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Study/Series: New Testament Overviews

Colossians

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Colossians: The preeminence of Christ. 

B. Introductory Notes.  

II. The Introduction to the Epistle.  Chapter 1:1-12.

A. Salutation.

B. Paul’s Prayer.

1. Of thanksgiving.  Paul thanks God for the Colossians, and for their faith, love, and hope of

heaven springing from the gospel, which continues to bear fruit in them.

2. Of supplication.  Paul prays for them to be “filled.”  With this, he already telegraphs an

important element of the theme of Colossians.  “Filled” is a key word throughout the epistle

as Paul battles against incipient Gnosticism in Colossae that uses “fulness” as a catch-word

for the Gnostic concept of knowledge.  It is entirely different from the knowledge with which

Christians are to be filled, knowledge of God’s revealed will that comes with spiritual

wisdom and understanding, and results from being delivered from the domain of darkness and

transferred to the kingdom of the beloved Son.  The knowledge with which Christians are to

be filled to all fulness is for the purpose of the Christian’s walk in a manner worthy of the

Lord, with a view to heaven.  Christians are to be “filled” with the knowledge of God’s will,

NOT “filled” with self-made religion, man’s doctrines of Gnosticism or asceticism, or

worldly “wisdom.”  Christ is the Source of the knowledge, and the Securer of the heavenly

inheritance; Christ is the “Fulness.”

III. The Preeminence of Christ: as the Object of the Believer’s Faith.  Chapters 1:13 - 2:23.

A. The Presentation of the Preeminence of Christ.  1:13 - 2:13.



1. Preeminent Redemption: the Application of It.  1:13-14.  

a. Why it is placed here.  “For” tells us, in the immediate sense, how God qualified us

to share in the inheritance; He made us members of the kingdom of the beloved Son. 

The inheritance goes to the Son, and also to those to whom He bequeathed it and for

whom He died, who are adopted sons because of the only-begotten Son, and who are

fellow-heirs with Christ.  “Beloved” reminds us that Christ has preeminence in the

Father’s eyes, as well as being the Redeemer.  It contrasts the preeminence of the true

Redeemer over all pretenders: over worldly wisdom (as in the social gospel), over all

false religions (whether false Christs or angels), over false methods (such as mixing

in works or asceticism).

b. Preeminent because God sovereignly applied it.  “He delivered us.”  Only God can

save from sin.  Only He can regenerate hearts.  When He does, it always involves

bringing one to Christ and to the kingdom of Christ (Jn. 6:44).  Any “redemption”

that someone claims which is other than a change of kingdoms and ways is false. 

God sovereignly accomplishes bringing one out of the darkness of foolish

speculations and the kingdom of satan.  Thus, redemption by Christ is the only true

redemption, and is therefore shown to be preeminent.

c. Preeminent over the claim of any other kind, method, cause of redemption than

Christ.  No other claim of redemption is effective.  All other claims leave them in

darkness, not “light,” as they claim (cf. Free Masonry).  This is Paul’s way of

rejecting and refuting false ways of false religions.

d. Preeminent in what it applied to us.  “Forgiveness of sins,” as well as in whom we

have it: Christ.  Note Paul’s form of expression also touches on union with Christ and

the purchase of redemption by Christ.

2. Preeminent Redeemer.  1:15-18.

a. Preeminent because He is God.  “He is the image...”  All that God is, is present and



evident in Jesus Christ.  Heb. 1:3; Jn. 1:1, 18.  “He is the first-born of all creation...” 

Prototokos refers to preeminence above and beyond all of creation, and the One who

is over all creation.  It does NOT refer to Christ as a created being.  Heb. 1:2, 6; cf.

also Rom. 8:29.  He is the Creator (vs. 16).  There can be only one Creator; all other

things must be created.  So, if God is said to be Creator in one place (e.g., Gen. 1:1),

and Christ is said to be Creator in another place (e.g., Jn. 1:1-3), then Christ is God. 

