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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Malachi

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Malachi: God’s love spurned.  (William Hendriksen wrote, “God’s love unrequited.”  The

idea that God’s love was simply not returned seems a bit weak to describe the main idea that God

addresses in this book.  It seems more like God is saying that they have not just ignored His love, but

they have rejected it.)

B. Introductory Notes.  “Malachi” means “My messenger.”  Once again, we find basic messages of sin,

judgment, and the call to repentance.  In this case, it is from the standpoint of the theme, God’s love

spurned.  This message comes just prior to the end of prophecy before the advent of the Messiah. 

There will be no prophet in the land for the next 400 years or so, until the arrival of John the Baptist

in preparation for Christ.

II. God’s Love for Israel.  Chapter 1:1-5.

A. God’s Statement of It.

1. It Is Plainly Stated.  Vs. 2.

2. It is manifested by election [of Jacob] (vss. 2-3).  This indicates how longstanding,

persevering, and unchanging God’s love is.

3. It is manifested by reprobation [of Esau] (vss. 3-4).

B. God’s Glory Served (vs. 5).  God will be glorified by both election and reprobation.  God’s electing

love will glorify Him throughout the earth.  Is it any wonder that when His church strays, even its

visible manifestation, He sends His messengers to give His rebukes through His word.  It is like the

shepherd using his staff to push or pull the wayward sheep back onto the path.  It is both because of

His love and for His glory.

III. God’s Love Spurned by Profane Priests.  Chapter 1:6 - 2:9.



A. Priests Who Profane God’s Worship.  Chapter 1:6 - 2:4.

1. The rebuke.  They do not honor God; they despise God.  1:6.

2. Conviction.  Evidences and sinful ways by which they profaned God’s worship, thereby

despising His name and failing to render to Him the honor and respect He is due.

a. Profane sacrifices.  They offered sacrifices that were not in accord with God’s word

and command (cf. Nadab and Abihu).  They offered sacrifices that were far less than

their best.  In fact, they offered their worst cast-offs.  They had more regard for their

governor and his taxation requirements than for God.  This should show us something

of American roots in Christianity, since our tax laws provide for deduction of tithes

and offerings.  At one time this was the recognition that God’s requirements come

before the government’s.   Do modern American Christians even still recognize this? 

It seems doubtful.

b. Tiring of God-commanded worship (vs. 13).  I.e., they became bored and dissatisfied

with offering worship God’s way.  Like the priests then, ministers who lead God’s

people now must beware.  This also convicts those who constantly look for something

“new” or “innovative” in worship, while belittling and defaming “that old stuff your

grandmother used to do” (actual quote from an advertising mailer for a new church).

3. God’s Threat.  2:1-4.  Their blessings were already disappearing, to be replaced by “curses”

[chastisements] for dishonoring and disobeying God in worship.  Note the conditional nature

of the threat, as with many of God’s threats (vs. 2); the threat was a thinly veiled call for

repentance.  Cp. Jonah’s preaching to Nineveh; it, too, was a thinly veiled call to repentance

that Nineveh heeded.  It is sad to think that there are times when the heathen understand the

message quicker and clearer than many Christians.

B. Priests Who Profane God’s Word (2:4b-9).  By false instruction.

1. God’s covenant with the priesthood included their authority and responsibility to instruct

according to God’s word.  God’s promise was life and peace in the fear of God.  The



testimony of that covenant to the profane priests was the commandment of God’s word

coming to them through Malachi.  Thus, Malachi was likely of priestly lineage.

2. Rebuke with conviction (vss. 8-9).  This also informed them of the results, so they would

know why they were despised by the people—the priests despised God, so the priests were

despised by God’s people.

3. Faulty instruction.  It can be using the word of God wrongly, or instructing from another

source that teaches falsehood.  Either way, it leads people astray and brings God’s displeasure

and chastisement on ministers who do it.

IV. God’s Love Spurned by Adulterous People.  2:10-16.

A. Spiritual “Adultery.”

1. In the form of treachery.  They committed treachery against each other; i.e., others of God’s

people.  Treating brothers and sisters in Christ treacherously, in general, is unfaithfulness and

is tantamount to treating Christ unfaithfully.

2. In the form of idolatry.  This is implied by the profaning of the sanctuary by marriage of those

who name God’s name to those who believe in a “foreign god.”  Intermarriage of a believer

to an unbeliever tempts and often leads the believer to commit idolatry, as it did with

Solomon.

B. Actual Adultery.

1. By believers marrying unbelievers.  In addition to the menace of idolatry stated above, it is

an act of unfaithfulness to Christ by marrying an unbeliever.  When a believer treats as his

own an unbeliever, it is something like Christ treating as His own one for whom He did not

die.  It is, once again, unfaithfulness to God and to the faith.

2. By the literal adultery of sexual relations with someone other than one’s spouse.  Again, this

unfaithfulness reflects unfaithfulness to God as well as one’s spouse and one’s vows.  Since

marriage reflects the relation between Christ and the church, adultery in marriage should be

revolting to us just like the thought of Christ being unfaithful to His bride, the church, would



be revolting to us.

