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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Haggai

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Haggai: The priority of building the Lord’s house.

B. Introductory Notes.  Haggai was a post-exilic contemporary of Zechariah.  The exiles returned in 536

BC, set up the altar of burnt offering, and laid the temple foundation.  Then work was halted by

troubles for fifteen years.  Haggai and Zechariah then began prophesying, and the people responded

by taking up the building of the temple again.  Haggai’s message appears in four parts.

II. The Exhortation to Build.  Chapter1:1-15.  The first message came on the 1  day of the 6  month.st th

A. Confrontation and Rebuke of the People’s Neglect of God’s House.

1. It is addressed to the leaders: Zerubbabel, a descendant of the Davidic kings and direct

ancestor of Joseph and Mary; Joshua, the high priest.  Leaders need God’s urging, too. 

Leaders also provide urging and an example to God’s people.

2. Note the inconsistency of the people.  They were spend and be spent, in resources and efforts,

for their own houses.  But they found excuse not to spend and be spent, in resources and

efforts, in building the Lord’s house, the temple.  Their excuse might have been, “We can’t

afford it,” in view of the economic troubles that chapter 1 describes.

3. Note the nature of conviction: it destroys their excuse and their reasoning.  Their economic

troubles were the result of neglecting God’s house, not the cause or reason for neglecting it. 

This shows us the priority of the claim of God on His people’s resources over and above their

own claim on them; we are to give of the first and best of our income and increase for the

sake of building God’s spiritual temple, the body of Christ (Eph. 2:20-25; 1 Pet. 2:4-5),

through the church’s efforts on earth.  It also teaches us the lesson that God’s people should

become adept at interpreting His providence by means of the principles of Scripture.  They



should have known that their economic troubles were God’s chastisement of them for

neglecting the rebuilding of the temple.  Other applications besides building facilities for the

church and giving can be drawn.  It applies to the use of our spiritual gifts, our efforts in

serving in the church, and evangelism to build the church as the spiritual temple of God.

4. Note the rebukes themselves, vss. 4, 10.

B. The Command to Build.  Vs. 8.

C. The People’s Response.  They responded with obedience to God’s command given through the

prophet.  Though it sometimes takes confrontation and conviction to stir us up to repentance and new

obedience, it is a joy to see it happen and fosters our joy to do it.  This was now the 24  day of theth

6  month, so it took 3 ½ weeks of preaching to get them moving.th

III. Encouragement: God’s Response.  2:1-9.  This is now the 21  day of the 7  month, less than a month afterst th

the work began again.  The Lord is not slow to encourage His people.

A. Comfort to Those Who Did Not See the Glory of This Temple.  Those who had seen the glory of

Solomon’s temple and had seen it destroyed (as children, now become elderly people) could not yet

see the glory that this temple would be.

B. The Second Temple’s Glory.  It might or might not match the glory of the first temple.  But God’s

promise foretold of greater glory still in the raising up of the tabernacle again as a result of Christ’s

work.  As Christ Himself indicated in John 2:19-21, that would be His resurrection as a result of His

saving work in His death for our sins (see also Acts 3:18-26).  It also foretold of the day when the

heavens would be shaken (Heb. 12).

IV. Explanation about Blessing.  2:10-19.  This is now the 24  day of the 9  month.th th

A. Explanation of Withholding the Blessing on the Crops.  Their former wrong attitude toward God’s

house polluted their labor.  The unclean polluted the clean and forfeited temporal blessing.

B. The Promise of Future Blessing, beginning Immediately.  The people’s sustained obedience brought

assurance of restored blessing.  This is not referring to the blessing of salvation, but to gracious

blessings (benefits) that God bestows on His people for obedience to Him.  He has promised them



as part of His covenant, though they are not always immediately recognizable.  They are a general

promise; there is not always an exact 1 to 1 correspondence in them.  Cf. Deut. 28.

V. The Promise to Zerubbabel.  2:20-23.  The Lord still attended to and had His affection set on the chosen line

and people.  The Lord would be faithful to fulfill all His promises of a Messiah through that line.  He will

surely be merciful to and bless His people.


