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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Habakkuk

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Habakkuk: The just shall live by faith.

B. Introductory Notes.  Habakkuk is presented somewhat differently than other prophets.  Instead of God

initiating proclamation through the prophet, the prophet asks questions of God based on what he

observes, much like many Christians ask of God or sometimes ask their pastor.  Habakkuk probably

ministered in the time of Jehoiakim in the southern kingdom, not long before God sent the Chaldeans

(the Babylonians) to destroy Jerusalem.  After everything that had happened to Judah, he still

observed much oppression of the poor by the rich among God’s people, and other sins.  He also

observed that God didn’t appear to be doing anything about it, and allowing it to happen.  So, it

prompted questions like we hear today: “How can a good God allow bad things to happen?”  Or,

more accurately here, “How can a good God let bad people get away with it?”

II. The Two Questions of Evil and God’s Judgment, and the Two Answers.  Chapters 1-2.

A. The First Question.  1:1-4.  (In effect), How can God let wickedness go on unchecked among His

people?  Or, How can a just God allow injustice to go on and remain unpunished?

B. God’s Answer.  1:5-11.  He does not allow His people’s sin to go on indefinitely and unchecked.  In

Judah’s case, He was about to send the Chaldeans to punish them.  In other times, too, God

sometimes allows His people to fall into sin for a time to serve His purposes (cf. Westminster

Confession of Faith 5.5).  Though God is sending Babylon, they are guilty in their act and are

idolaters (vs. 11).

C. The Second Question.  1:12-17.  It is prompted by God’s answer to the first question: How can it be

just for those who are more wicked (Babylon) to punish those who are less wicked (Judah)?

1. In 2:1, Habakkuk takes up his waiting post to wait for God’s answer.  This shows patience



during the trial of unanswered prayer.  It also shows the anticipation of God’s answers to

prayer, even to hard questions.  Also note, Habakkuk was not adverse to receiving God’s

reproof as an answer to prayer (cf. Prov 12:1).

D. God’s Second Answer.  2:2-20.  (In effect), All deserve punishment; the just (righteous) will live by

his faith; i.e., not by his comparative “righteousness” (referring back to Habakkuk’s idea that Judah

was more righteous than the Chaldeans).

1. E. J. Young writes, “Those who are proud, namely the Chaldeans, have no faith, and therefore

are condemned.  The only one that will live is the one who has faith.  There is thus presented

a contrast; it is a contrast between those who those who have faith (the just) and those who

are puffed up with pride.  It is the contrast which separates not only the Chaldeans and the

elect of Israel, but all mankind, into two classes.  The fact that a man is filled with pride is

in itself an evidence of his doom.  So it was with the Chaldeans; these people were being used

of God but they were proud of their accomplishments; they would not therefore live.  This

verse, then, has a primary reference to the situation immediately at hand but it is also very

correctly used by the apostle Paul to express the truth that ‘the just shall live by faith’. [It is

obvious that Judah couldn’t any more have life by righteousness than Babylon could, for they

received chastisement for sin.  But they were people of faith who could be thus counted just

even though they were personally and actually unjust.] Essentially the situation is one and the

same, for the life of which Habakkuk speaks is not mere earthly life, but life in the deepest

sense, life with God.”  Note, then, in answer to the question, first, the reality of judgment and

the fact that divine justice will be served; and second, the gospel of justification by faith

ensures that God’s people will live, even though deserving of death.

2. Five woes are pronounced on the Chaldeans: for oppression by plunder; evil gain to set their

house on high; bloodshed and slavery; violence, and idolatry.

III. Habakkuk’s Prayer: a Psalm of Praise and Deliverance.

IV. Reaso