3. By the adultery and treachery of unbiblical divorce (2:13-16).

a. Vs. 13 gives a providential result of unbiblical divorce held out as a teaser for the

question that leads into the explanation.  Too often Christians ask, “Why me?” first,

instead of examining their lives to see if there is a reason on account of sin from

which they need to repent.

b. The question of divorce.  This does not prohibit all divorce among Christians.   That

would contradict teaching by Jesus and Paul.  When compared with other passages

of Scripture, it becomes clear that though God hates divorce, He allows it in two, and

perhaps three, circumstances: adultery by the spouse; desertion of the unbelieving

spouse (1 Cor. 7); and possibly for physical abuse (1 Cor. 7).  (Separation for the

safety of the abused comes first, then church discipline, then, if the abuser is

excommunicated, it leaves the way clear for divorce; some believe that the Bible

allows that the initial separation can be divorce.)  This context is speaking of

treacherous divorce, divorce for the purpose of gratifying lust for a new woman or

man after tiring of one’s spouse.  This is divorce for the purpose of adultery as Jesus

defined adultery in connection with divorce.  This is the divorce that God hates.

V. God’s Love Spurned by Deniers of God’s Justice.  2:17 - 3:6.

A. Using Salvation as an Excuse for Sin.  Even within the visible church there are always those who do

not belong to God: professors of faith who are not possessors of faith.  They challenge His justice

and righteousness.  Sometimes there are those true Christians who fall into this sin for a time and

numb their consciences until God brings them to repentance.  Either way, it is the kind of denial that

makes one think they can get away with serious, willful sin.  This is behind the “once saved, always

saved” mindset: “I chose Christ; I went forward; now it doesn’t matter what I do.  Even if I’m still

as wicked as ever, God loves me and delights in me.  God is love.  God is not that mean God that

punishes people.”  “Free from the law, O blessed condition; I can sin all I want, and still have



remission.”  But compare 1 Pet. 4:17-18; Deut. 29:17-21, esp. 19-20.

B. The Promise of the Messiah (3:1-5).  The promise of Christ’s advent is connected with judgment that

will cleanse and purify the people of God, particularly the ministry.

1. It will happen within men because of the cleansing that He provides by His blood and through

faith in His propitiation.

2. It will also happen through removal of the unclean, unbelieving deniers of God’s justice from

among God’s people and ministers.  That, too, was sealed by Christ’s work and will be

consummated on the last day.  No wonder that in the remainder of the book there are calls to

repentance and prophecies of His coming.

C. The Confirmation of God’s Immutability (3:6).  This is the reason for His faithfulness to His

covenant promise, grounded in election, to His covenant people.  Therefore, it is a reiteration of His

love, too.

VI. God’s Love Spurned by Those Who Rob Him.  3:7-12.

A. General Conviction and Call (3:7).  This is a general conviction of disobedience to God’s law and

a general call to repent.

B. A Specific Example (3:8-12).  The specific, concrete example is disobedience to the tithe.  It was

meant to honor God through trusting enough in His provision to give the amount He set.  It was

intended to be a means by which He providentially cared for His priests (and ministers today) and

the poor.  It was also required of the priests to give.  Note God’s promise of blessing: it is His

generosity to bless His people’s generosity.  That, in turn, must be grounded in His generosity in the

salvation that is His free gift (grace) to us.  Christ would later be described as “the Indescribable

Gift.”  Why this particular example?  Because of their complaint reflected in vs. 14, that there was

“no profit” in serving God according to His law (cp. vs. 7).  This is as though God is saying, “If you

served God according to His law in a matter so clear and simple as the tithe, you would understand

true profit.”

VII. God’s Love Spurned by Deniers of God’s Rewards.  3:13 - 4:3.



A. They Speak against God.  This is nearly the height of arrogance.  But more arrogant still is what they

said, that there is no profit in serving God.

1. We ought not take a mercenary approach to serving God, to whom we owe perfect service

and obedience as His creatures.

2. As His redeemed servants, we ought to serve God willingly, lovingly, seeking to mortify sin

and mourning our failures.

3. Throughout the history of His people, God has promised His people rewards of grace in the

form of many blessings that we cannot possibly deserve.  How can anyone so arrogantly say

or think, or act like, there is no reward?!?  How ungrateful!

B. The Distinction between the Righteous and the Wicked (3:16-18).  The concern of the righteous is

to take God’s word of warning to heart, writing it so that it will be remembered.  God’s promise to

them (vs. 17) is a promise of a reward that would both encourage and comfort them.

C. The Threat of Judgment (4:1-3).  This is directed toward the arrogant and all evildoers, with no hope

of redemption when it comes.  “Neither root nor branch” means they have no place among the people

of God, having been broken off the tree (cf. Rom. 11), because they will have no Savior (Root and

Branch), having rejected Him and His salvation through spurning God’s love.

VIII. Final Exhortation and Prophecy.  Chapters 4:4 - 6.

A. Exhortation.  Remember to keep God’s law—not in order to become God’s people (i.e., to save you),

but because you already are God’s people.  Obedience is evidence of your faith; obedience is the

means by which you love God (1 John 5:3) who loved you by electing you in Christ and by

redeeming you by Christ.  (In our day, redemption is accomplished, though in Malachi’s day, it was

promised, though as effectual for those who had faith in the promised Messiah as if it were already

done.)

B. Prophecy.  Watch for the forerunner.  He will signal the advent of the Messiah and the terrible day

of the Lord.  He will bring repentance by preaching it.  John the Baptist fulfilled this prophecy.


