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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Micah

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Micah.  God’s controversy against His own when they rebel.

B. Introductory Notes.  The book of Micah seems a bit fragmented, at first, when reading it.  It is likely

a summary of his ministry, and not written by multiple authors, as is sometimes claimed.  There are

three distinct sections in Micah, all beginning with “Hear.”  Thus, there is unity to the book so that

it is not as fragmented as it seems.  Micah was a contemporary with Isaiah.  While Isaiah enjoyed

access to the king and was prophet to the “upper class” and rulers, Micah had a somewhat broader

ministry.

II. God’s Controversy with His Nations: Threats against Israel and Judah.  Chapters 1-2.

A. Description of Their Punishment.  Chapter 1:2-16.

1. Note that there are many word plays; e.g., vs. 10b: “At Beth-le-aphrah (house of dust) roll

yourself in the dust” (part of what their condition will be when they go into exile).

2. Note “the inhabitant of...”

B. Reasons for Their Punishment.  Chapter 2:1-11.

1. Their schemes of oppression are equivalent to robbery.

2. Oppression of the poor, including widows and children.

3. Falsehood.

4. These all came together to show they had no mercy.

C. The Remnant’s Blessing.  Chapter 2:12ff.  The believing remnant gathered with the Lord at their

head.

III. God’s Controversy against Rulers, and the Restoration.  Chapters 3-5.

A. Rulers denounced for oppression of the poor.  Chapter 3:1-12.  The prophets, priests, and leaders all



oppressed the poor.

B. Establishment of God’s Kingdom.  Chapter 4:1 - 5:1.

1. Note: the “last days” are now, until Christ returns.

2. 4:1-3 are the same as Isa. 2:2-4.  Did one copy the other?  We don’t know, but it isn’t

plagiarism; both were inspired by the Spirit of God to communicate the same message to

different groups.  For us, it is like other repetitions in Scripture, adding emphasis: it is

important for the hope of God’s people, that we are not left with condemnation.

C. Foretelling the Birth of the Messianic King over God’s Kingdom.  Chapter 5:2-15.  He would be both

man and God (5:2): He came from Bethlehem as man, but eternity as God.  He and the salvation He

would bring are the remnant’s blessing.

IV. God’s Controversy against the People.  Chapters 6-7.

A. Rebellious People.  Chapter 6:1-16.

1. They are rebellious, though God has done much for them.  Note the language of trial is used

again.

2. In vs. 6, the people are personified as a single hypothetical speaker asking how to approach

God.  Not merely by sacrifice, but by humble obedience born of faith.  See 6:8.

B. Reproof and Promise.  Chapter 7:1-20.

1. Note vs. 6; compare Matt. 10:35 with it.

2. Vss. 14-17 = confidence in God to overwhelm enemies and shepherd His people by the

display of His power.

3. Vss. 18-20 = blessings for the remnant, which are the result of the Messiah’s work: pardon

and expiation of sins; the love of God poured out and unchanging upon those who are His;

fulfillment of His covenant promises.


