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Study/Series: Old Testament Overviews

Hosea

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Hosea: The love of God for a rebellious nation, as a husband for a faithless wife.

B. Introductory Notes.  Hosea means “salvation” or “Savior.”  Hosea was a prophet to the Northern

Kingdom, the apostate 10 tribes fallen into idolatry.  This is “the sin which Jeroboam the son of

Nebat made Israel sin.”  Idolatry is spiritual adultery, playing the harlot with the false gods of the

nations around them.  It begins with the desire to be like the world to appeal to and draw in the

world.  But the world just pervades the church with worldliness, and finally idolatry.  Hosea pictures

this by the form of a marriage to a harlot who is then unfaithful to him; but he goes and reclaims her. 

In the same way, Israel, God’s bride, is unfaithful in idolatry.  He called upon her, through Hosea,

to repent.  He sends her into exile, then shows mercy and reclaims her.  Hosea was sent to them just

prior to the destruction and exile of Samaria in 722 BC.

II. God’s Relations with His Bride, Israel.  Chapters 1-3.

A. Hosea’s Marriage.  The prophet was commanded to marry a harlot and have children of harlotry. 

The children weren’t illegitimate on Hosea’s part, but born of a harlot.  Gomer’s actions in relation

to Hosea symbolically mirror Israel’s actions in relation to God.

B. A Question of Sin?  There is a question as to whether the events in Hosea actually happened, or were

a prophet’s tale presented to Israel as a whole.  There are no apparent indications in the text that it

was not historical.  Doesn’t this mean that God commanded Hosea to sin?  It does not.  Priests were

commanded not to take a harlot or divorced woman for a wife.  This did not apply to prophets who

were not also priests.  And if Gomer were a harlot who never married, then the question of unbiblical

divorces, etc., doesn’t enter into the discussion.  If the harlot were repentant, there would be no



hindrance.  Would this not ruin his reputation as a godly man, and ruin his ministry?  Hosea was

called to be a prophet, expected to proclaim the word of God, and use symbolic actions to do so.  The

first action would have been accompanied by the proclamation of its significance: “for the land

commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the Lord.”  Besides, didn’t God “marry” us to Himself when we

were fallen, spiritual harlots?  Did He sin when He did?  No.  Hosea’s marriage would have to be

taken as a prophetic symbol and part of his message to Israel.

C. Naming the Children.  Upon the birth of each child, God commanded that a symbolic name be given

and a corresponding message proclaimed to God’s people.  The messages were designed to convict

and call the people to repentance.

III. Hosea’s Discourses.  Chapters 4-14.

A. Discourses Emphasizing the Guilt of the Northern Kingdom.  Chapters 4-8.

1. Conviction of the people.  Chapter 4.  Of several sins, but especially of the spiritual adultery

of idolatry.  It even leads to physical adultery/sexual sin as God gives them over to it on

account of idolatry, as Rom. 1 clearly teaches.

2. Conviction of kings and priests.  Chapter 5.  They are as bad as the rest of the people, and

set a bad example.

3. “Return” without repentance.  Chapter 6.  They claim a “return” to God, seeking the blessing

of renewal (vss. 1-3), but continue on in the most heinous of sins, including murder by the

very priests who are supposed to be holy men teaching the people to be holy.

4. The Guilt of Ephraim.  Chapter 7.  Ephraim as the offspring of Joseph, whom God promised,

through Jacob’s blessing (Gen. 49), to be the most temporally blessed among the tribes. 

With this token of God’s love and favor, and centuries of experiencing it, they should have

remembered and been faithful to God.  But they were “a cake not turned”: hot for the world

and idols, but cold toward God even though they wanted to name His name.  Like lukewarm

Laodicea much later, they were disgusting and worthy to be spewed out of God’s mouth.



5. The guilt of the whole northern kingdom.  Chapter 8.  The whole of Israel was no better than

Ephraim.  They broke God’s covenant of grace by abandoning God, having no saving faith

in Him, and no obedience to serve as evidence that the faith they claimed to have was real. 

