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Study/Series: New Testament Overviews

2 Corinthians

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of 2 Corinthians: The minister and his ministry. 

B. Introductory Notes.

II. The Glories and Triumphs of the Ministry Amid Trouble.  Chapters 1-7.

A. The Glory of Comforting the Afflicted.  Chapter 1:1-11.

1. Especially when the minister himself has been afflicted and comforted by God.

2. They are the comforts of God ministered through His people.

B. The Glory of Sparing the Flock Unnecessary Heartache.  1:12 - 2:4.

1. The minister’s purpose is to spare by giving time for the Word to work repentance.

2. His change of plans to spare them—and the fact that it did not constitute fickleness,

vacillation, or deception.

C. The Glory and Triumph of Forgiveness and Restoration of the Repentant Christian.  2:5-11.

1. The triumph is seen in the repentance of the sinning brother.

2. It produces the glory of calling for and instructing the flock in forgiveness and restoration.

3. Warning about the scheme of the devil to foster an unforgiving spirit, individually and

corporately.

D. The Glory of the New Covenant Ministry.  Chapter 3.

1. The inadequacy of the minister and the adequacy of God.

2. The glory of the ministry of life in the covenant of grace is greater than the glory of the

ministry of death in the covenant of works.

E. The Glory of the Gospel Shown Brighter Amid the Weakness, Suffering, Dying of the Minister. 

Chapter 4.



F. The Glory of the Gospel Shown in the Hope of Glory and the Resurrection.  Chapter 5.

1. The glory of the gospel ministry amid even death.

2. The glory and triumph of the ministry of reconciliation and its ambassadors.

G. A Gospel Appeal to the Church.  Chapters 6-7.

1. Urging the church to receive and remain steadfast in God’s grace.

2. Evidence commending the minister’s ministry.

3. The minister’s exhortations drawn from salvation and its ministry to them, to open their

hearts to the minister and his ministry, to maintain holiness, to avoid joining with unbelievers

and the world, and to pursue personal holiness.

H. The Triumph of the Church’s Repentance.  Chapter 7.

1. The minister’s joy over it even amid his affliction.

2. The quality of true repentance—godly sorrow—thus gives an explanation of true repentance.

3. Seeing the effect of their response to Paul’s exhortation on Titus, another minister, also

brought joy to Paul.

III. Giving for the Sake of Maintaining the Ministry.  Chapters 8-9.

A. An Example of Sacrificial Giving and Its Spirit.  8:1-11.

1. Its basis (vs. 9).

B. The Character of Sacrificial Giving.  8:12 - 9:5.

C. The Results of Sacrificial Giving.  9:6-15.

1. Upon the givers, cheerful giving brings a harvest of righteousness.

2. Upon the recipients, their needs are amply supplied.

3. Upon God, abundant thanksgiving and glory to God.

IV. The Minister’s Dealings with His Critics.  Chapters 10-13.  While we draw lessons from this about the

minister and the ministry, we also must remember that Paul was an apostle defending his apostleship.  So,

we learn about the office of apostle, it having ceased to be operative in the church.  We find that it is what

the minister “boasts” that answers his critics and discredits his enemies, though it is a “boast” unlike the



world’s “boast.”  For it is “boasting” in the Lord and what He has done through the minister and his ministry

which God gave to him.

A. The Minister’s Authority in the Church.  Chapter 10.

1. It is Seen in Paul’s authority.

2. It is an authority that is real.

3. It is an authority that is at times to be exercised in boldness, at times in gentleness or more

than ordinary meekness.

4. It is spiritual authority to be used for edification, not destruction.

5. It is an authority that is in bounds when it answers critics by correcting misconceptions and

gossip by means of truth about his ministerial comportment.

6. It is an authority that boasts not in oneself or one’s ministerial labors, but in the Lord who

both enables and uses the minister.

B. Paul’s Apostleship Is the True Apostleship.  Chapter 11 - 12:13.

1. Proven by his gospel.  11:1-15.  Particularly as it had called the Corinthians to faith and

planted the Corinthian church.  Especially focused on his preaching the right Christ, in

contrast to those who tried to subvert the gospel and overthrow the truth.  They attempted to

gain credibility in the church by calling themselves “super-apostles.”  It was a case of one-

upsmanship, but cf. 1 Jn. 2:22-23; 4:1-6.  It was a proof further confirmed in that he took no

pay at the time, though entitled to it, to distinguish him further from false apostles and

philosophers.

2. Proven by his sufferings in his ministry.  11:16-33.  They made him confident enough to

“boast.”  They were sufferings inflicted by the enemies, and sufferings of concern for the

church.

3. Proven by his supernatural revelations and corresponding thorn in the flesh.  12:1-13.  Note

that this passage disproves the error that the gift of tongues is a heavenly prayer language. 

Note also that such revelation means he was a commissioned recipient and recorder, as well



as messenger, of the Word of God—one of Christ’s witnesses.  That only belonged to OT

prophets, and NT apostles (and the evangelists who wrote under apostolic authority).

C. The Minister’s Purpose to Edify, Not Destroy.  Chapters 12:14 - 13:14.

1. This is still his purpose even when it comes to his critics.

2. However, this does not circumvent or deny his authority, discipline of the offenders, nor his

duty to preserve the purity, peace, and unity of the church.


