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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Zechariah

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Zechariah: The glorious future of the repentant, humble people of God through the future

glory of the Messiah.

B. Introductory Notes.  In keeping with the theme, there are elements of God’s call to His people:

“Return to Me, and I will return to you.”  And there are elements of the advent, rejection, and glory

of the Messiah.

II. The Command to Repent.  Chapter 1:1-6.  This is an introduction to the book as well.

A. The Lord’s Anger with the Fathers (their ancestors).  As it was then, with their ancestors, so the Lord

would act again in the case of sin repeated by the children (of the ancestors).  Note God’s unchanging

ways of dealing with His people.  Note the Lord’s longsuffering in sending warning by His word

through His prophets.

B. The Lord’s Call to Repent.  It is accompanied by the reminder that He had to go all the way to

destruction and exile before their fathers repented.  It was a way of urging His people to repentance

before it must go that far again.  It serves as a reminder to all His people throughout all generations

that we should practice quick repentance to avoid severe chastisement.

III. Zechariah’s Night Visions.  Chapters 1:7 - 6:15.

A. The Horsemen in the Myrtle Trees.

1. The Angel of the Lord on the red horse is Christ the eternal Word.  The Angel of the Lord

speaks as the authoritative Source of the word of God.  The riders are His servants who report

peace and stillness.  Notice here and throughout how difficult it is at times to distinguish

between the Lord, the Angel of the Lord, and the angel who speaks to Zechariah.  The effect

is intentional because all three are the same.



2. God’s indignation rested on Judah and Jerusalem.  However, it was about to be lifted (vss.

12-13) at the end of the 70 years.

3. God’s promise.  After the exile, God’s anger will rest on the nations who are Jerusalem’s

enemies.  His compassion will return to Jerusalem, and His temple will be rebuilt.  At the

beginning of Zechariah’s ministry, these promises were beginning to be fulfilled and would

see completion in due time.

4. Zechariah, as a prophet, was ordered to proclaim these “gracious words, comforting words”

(vss. 13-14).

B. The Four Horns and the Four Craftsmen.  These refer to the same four empires as in Dan. 7: Babylon,

Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome.  The four craftsmen (smiths) are those who, in God’s providence, would

overthrow each.  In Zechariah’s day, one of those had occurred; Babylon had been overthrown by the

Medo-Persian empire.  Such a partial fulfillment of prophecy encourages God’s people to heed God’s

word of prophecy, to be encouraged by God’s faithfulness, and to be comforted and reassured with

God’s care of His people.  He has not forgotten them, nor will He desert or forsake them (Deut. 31:8;

Heb. 13:5).

C. The Man with the Measuring Line.  He was measuring the future dimensions of Jerusalem.

1. “Jerusalem” will be without walls for God is its protection.

2. God calls His people out of the nations, for He will judge those who have plundered the apple

of His eye.  We can see the more immediate fulfillment in what they saw, that Babylon was

judged.  But there is a future fulfillment when “Jerusalem” is the church.  God is now calling

His elect people out of the “nations” and will judge people and nations who have plundered

the apple of His eye that we who are united to Christ as the church are.

3. God will fill “Jerusalem” with the saved to be so large that it will have to be without walls. 

The measuring of the future dimensions is because the present size (in Zechariah’s day) of

Jerusalem is thoroughly insufficient.

D. Joshua the High Priest.



1. Clothed in the filthy garments that represent sin, accused by the devil.

2. The Lord takes the initiative to remove the filthy clothes and clothe him in festal robes of

righteousness.  It is a beautiful picture of justification by imputed righteousness with the

removal of guilt.

3. Note the Branch of vss. 8-10.  Joshua is a symbol of Him; He will remove His people’s

iniquity in “one day,” as one act of the great High Priest of His people.

4. Again, it is difficult to keep straight who is speaking: the Lord or the Angel of the Lord.  The

Angel of the Lord is the eternal Word, the Logos who became incarnate in Jesus Christ, and

the One sent by God.

E. The Golden Candlestick and Two Olive Trees.  These both represent the church, protected and

enabled to its task by the Holy Spirit and His grace.  He will overcome the obstacles (mountains) to

the building of the kingdom by grace.

F. The Flying Scroll and the Ephah.  Chapter 5.  Up to this point, Zechariah’s visions have

communicated promise, redemption, and hope for God’s people.  Now, the visions move to

judgment.

1. The first vision: the scroll.  This is a curse that will purge out those who steal (especially from

their own brothers), and hypocrites (who swear falsely by the name of God).  God sends this

curse as His judgment.  It is complete judgment, destruction of households down to the wood

and stone.

2. The second vision: the ephah.  In the same manner that the curse “goes forth” into the land

to do its work of judgment on wicked people, the ephah “goes forth” to remove wickedness

(the contents of the ephah) from the land, from among God’s people.  Wickedness is sealed

into the ephah by the weight, as though by God’s justice.  God punishes wickedness and

insists on its removal from His church, for wickedness is the province of the world, and fits

there in that Babylon and Shinar (symbols of the unbelieving world).  Remember that

Zechariah is a contemporary of Haggai and passes along some of the same message.  He just



spoke of rebuilding the temple, overcoming the obstacles to it, in chapter 4.  In chapter 5,

those who remain unrepentant and hard-hearted in greed and selfishness will be cleansed

from among God’s people.

G. The Four Chariots of Heaven.  Chapter 6:1-8  They symbolize the protection of God all around His

people.

H. The Crowns.  Chapter 6:9-15.  They show the union of King and High Priest in the Messiah.  He who

is both will rebuild the spiritual temple of God, symbolized in the earthly temple, and will bring

peace with God through His priestly and kingly work (cp. Rom. 5:1-2).

IV. The Question of Fasting.  Chapters 7-8.

A. Shall It Be a Day of Fasting?  Shall the day of the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple still be a

day of fasting, as a day of sorrow and humbling?  This is the question the people ask of God.

B. God’s Answer.  Through Zechariah, God tells them that the temple is about to be rebuilt.  These

ought to be days of repentance without regret, and joy in the Lord’s restoration of His people, as well

as all that it foreshadows.  In addition, God delights in obedience rather than sacrifice; obedience is

better than fasting.  If His people will walk in His ways by obedience, God will abundantly bless

them: “Return to Me, and I will return to you.”  This theme is very similar to Jas. 4:6-10.

V. The Future of World Powers and God’s Kingdom. (Taken from E. J. Young.)  Chapters 9-14.

A. The Messiah King Will Deliver Zion.  Chapters 9-10.  He will triumph over the heathen world.

B. Contrast: the Good Shepherd and the Foolish Shepherd.  Chapter 11.

C. Israel in the Future Turning to the Lord.  Chapters 12 - 13:6.

D. The Purification of Israel and the Future Glory of Jerusalem.  Chapters 13:7 - 14.

VI. Summary.  Altogether, Zechariah’s prophecy is an encouragement to God’s people in our God-given task

of building the kingdom.  God’s indignation for our sin lasts but awhile.  When we humble ourselves and

repent, our glorious estate and future on account of our King and Savior once again becomes clear.  We

experience spiritual prosperity, and the kingdom is built upon the foundation of Christ by the grace of the

Spirit through the instrument of the church.


