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Study/Series: New Testament Overviews

Galatians

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Galatians: Justification by faith apart from the law as a covenant of works. 

B. Introductory Notes.  Galatia was an area of Asia Minor in which Paul’s first missionary journey took

place.  It is where Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe were located.

1. Galatians is one of Paul’s earlier letters, perhaps the earliest.

2. Galatians was written probably on Paul’s second missionary journey, perhaps from Corinth

while Paul was alone, before Silas and Timothy joined him there: note the address, “Paul,”

with no one else named.

3. The occasion: the Judaizers were following Paul, troubling the churches by undermining the

gospel.  Paul faced the Judaizers in Antioch when they were teaching that one must be

circumcised and follow the law of Moses to be saved.  This controversy and dispute brought

about the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15.

II. The Origin of the Gospel.  Chapters 1-2.

A. There Is Only One True Gospel.  Chapter 1.

1. Any other gospel, and its preaching, is false and accursed.

2. We hold true to it to please God, not man.

B. The Gospel Is God-Revealed to the Apostles.  Chapter 2.

1. It is especially significant that it was revealed to Paul, the same as the other apostles, since

he was the apostle to the Gentiles.  It was his gospel that the Jerusalem Council recognized

to be the teaching of Scripture, and the decision to communicate the teaching to the Gentiles

among whom Paul had planted churches by that gospel.

2. Paul, rescued by God’s grace from intense Judaism, did not go to Jerusalem to men to learn



the gospel, but to Arabia to receive it from God.

3. His Jerusalem visit was three years later.

4. After that, he spent 14 years in Syria and Cilicia.

5. When he returned to Jerusalem, the other apostles gave no corrective to his gospel, proving

it to be the true gospel.

6. Paul’s gospel was even proved when he had to rebuke Peter.

III. The Vindication of the Gospel.  Chapters 3-4.

A. An Argument from Experience.  The Galatians received the Holy Spirit through faith in Christ, not

works.  That experience vindicates the gospel of justification by faith alone.

B. Arguments from Scripture.

1. Abraham’s faith was reckoned to him for righteousness.  This was a way of saying that the

righteousness of God was reckoned to him through faith.  It becomes evident that this was

Paul’s inspired understanding of the reckoning of righteousness to Abraham when one reads

Rom. 4 and Phil. 3.  Additionally, if one pursues obedience to God’s law as a means of

salvation in whole or in part, it subjects one to the obligation to obey the whole law,

especially the moral law, as a covenant of works (this is a key phrase and point to

understand).  Sinners will always be under a curse in this case.  The only way to avoid it is

by faith in Christ, who became a curse for us.  This does not remove the moral law as stated

in the OT, nor relieve Christians from the responsibility to obey God’s law as a proper

response to Him who owns us, Him whom we love.

2. The restatement of God’s law on tablets of stone, that remind us of the law’s condemnation

of us, did not nullify justification by faith alone.  The Mosaic administration of the covenant

of grace did not nullify the Abrahamic administration.  The moral law serves the covenant

of grace by convicting of sin and driving elect men to Christ for salvation by faith, as though

it were a tutor.

C. More Arguments from Experience.



1. Have the Galatians forgotten their former bondage (to sin and its spiritual product of idolatry

and worldly thinking), that they now wish to exchange it for another bondage (to

legalism—the law as a covenant of works)?

2. Have the Galatians forgotten the joy with which they received the gospel when Paul first

preached it to them, that they now are willing to lose all joy?

D. Another Argument from Scripture.  Chapter 4.  Scripture teaches that the children of promise should

cast out bondage.

1. Sidenote: take care in interpreting this passage.  Paul does not authorize allegorical

interpretation here.  He simply uses a historical event in the life of Israel to illustrate his point

metaphorically.

IV. The Application of Justification by Faith.  Chapters 5-6.

A. Do not become entangled in bondage to the law as a covenant of works.

B. Do not attempt to combine faith and works for salvation.

C. The only saving principle is faith; this is true liberty.

D. Liberty does not allow for licentiousness.  It means love.  Liberty does not cultivate the deeds of the

flesh, but the fruit of the Spirit.

E. Liberty and love do not weary in well-doing, especially to the household of faith.  Chapter 6.

F. Liberty and love in the justified man do not glory in self, but in the cross of Christ.  

V. Giving 

VI. The 