The Creator of angels is not Himself an angel, but better than the angels.  How could

angels be mediators between God and man?  Christ is therefore not an emanation

from God or an aeon or a lesser being.  This refutes the Gnostic doctrine that a lesser

being created the world because the world is evil [a doctrine of Plato].  Gnosticism

said that it had to be a lesser being because God could not have created something

evil.  But this flies in the face of the plain testimony of Scripture, “And God saw all

that He had made, and behold, it was very good.  And there was evening and there

was morning, the sixth day” (Gen. 1:31).  “He is before all things...”  “Before” is not

a time reference here, but a matter of rank/priority.  “In Him all things hold

together...”  Heb. 1:3.  He is the Sustainer of all.  This is something that only God can

do, by His almighty power in providentially carrying out His own will.

3. The Preeminence of Christ as Mediator.  1:18-19.  He is the only God/Man, which is required

for Him to be the Mediator between God and man.

a. “He is the Head of the body, the church.”  He is the Living Head.  He is the

authoritative Head—both Lord and Christ (Acts 2).

b. “He is the beginning of the church.”  He is the Source by creation.  He is the Source

by redemption.  He is the Source by the power of His calling.

c. “He is the first-born from the dead.”  He is the preeminent One who is both the

Forerunner and is the power and pattern for the resurrection of His people.

d. He is preeminent in everything. “So that He might come to have first place.”



e. “He is the Fulness.”

4. The Preeminence of Christ as Reconciler/Redeemer.  1:20-23.

a. He reconciled all things through the blood of His cross.  This doesn’t mean He saved

every individual, or made a way for every individual to choose.  It means that He

reconciled, in addition to all of His elect, the creation that is fallen in sin and cursed. 

Cf. Rom. 8:19-22.

b. Reconciled in His “fleshly body.”  A reference to His humanity, in which He

reconciled them through His death.

c. Reconciled for holiness.

d. Reconciliation received through faith.

B. The Pastoral Role in Presenting the Preeminence of Christ.  1:24 - 2:7.

1. The explanation of Paul’s striving.

a. Its Root: Paul’s Labor.  He labored to present every man complete in Christ.  The

pastor’s role is to call people to faith in Christ through the gospel, promote maturity

unto Christ-likeness, equip the saints for the work of service, and strengthen them to

stand firm in the faith.

b. Its Importance.  Paul emphasizes it with “I want you to know.”

c. Its Recipients.  “You...”  It tells them that this matter of the word of God is directed

to that congregation in their particular context of the Gnosticism around them,

especially as it was presented as Christianity, but was a fake.

2. A positive purpose for Paul’s pastoral striving.  It is a purpose with two goals.

a. The purpose.  Strengthening the Christian’s heart.  “That their hearts may be

encouraged.”  His pastoral desire was for them to be prepared when attacks and

temptations of false teachers and ways of the world came to them.  There was an

accompanying factor: “knit together in love.”  Hendriksen wrote, “In unity there is

strength.”



b. First goal of strengthening the Christian heart.  Enlightenment to the truth of the

gospel and all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge in Christ, to mature in

understanding to a wealth of it.  By it, we discern truth from falsehood and hold firm

to truth.

c. Second goal of strengthening the Christian heart.  It is also the ultimate end of the

first goal: to know Christ.  “True knowledge” begins with salvation, unto a

relationship grounded in reconciliation, re-established by redemption.  We grow in

it unto maturity and strength.

3. The Negative Purpose of Paul’s Pastoral Striving.  “So that no one will delude you with

persuasive argument.”  Paul wants none of God’s people to be deceived by arguments that

might be used by those who promote falsehood.  Strengthening with truth causes God’s

people to stand firm against even persuasive arguments that sound plausible but are false.

4. Pastoral Encouragement to Walk with Christ.

a. Pastoral encouragement to hold to Christ and the Christian system

(1) What it means to walk with Christ: walk in and remain firm in your

confession and conduct in accord with truth as it is in Jesus.

(2) In support and further explanation of this: “having been rooted in Christ”;

“being built up in Him”; “established in the faith as you have been taught”;

“overflowing with gratitude.”

C. The Preeminence of Christ over Man-Made Religion.  2:8-23.  Particularly in view is the Colossian

heresy, the parts or the whole of which we see today.

