histh

death He puts a stop to sacrifices.  I.e., these are the consequences of His death, even if they are not

consummated immediately.  The one who makes desolate and destroys the abomination (temple) is

Titus and the Roman army who destroy the temple and Jerusalem to consummate the 70 weeks,

while the church grows throughout the Roman Empire, taking the covenant to the elect through the

gospel.  The 70  week was completed with the finished work of Christ.  One could look at it thisth

way: Christ’s ministry is the three and a half years, the first half of the 70  7.  The destruction ofth

Jerusalem was the end of a three and a half year rebellion.



XI. The Messenger with a Divine Message.  Chapter 10.  This is mainly an introduction to chapters 11 & 12. 

It speaks of the conflict the world and its kingdoms wage against God, as in Ps. 2.  But they cannot halt the

decree of God from unfolding by His providence.  The prince of Persia is withstood, but Greece would still

come and conquer (vs. 26).  Note how the theme of the book is advanced.

XII. Wars and Rumors of Wars, Then the End.  Chapters 11 & 12.

A. Wars between Egypt and Syria.

1. Ptolemies of Egypt against the Seleucids of Syria.

2. Antiochus Epiphanes is then emphasized again with war campaigns against Egypt and the

persecution of God’s people.  This will not halt or change the plan of the 70 weeks and the

Messiah, but God will use it to actually bring the 70 weeks prophecy to fruition.

B. The End.

1. Note the work of the Messiah shown again in vss. 1ff., then a description of things

throughout the last days.  Daniel is not told all of it.

2. Note the promise of the resurrection, vs. 13, cf. John 11:25-26.