As chapter 6 indicates, they were under the broken  covenant of works just like any

unbeliever, even though they were part of the visible church.  So, God will punish them by

exile to Assyria.  Their works have shown them to be spiritual harlots, not believers, so God

says he will excommunicate them [my illustrative term, not in the text of Hosea] from the

promised land as the visible church.

B. Discourses Emphasizing the Punishment to Come on the Sinful Northern Kingdom.  Chapters 9 -

11:11.

1. Punishment of Ephraim.  Chapter 9.  The places where Ephraim played the harlot by false

worship to false gods are the places where punishment will begin: the threshing floors and

wine presses.  They offered food to their idols, so they will be deprived of food.  They

offered their strength and prosperity to idols, so they will be deprived of the strength and

prosperity that their threshed grain and wine, and the economy that went with them, had

given them.  They would be deprived of their feasts and the worship that went with them. 

They turned to false prophets, so they would be deprived of them, just as by turning to them

they had deprived themselves of the true word of God.  They were God’s “first-fruits” in the

northern kingdom; now they would be fruitless (especially spiritually).  They gave their

children as sacrifices to false gods, and sacrificed their next generation; so, they would be

deprived of children.  They mistreated the promised land and the God of the promise, so He

deprived them of the land, making them wanderers with no homeland and no promise.

2. Punishment of Israel.  Chapter 10.  All Israel (the northern kingdom) was no better.  They

multiplied and raised up idolatrous places of worship and memorials (pillars) to Asherah (the

female counterpart of Baal), so God ensured that they would be broken down.  They rejected



God as their King, so God ensured that they had no good king, and after exile, would have

no king of their own at all.  They worshiped golden calves, so God would have the golden

calves hauled away to Assyria by a greedy king.  They trusted in their warriors instead of

God, so God would destroy them by pagan warriors.  Yet, in the midst of this prophecy full

of threats and warnings, God calls upon them to repent, as He would enable Judah (southern

kingdom) to do, giving an example to Israel (vss. 11-12).

3. Punishment by exile.  Chapter 11:1-11.  God loved Israel, but they spurned His love and His

word.  The more He sent His word, the more they rebelled against it and rejected it.  They

refused to return to God, and He refused to return them to Egypt from where He had taken

them in the exodus.  Instead, He will send them to Assyria.  They want to name His name,

but they turn from Him to idolatry.  So, God will turn from them.  Yet, He still expresses His

love and compassion for His visible church and will return a remnant from Ephraim and

Israel to His promised land.  In this, we see God temper His judgment with mercy. 

C. Discourses Emphasizing Future Blessing on the Repentant People of the Northern Kingdom. 

Chapters 11:11 - 14.

1. Cp. The return of some Northern Kingdom exiles with the Judean exiles from Babylon.

2. These discourses continue some of the thoughts expressed in the previous sections of

discourse.

3. Repentance.  Chapter 14.

a. The path of repentance (vss. 1-3).  Vs. 1 shows the need for repentance.  Vss. 2-3

show the nature of repentance, including confession of sin, seeking forgiveness and

restored fellowship with God, admitting that only in Him is there salvation, and the

commitment to turn from idolatry.

b. The promise of restoration (vss. 4-8).  Upon repentance, God re-establishes our

relationship with Him.  He makes many promises to restore us to fellowship,



cleansing, and blessing.  God renews the hearts of the repentant (vs. 8).

c. The proof of our righteousness (vs. 9).  The proof is in our repentance.  It is evidence

that the faith we say we have is saving faith, and that we are therefore covered with

the righteousness of Christ, first of all.  But, it also shows that biblical sanctification

is taking place, and there is growth in real righteousness as a result and fruit of

justification.

Note throughout Hosea’s tender sadness, deep feelings, vehement harsh holy anger.  Note also the beautiful imagery

in connection with the great love of God for a faithless people.