1. The preeminence of Christ over the philosophies of the world.  Paul warns against the system

that is not according to Christ.  There is the constant threat, pressure, and attack of the culture

to press worldly ideas, ways of thinking, and unbelieving worldview on Christians and to

pervade the church with it.  This includes, for example, modern psychology as an alternative

system of ethics that opposes the Bible, as well as other forms of man-made religion.  Instead



of seeking “fulness” through the empty, deceptive things of the world, we are to recognize,

think, and live according to Christ, in whom is true “fulness”: of Deity, of the treasures of

wisdom and knowledge (i.e., of religion in doctrine and conduct), and our own “fulness” (i.e.,

our completeness).  We have “fulness” in Christ as a completed matter of redemption and

reconciliation to God.  We must not seek “fulness” as a process through false religion or

asceticism; this would be salvation by works, or by sanctification, or by education (“always

learning, but never able to come to the knowledge of the truth,” as in Free Masonry or

modern academia), or by false mediators (angels, guardian angels of the New Age movement,

which is a form of Gnosticism).  Because Christ is Deity, He is the Source of spiritual life,

He has given it to us, it is ours.  We can discern truth, thus also discern error, and see the

falsehood of worldly religions.  We are new people in Christ.  This is how we can avoid

captivity, and why we should, to the world’s philosophies and all other attacks by false

religions.

2. The Preeminence of Christ over Ceremonialism.  Salvation by Christ is better than the

world’s ideas; it is freedom from the world’s ideas and ways through freedom from deadness

in sin, and freedom from slavery to the works and condemnation of the law—these are the

reception of true “fulness.”  Ultimately, the work of Christ put an end to the condemnation

of the law, which removed its requirement of perfect, personal obedience for justification.

a. New creatures in Christ.  The removal of the old man is the removal of the guilt and

filth of sin, and the removal of the requirement of circumcision.  It is the raising up

of the new man: regeneration which baptism signifies in the NT, just as circumcision

signified in the OT, a sign of dying with Christ to the old man and rising to newness

of life.

3. The Preeminence of Christ and the Christian Religion over Angel Worship.  This section also

argues against holding to the ceremonial law.

a. No one is to judge true Christianity.  There are to be no judgments based on rituals,



including the sabbaths, or “holy convocations” connected to the OT feasts.  THIS

DOES NOT CANCEL THE WEEKLY SABBATH!  This also exhorts us not to give

in to pressure put on us by those who judge us by saying we don’t follow rituals.  The

Reality Is Christ.  Thus, do not allow yourselves to be taken captive by legalism.

b. Let no one defraud you of your prize by the worship of angels or by a vain, fleshly

mind.

4. The Preeminence of Christ and the Christian Religion over the Asceticism and Self-Made

Religion of Men.  Col. 2:20-23.

a. Dying with Christ means death to the principles of the world.

b. Death to worldly principles means you must not submit to man’s doctrines of

asceticism or the religion that spawns them.

IV. The Preeminence of Christ as the Source of the Believer’s Life.  Chapters 3-4.

A. New Life in Christ and the Mindset of All Believers.  3:1-4.

1. All believers are to set their minds on “things above”; i.e., the will of God enlightened with

spiritual wisdom and understanding in the believer.

2. The reason for the believer’s new mindset is the believer’s new life in Christ, the old, earthy

self having died with Him.

B. The Conduct (Life) of All Believers Grounded in New Life in Christ and New Mindset.  3:5-17.

1. Put to death and lay aside the sinful ways of the old man and the world.

2. Put on the new virtues and ways of the Lord, according to His will.

C. Relationships of Believers Grounded in New Life in Christ.  3:18 - 4:1.

1. Wives and husbands.  3:18-19.

2. Children and fathers.  3:20-21.

3. Employees and employers.  3:22 - 4:1.

D. Admonitions and Greetings.  4:2-18.  This still stresses the life proceeding from the preeminence of

Christ over man-made religion.



1. Prayer and prayer-prepared evangelism.

a. Prayer for preachers.

b. Prayer to prepare for personal witnessing, and for wise and gracious witnessing.

2. Informing and encouraging the church-at-large.  Note that they are bond-servants in the Lord

as well as brothers and fellow-workers.

3. Greetings.  Note again that they are addressed to “fellow-workers” and “bond-slaves of Jesus

Christ.”

V. The


