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Study/Series: New Testament Overviews

Romans

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Romans: The gospel of justification by faith alone.

B. Introductory Notes.  Romans is the great theological treatise of the apostle Paul in the New

Testament.  As with all of Paul’s epistles, to one degree or other, Romans divides into the doctrinal

first portion and the applicatory second section.  The dividing point is usually signaled by the Greek

phrase parakaleo oun, “I urge you, therefore” or “I entreat you, therefore.”  In Romans, the first

section ends with 11:36, and the second section begins with 12:1.

II. The Doctrine of Justification by Faith Alone.

A. Introduction.  Chapter 1:1-17.  It includes a statement of the theme of the letter in 1:16-17.  It is

grounded in the Person of Christ, the Divine/human Son of God and Savior, greater than any Roman

emperor.  Though Paul had not been to Rome, he had every right and duty to write to the church there

with the gospel presented in this letter.

B. The Total Depravity of Man.  Chapter 1:18 - 3:20.  This is the need for justification by faith alone

in Christ alone because fallen man cannot justify himself by works of God’s law.  He is only rendered

guilty by God’s law.

1. The Total Depravity of the Gentiles.  Chapter 1:18-32.  All are rendered guilty, without

excuse, by general revelation.  All are idolaters, having abandoned God in the fall and its

effects.  Depravity is a steady downward decline into greater depravity as God gives over

idolaters to greater wickedness.

2. The Total Depravity of the Jews.  Chapter 2:1 - 3:8.  Even as religious people, the visible

people of God, they were not excluded or immune to original sin and conception in total

depravity.  God is impartial in His judgments and has an impartial witness in the consciences



of all men.  Jews, though they claim God’s law (with pride), are all the more condemned by

it since they have it and know it.  All the world is guilty and under God’s wrath and curse;

all are under the power of evil.

C. Justification by Faith Alone.  Chapter 3:9 - 4:25.

1. The grounds of justification in the work of Christ.  Chapter 3:9-31.  God can be both perfectly

just in His character and actions, and still declare unjust sinners to be “just” (righteous in His

sight), by satisfying the demand of His justice to carry out a penalty for the breaking of His

law upon a willing and sinless Substitute (Christ), to whose record the sins of the unjust have

been imputed; and, by imputing the Substitute’s (Christ’s) perfect obedience to the law, in

satisfaction of its other demand, to the record of the unjust.  In that way, God’s justice is met

fully, so He remains just; and, He can declare the sinner to be “just” (righteous), even though

the sinner is a sinner, by counting the “justness” (righteousness) of the Substitute as theirs. 

Jesus Christ is both Substitute and Representative as the Federal Head of the elect in the

covenant of grace.  Faith alone in Christ alone is the instrument through which God justifies

sinners (Rom. 3:28).  This is the only way of escape from the judgment of God, to be justified

by God through faith alone in Christ alone.

2. Justification in the OT and the nature of faith.  Chapter 4.  J. Gresham Machen wrote, “The

nature of faith is illustrated by the case of Abraham....The analogy is itself a proof. 

Justification by faith has Scripture warrant.”

D. The Nature and Results of Justification.  Chapter 5.

1. Justification (declared righteous) means full salvation and reconciliation with God.  5:1-11.

2. Justification by grace for Christ’s seed.  5:12-21.  It is dependent on the federal headship of

Christ (in the covenant of grace), just as sin and death affect all of Adam’s seed through the

federal headship of Adam (in the covenant of works).  The passive, but especially in this

passage, the active obedience of Christ is imputed to us as a free gift.  When sin was shown

to be all the more sinful by the giving of the moral law in Moses’ day, grace was shown all



the more to be grace.  The outcome of federal headship: sin and death for those in Adam;

righteousness and eternal life for those in Christ.

3. Justification issues in holiness.  Chapter 6.  It is linked to that union with Christ by which

faith is created in us.  “Faith brings not only pardon of the guilt of sin, but also freedom from

the power of sin; the Christian life is a life of holiness” (Machen).  Union with Christ unto

justifying faith brings death to sin and its slavery, and life to God with “slavery” to Him and

righteousness.

4. Justification brings freedom from the law’s condemnation and the power of the law to spur

on indwelling sin in the unregenerate heart.  Chapter 7.  We still experience the effects of and

battle against remaining sin, but it cannot remove our justification: “There is therefore now

no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).

5. Justification brings the work of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  Chapter 8:1-11.  He is the

sanctifying Person and power by which the justified man overcomes remaining sin.

6. The justified man is a child of God.  8:12-39.  He need fear neither suffering, nor Satan, nor

anything else.  We have the Spirit’s help and intercession, the certainty given us by salvation

unto hope, the certainty given us by God’s sovereignty, and the certainty given us by Christ

the Redeemer’s sacrifice and continued intercession culminating in the great statement of vss.

37-39.

E. The Recipients of Justification.  Chapters 9-11.

1. The elect will be justified.  Chapter 9.  From among Jews and Gentiles alike.  For not every

Jew is elect, or comes to faith in Christ, or is justified through faith.  But it is the children of

promise, not the children of the flesh, who are given the faith of Abraham and are counted

righteous by faith, whether Jew or Gentile.

