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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Amos

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Joel: Woe and blessing to an unworthy people.

B. Introductory Notes.

II. Announcement against the Nations.  Chapters 1-2.

A. Superscription and First Theme Element.

1. Superscription: 1:1.  Amos was from Tekoa in the Southern Kingdom (Judah) yet he was sent

to the Northern Kingdom (Israel/Samaria) to prophesy.  Thus, Uzziah is named first,

indicating that only the Davidic line of kings are legitimate heirs of God’s promise because

the northern 10 tribes rejected the Davidic administration of the covenant of grace.

2. “The Lord Roars”: 1:2.  This is the theme of this section of Amos: God’s voice in

announcement.  It is heard from Jerusalem, the only legitimate sanctuary, itself a conviction

of Israel with its illegitimate places, ways, and idols of worship.

B. Prophecies against the Nations.  Chapters 1:3 - 2:3.  Note the pattern: “Thus says the Lord, “For three

transgressions and for four...”  Then came a conviction of a sin characteristic of a nation; then came

the announcement of judgment.  This holds the people’s attention and builds until the full vehemence

of the judgment bursts forth on Israel and predicts exile.

1. Damascus (Syria): judgment for their cruelty.

2. Philistia: judgment for their slave trade.  Though the Bible does not condemn every form of

slavery that was ever practiced (such as slave labor by prisoners of war), yet it does condemn

slavery that is the result of “man-stealing” (kidnapping).  It is oppression, and especially in

the way it was done in Philistia, it neglected human dignity, which Israel as God’s people

were told in God’s law was not allowed to neglect.



3. Tyre (Phoenicia): judgment for their slave-trade, but also because they were covenant-

breakers.  That would be a very troubling sin by a nation that founded its so-called

“greatness” on trade.

4. Edom: judgment for merciless anger against Israel, their relatives (Edom was descended from

Esau, Jacob’s brother), and the refusal to forgive.

5. Ammon: judgment for uncontrolled aggression, even sadism (according to Hendriksen), and

wild ambition.

6. Moab: judgment for vengefulness and a lack of respect for the rulers that God’s providence

put in place elsewhere.

C. Prophecies against the Chosen People.  Chapter 2:4-16.

1. Judah.  2:4-5.  Judgment would come upon Judah for rebellion against God, especially His

law, and falsehood leading to backsliding.

2. Israel.  2:6-16.  Judgment would come upon Israel for exploitation and oppression of the

poor; for wicked immoralities, many of which were connected with a religion which they had

made a sham and farce.  Even in the present day, with all of the warnings we have preached,

the church and all of the problems in it show that many are making a sham and farce of

Christianity, to the point that it is not Christianity at all, and does not have the gospel.  It

hasn’t come to the point that Israel did, praise God.  But far too much of the church is headed

in that direction.

3. Note the progression in the prophecies of judgment, building up to Israel.  The first 3 nations

were not related to Israel by blood, but the second three are.  Geographically, the list forms

a spiral that comes closer and closer to Israel.

III. The Judgment against Israel.  Chapters 3-6.  “Hear this word...”

A. God’s Quarrel with His People.  Chapter 3.

B. Israel’s Refusal to Return to God.  Chapter 4.  And this in spite of the punishments to come on Israel.

C. The Lord’s Lament over Israel.  Chapter 5.  Israel is pictured as a fallen virgin.



D. Woe Attached to the Third Address.  Chapter 6.

IV. Five Visions of Coming Judgment on Israel. Chapters 7-9.  Four of the visions are marked by “Thus the Lord

God showed me”; one is marked by “I saw.”

A. The Vision of the Plague of Locusts.  7:1-3.  Just as Joel threatened to come against Judah.

B. The Vision of Fire Devouring the Deep.  7:4-6.  Note that in the first two visions, even zealous Amos

was so overcome that he pleaded and interceded for Israel’s pardon.  The Lord relented and said, “this

will not be.”  He showed Amos a possibility that Israel deserved but God had not decreed.  This

shows the omniscience of God, who knows all possibilities, but determines the actuality.  This also

teaches God’s mercy and forbearance, but that it has limits for those who do not repent.  It also

teaches that God fits the punishment to the sin: they did not spare the poor, so God did not spare

them.  They made a mockery of, and destroyed, His religion; so, He destroyed their religion, along

with their high places, etc.

C. The Vision of the Plumbline.  7:7-17.

1. The vision itself.  7:7-10.

2. A historical account of Amaziah, priest of Bethel.  7:11-17.  Bethel was the location of one

of the golden calves that Israel idolatrously worshiped.  Amaziah ordered Amos out of Israel,

and Amos replied and prophesied Amaziah’s demise and Israel’s exile.

D. The Vision of the Basket of Summer Fruit.  Chapter 8.  Summer fruit must be eaten soon, or it rots. 

At summer’s end, whatever of it is left is disposed.  Like rotten fruit, Israel would be disposed of

because of the rottenness that had set into it.

E. The Vision of the Destruction of the Sanctuary.  Chapter 9:1-10.

V. The Promise of Messianic Blessing.  Chapter 9:11-15.  Cf. Acts 15:16-18, the application of this passage to

God’s purpose to call the Gentiles.  Note that God did not leave judgment to be without mercy, but the

promise of mercy and blessing is brief, perhaps indicating that a small remnant would be brought from great

impurity.


