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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Joel

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Joel: The need for repentance, the certainty of judgment, and the promise of salvation.

B. Introductory Notes.  Joel is a pre-exile book, as is Hosea.  It mentions the Phoenicians and Edom as

enemies of Israel and God.  That was also the time when the Philistines and Egypt were attacking

Judah.  It is a prophecy addressed to the Southern Kingdom.  It calls upon the elders and priests as

leaders, rather than on the king this time.  Thus, it calls for reformation and renewal to be led

specifically by the religious leaders.  It calls them to lead the reform because God’s judgment by

means of locusts is about to destroy the land.  (The points of this outline are drawn from E. J. Young,

Introduction to the Old Testament.)

II. The Plague of Locusts.  Chapter 1:1 - 2:27

A. Superscription.  Verse 1:1.  There is very little information.

B. Plague, Command, and Proclamation.  1:2-20.

1. A destructive plague of locusts will come upon the land.

2. Command to repentance.

3. The priests told to proclaim a fast and solemn assembly at the temple to express repentance. 

Cf. Westminster Confession of Faith 21.

4. “The day of the Lord is at hand.”  In this case, it does not appear to be the final apocalyptic

day of judgment, but a temporal “visitation” of the Lord.  Visitation can be seen as either

positive or negative, depending on the context.  The context here is clearly negative, so a

visitation of the Lord means a judgment that God providentially brings upon His people to

chastise them for sin.  In a positive context, a visitation of the Lord is a deliverance, an act



of saving His people.  It is seen in its ultimate sense in the prophecy of Zacharias just before

Jesus was born, declaring that the Lord would “visit” His people with salvation in the life

and saving ministry of the Messiah by bringing Him into the world.  “In Christ, God has

acted in mercy and faithfulness, according to His promise, to save His people by His

almighty power.  In Christ, God has visited His people with salvation from on high.”  (From

a sermon on Luke 1:67-79 by Rev. Douglas L. Watson.)

C. Invasion, Repentance, Deliverance.  Chapter 2.

1. Invasion by an army.  The blowing of the trumpet was to announce the coming day of the

Lord, more than the trumpet blast of alarm.  It meant that deliverance would be by the Lord.

2. The Lord delivers through His army because of His strength.

3. Thus, He calls for them to repent as a result of His promise of deliverance.  He does not

promise deliverance as a result of repentance.  God’s goodness, and the reminder of His

promise, plus the certainty of His faithfulness to us, should lead us to repentance.  For

example, the confession of sin each week in the worship services of many Reformed

churches grows out of confidence in God to forgive sins for the sake of Christ as He has

promised.

4. Then the Lord follows His promise, and the repentance that results from His promise, with

the deliverance itself.

III. The Blessing and Judgment of the Lord.  Chapter 2:28 - 3.

A. Joel’s Messianic Prophecy.  2:28-32.  It foretells the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh

(meaning throughout the earth, on Jew and Gentile alike).  As a result, the free offer of the gospel

will go forth to all.  This was fulfilled at Pentecost.  Peter, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,

says that what happened at Pentecost was the fulfillment of Joel (see Acts 2).

B. Blessing on Judah and Jerusalem.  Chapter 3.  By extension, the blessing is on all of God’s people. 

It also pronounces judgment on the nations.



1. Captivity.  3:1-8.  Judah and Jerusalem will go into captivity.

2. Proclamation of judgment on the nations.  3:9-16.  The nations to be judged in the valley of

Jehoshaphat.

3. Everlasting blessing for God’s people.  3:17-21.


