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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Nahum

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Nahum.  The vengeance and goodness of God in the overthrow of His enemies.

B. Introductory Notes.  Nahum prophesied sometime between 664 BC (the fall of Thebes, 3:8) and 612

BC (the fall of Nineveh).  Compare this with the repentance of Nineveh at Jonah’s preaching, pre-722

BC, 130-150 years before.  Those who had turned to God in Nineveh had died, and a new generation

returned to old ways and was overthrown permanently.

II. A Psalm of God’s Vengeance and Goodness.  Chapter 1.

A. Vengeance upon God’s Enemies.  1:1-6.

B. Goodness to those who take refuge in God.  1:7-8.

C. Promised overthrow of the enemies.  Note that there a few hints of Nineveh, but no name given. 

Ultimately, God will avenge His people upon all of our oppressors.  Their overthrow means freedom

for God’s people, specifically Judah in the text, but the general principle is taught.

D. The goodness of God is shown again, so the cycle is repeated twice.

III. The Siege and Destruction of Nineveh.  Chapter 2.

A. The destruction of Nineveh and overthrow of the Assyrian empire were done to “restore the splendor

of Jacob.”  God will go to great lengths for His people.

B. Note 2:6 and the means of breaching the wall.  This prophecy was fulfilled literally when Nineveh’s

attackers diverted the river that ran next to the city into the city and the flow of water broke down the

city walls, gates, and the palace.

IV. Reasons for Nineveh’s Overthrow.  Chapter 3.

A. Lies and Pillaging.  3:1.

B. “Harlotries.”  3:4.  This could refer to idolatry, but more likely it refers to the fact that the Assyrian



empire hired its army out as mercenaries to fight on the side of false gods for the highest bid.  The

text also has shades of slave trade: “sells nations.”

C. Sorceries.

D. Note how God will punish.  We find figures of speech corresponding to harlotry.  This is similar to

the vengeance that was taken out on women in Belgium who “slept with the Germans” as a reference

to not only their literal fornication with them, but also to their collaboration with the Germans in

other ways.

E. Comparison to Thebes (No-Amon).  God challenges them, like a dare, to prepare their defense.  It

will be useless, as it will be on the judgment day for all of God’s and our enemies.


