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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Zephaniah

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Zephaniah: God hides His people in the day of wrath.  (This is almost a quote from

William Hendriksen’s Survey of the Bible.)

B. Introductory Notes.  

II. The Day of Wrath.  Chapters 1:1 - 3:7.  The introduction, found in 1:1, gives four generations of Zephaniah’s

lineage.  He was probably King Hezekiah’s descendant.  He prophesied during Josiah’s reign; Josiah was

the last good king of Judah before the exile.  But he likely prophesied during the pre-reformation days of

Josiah.

A. All-Consuming Wrath.  1:2-3.  Note, in 1:2 the NASB has “face of the earth.”  “Earth” in Heb. can

be “land” or “ground.”  The translation “earth” usually reflects the Premillennial stance of the NASB. 

In this case, that translation is not necessarily bad.  The immediate application is to Judah and the

nations around it, but as the book goes on, there is sufficient breadth of the language to lead one to

think of the final judgment.  But don’t lose the primary referent of Judah.

B. Judah Will Not Be Spared.  Chapter 1:4-13.

1. God’s wrath will come upon them for idolatry.

2. His wrath will come upon even the privileged and great.

3. Wrath that will bring wailing and mourning.

4. Wrath for heart evil, from which no one will be safe who think to hide evil in their hearts: vs.

12.  Their worldly wealth and resources will not save them.

C. The Great and Terrible Day of the Lord Is Near.  1:14 - 2:3.  This is not said in the Dispensational

sense of constantly harping that the final judgment is soon.  It may be; it may not be.  Rather, this was

particularly directed toward Judah, that the destruction of Jerusalem (resulting in exile) was “near”;



i.e., imminent in the prophetic sense of being the next event of God’s wrath on the timeline of

history.  At this time, it was still perhaps 30-40 years away.  It was the next major event on Judah’s

future timeline that would affect a complete change in Judah’s life.  In the same sense, we can now

speak of the final judgment as “near,” or the preferred term “imminent.”  Judgment and the

consummation of things is the next event on the redemptive timeline.

D. The Day of Wrath for the Nations.  2:4-15.

1. God rebukes them for their sins and leaves them, therefore, without excuse in the day of

wrath.  Would they be without excuse apart from the open rebuke?  They still would have no

excuse; Rom. 1 makes it clear that all who are outside of Christ will be without excuse from

the convicting power of general revelation by itself.

2. The destinies of all nations are in the sovereign hand of God.

3. E. J. Young writes, “He will surely punish those who have ill-treated His chosen people.”

4. All of the prophets, in some form, pronounced judgment against the nations and/or rebuked

their sins.  If the church is to take the gospel forth to the nations effectively, this must be a

regular feature of our address to the unbelieving world to turn them to the Savior.  This is

why persecution comes upon the church.

III. God Hides His People: Jerusalem: Sin and Salvation.  3:1-20.

A. Jerusalem’s Sin.  3:1-7.

B. Jerusalem’s Salvation.  3:8-20.

1. Though chastisement may come, God’s people are not subject to His final wrath.

2. A remnant of Israel: a pure remnant.

3. The joy of the daughter of Zion: she sings.


