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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Obadiah

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Obadiah: Punishment of the enemies; glorification of God’s people.

B. Introductory Notes.  The emphasis in Obadiah is on unbrotherly conduct toward God’s people by

those who should have been brotherly.  Edom is the specific object of the prophecy.

II. Threat against Edom.

A. Edom’s Pride.  What are the reasons for it?  Edom was Esau, Jacob’s brother.  Edom was not God’s

people ultimately because of election (Rom. 9).  But Edom was not God’s people through Esau’s

apostasy as a second cause, selling and despising his birthright.  Edom, like Esau, as sinners, were

no more deserving to be God’s people than anyone.  What reason, therefore, did they have for pride?

B. Threat of Edom’s Overthrow.  God promised to confound Edom’s mighty men.  Worldly might

cannot thwart God.

C. Edom’s Unbrotherly Conduct.  Vs. 12.

D. Conviction of Sin.

III. Judgment upon Edom.

A. The Coming of the Day of the Lord.  Though the terms may make it sound more immediate, it

appears to speak of the final judgment, due to statements such as “the kingdom will be the Lord’s.”

B. Theme Statement.  Vs. 15b-c is as good a theme statement as can be, at least as it relates to those who

are not God’s people, but mistreat and persecute God’s people.  This is the strict retributive justice

of God.  Retributive justice is the penalty carried out upon the violator of a law, in contrast to

remunerative justice, which is rewarding obedience.  God’s people do not face the retributive justice

of God because this is exactly what He carried out, in the form of His holy infinite wrath, upon Jesus

Christ in place of all those He came to save.  God’s retributive justice upon Edom is His visitation



of judgment on Edom for sin.

C. God’s Deliverance of Zion.