2. Justifying faith comes by the preached Word of God.  Chapter 10.  Many among Israel tried

to establish justifying righteousness by works of the law and failed.  Christ is the end

(fulfillment, perfection) of the law for [justifying] righteousness to those who believe



(because it is through believing that one is counted righteous).  Such belief—faith—must be

in Christ alone—heart belief in all the truth of the gospel, issuing in the open confession of

the mouth.  And faith must come by hearing the Word of Christ, especially by preaching.  It

was the same for Israel, who so often and generally rejected the good news of salvation by

Christ, while the Gentiles received the Word with joy, “and as many as were appointed to

eternal life believed” (Acts 13:48).

3. Justification is for all who are grafted into Christ.  11:1-32.  Israel, in general, was rejected

for their unbelief.  Elect Gentiles were grafted into Christ upon that opportunity.  But there

were, and are, all along the way, some elect among natural Israel, so that spiritual Israel (the

church) consists of Jews and Gentiles.  All of spiritual Israel will be saved; they are elect by

God’s gift; the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.  Therefore, all of spiritual Israel will

be called and justified by faith alone in Christ alone.

4. Justification is to the glory of God.  11:33-36.  The gospel of justification by faith alone in

Christ alone, which is the power of God to the complete salvation of all the elect, and could

be conceived by the unfathomable wisdom and knowledge of God alone, redounds to the

glory of God alone.

III. The Life of the Justified.  Chapters 12-16.

A. It Is a Life Given in Sacrifice to God.  12:1-2.  It is given to God, who saved by the gospel of

justification by faith alone.

1. It is a life of piety, according to Paul’s plea.

2. It is a life the thinking of which is shaped by the renewing of the mind, by Spirit and Word,

not shaped by conformity to the unbelieving world’s thinking.

3. It is a life lived according to the will of God.

B. It Is a Life of Humble Service in the Church.  Chapter 12:3-13.

1. The justified man’s membership.  12:1-5.  The justified man, in union with Christ, should

humbly recognize his and others’ membership in the church.



2. The justified man’s gifts for service.  12:6-8.  The justified man is responsible to use his

spiritual gifts in service to the church body, especially those gifts which are connected to

office in the church.  Most Puritans and Scottish Presbyterians interpreted this passage as

referring to the offices of elder and deacon.

3. The justified man’s love for the saints.  12:9-13.  His love is to be worked out in service and

care for the saints.  This is a very condensed passage in which we see the life of the church

worked out as justified people relate to one another in piety, sanctification, and love within

the body of the justified.

4. The justified man’s relations and demeanor toward those of the world.  12:14-21.  It boils

down to doing what is right before men and leaving vengeance and justice in God’s hands to

be done His way.

C. It Is a Life of Humble Submission to Governing Authorities.  Chapter 13.

1. Note, this logically follows from the last portion of chapter 12, which spoke of the church’s,

as well as the individual Christian’s, relation and spiritual ministry toward the world.  Now,

chapter 13 speaks of government’s function in the world as another minister of God, this time

for justice.  And this follows, too, as we see how God carries out His temporal vengeance and

justice on earth.  Justice is to be left in God’s hands to be done His way, and government is

God’s means for temporal justice, particularly temporal retributive justice in the punishment

of those who do wrong by a government that rightly bears the sword.  But government is also

God’s means for temporal remunerative justice since the one who does right is supposed to

receive governmental praise for it.  (Speculation: could this Bible passage be the source of

the concept of awarding medals, etc., in the government’s military for courage and heroism?).

2. The justified man’s responsibility to submit to government and its functions.  13:1-7.

3. The justified man’s love for neighbor.  13:8-14.  He fulfills it by keeping God’s law toward

his neighbor (cf. 2  Table of the Law).  It also speaks of his motives and reasons for doingnd

so, especially by avoiding sins which usually put a clear demarcation between the justified



people of the church and the unbelieving of the world, but which can also so easily entangle

the justified man (vss. 12-13; cf. Gal. 5:19-21 to see the deeds of the flesh, which proceed

from the lusts of the flesh).  Note the answer to deal with them in vs. 14: “But put on the Lord

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.”

D. It Is a Life of Deference and Self-Denial.  Chapter 14:1 - 15:13.

1. Deference and Self-Denial to the weak of conscience.  Chapter 14.

2. Deference and Self-Denial to one another in Christ, Jew and Gentile alike.

E. It Is a Life That Enters on Mission.  Chapter 15:14-33.  We take forth the same gospel by which we

were saved unto justification.

1. Paul’s past mission and its results.

2. Paul’s future plans for missions.

F. Greetings and Love Extended.  Chapter 16:1-16, 21-24.  Extended to others among the justified who

had been fellow-laborers, fellow-soldiers, fellow-sufferers in the work of the gospel with Paul.  Note

the lessons about work for the body and fellowship in the body of the justified.

G. It Is a Life That Stands Firm.  Chapter 16:17-20.  It stands firm against false gospels and false

teachers.

1. Warning against false teachers.  They cause dissension by teaching contrary to justification

by faith alone.  They are identified by their continuance in the lusts and deeds of the flesh. 

They are satanic in source and character.

2. The means of standing firm: continue in the obedience that justification by faith alone

produces in the justified man.

H. The Glory of God.  Chapter 16:25-27.  Justification by faith alone is the gospel, for which God is to

be glorified, and which glorifies God.  It issues in a life which glorifies God.


