
Redeemer OPC, Hawaii

Study/Series: New Testament Overviews

Hebrews

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Hebrews: Because Christ is better, as the fulfillment, than Old Testament promises, let us

hold fast the confession of our faith in Him.  Subtheme: Christ is the final Word of God.

B. Introductory Notes.

1. Written to Jewish Christians.  Probably in Rome, where there was a large Jewish population. 

Roman sentiment against Jews and Christians was growing by the second generation of NT

Christians, especially due to both Nero and the AD 70 Jewish revolt in Jerusalem and the

destruction of the temple.  These Jewish Christians were obviously under persecution,

evidently anticipating and fearing worse, and apparently somewhat immature in their

Christian growth.

2. Apostasy.  Some Jews who professed Christianity turned away from their professions.

a. On account of persecution occurring and more anticipated, some Jews who had

professed the faith had apostatized and returned to their former Judaism.  By then it

had become, by and large, a works-righteousness religion, but still claimed its hold

on OT forms, rituals, offices, understandings.  Return to it removed the heat of

persecution, but also sealed their judgment.  Cf. Matt. 13:5-6, 20-21 (note Jesus’

dealings with the Pharisees).

b. Those who were regenerate Christians, not masquerading as Christians, were still

tempted to reject Christ and give up their professions of faith.

3. The Purpose of Hebrews.  Originally, it was to encourage professing Jewish (i.e., Hebrew)

Christians not to abandon their profession—apostatize by returning to former Jewish

things—by showing them that Christ is “better”; i.e., He is the fulfillment of all the former



promises, prophecies, types, and shadows.  As such, salvation is only in Him, not in the

former things.  Christ is the “end-all” and “be-all.”  The purpose of Hebrews now is still to

encourage Christians not to abandon their profession of faith in the time of persecution

because Christ is our salvation and our help in time of temptation.

a. Because so many of the things the Jews set their hopes on were connected specifically

with Moses and the Mosaic administration of the covenant of grace, or were most

graphically set forth there, Hebrews focuses mainly on that administration of the

covenant when it contrasts the “old covenant” and the “new covenant.”  But it is not

confined solely to Moses and the Mosaic covenant.

b. Because of the occasion that had to be addressed with the Hebrew Christians,

Hebrews helps us to understand the relationship of the OT to the NT.

II. Christ Is Worthy of Faith.  As the One who is the true object of faith.  As a revealer, Christ is better than the

prophets.

A. Christ Is the Final Word.

1. Revelation.  1:1.  It continued in the OT, though still through the prophets as an extraordinary

office in the church.  It is completed now; the apostles as Christ’s witnesses have completed

the revelation about Christ.  Special revelation is all encompassed by Christ; i.e., God

“spoke” His final word in Christ.

2. God’s declaration/revelation in the Son.  1:1-2.

3. The Deity of Christ.  1:2-3.  It is of gospel importance, but also connected to being the Giver

of revelation as well as the One who is revealed.  He is the eternal Word, with the authority

of the Son as Mediator/God-Man.  He is the Savior the prophets promised would bring

forgiveness of sins.

B. As a Revealer, Christ Is Better than the Angels.

1. As a Revealer, He is the One who could bring forgiveness of sins that the angels could not. 

He is the Savior the angels could not be.



2. He is a better Mediator in His divine nature  1:4-14.  He is the risen Son and Heir with

authority (at God’s right hand).  He is the Son of God who is God Himself.  He is the Creator

who is eternal, all-powerful, and will re-create at the judgment.  The angels are but servants

of God.

3. Warning against apostasy.  2:1-4.  Drifting away from the word of salvation delivered

beforehand through angels as mere messengers, preached authoritatively by Christ as the

Giver of the Word (thus again showing that Christ is better than the angels), spread by

apostles and confirmed by God’s supernatural gifts, continued on into following generations

of Christians.

4. He is a better Mediator in His human nature.  2:5-9.  Ps. 8 in Hebrew says, “a little lower than

God,” meaning man is God’s highest creation and dignity, with dominion over the creatures. 

Septuagint translation says, “a little lower than the angels,” or “for a little while lower than

the angels,” meaning, perhaps, the temporal sphere, or having less power.  The Septuagint

itself is not inspired, but where Paul quotes it in the NT, that quote is inspired.  The point is

that just as man is greater than angels in glory and honor in his role as vice-regent, so Christ

is greater than angels in glory and honor in His role as Mediator, even though both men and

Christ were brought lower that angels in power, and brought to the temporal level for a

temporary time.

5. He is a better Mediator than the angels in His redemptive vocation and work.  2:10-18.

a. He is able to die and rise again to accomplish salvation for many, even to be called

His brethren and children (cf. Is. 53:10-11).

b. He is able to take human nature to Himself to defeat Satan and his scheme, to redeem

men but not angels, to help men against temptation to apostasy.

c. He suffered in the flesh and blood of men, so He alone could act as a priest for men

(in their behalf, representing them before God) to make propitiation for their sins

(appease the wrath of God by bearing it in their place, thus assuring the favor of God



for them by His atoning sacrifice), and come to their aid in temptation to apostatize

when they suffer, especially under persecution; because He was faithful, He can keep

us faithful.  No angel can do any of this.

C. Christ Is Better than Moses and Joshua.  Chapters 3, 4.

1. Christ is better than Moses as a Revealer and High Priest.  Chapter 3.

a. Why bring these two things into the discussion about Moses, when he was not

officially the high priest?  One, Moses was the one through whom inspired revelation

was given to the church.  Two, the whole matter of the priesthood was instituted by

and with the Mosaic administration of the covenant of grace, with Moses seen as the

mediator between God and His people, foreshadowing Christ.  And Moses was the

first to offer the sacrifices as he taught Aaron and his sons how to do the priestly

work.  He continued to lead the people and pray for the people and represent them in

the tent of meeting before God.

b. Christ is better as a Revealer by being the Apostle of our confession, not simply

receiving the Word, but being the ultimate Messenger whom God sent (apostle) who

gives the Word and who is the Word, the only-begotten God who was in the bosom

of the Father and explains God.

c. Christ has more glory than Moses.  Remember Moses’ face?  It shone with the

reflected glory of God, but could not maintain it, so it faded.  But Christ’s glory is the

glory of God.  Christ is as much more glorious than Moses as the builder of the house

is more glorious than the house.

d. Christ is better than Moses by so much as the Son is better than the servant.  Moses

was in the house, as we are, but Christ is over the house.

e. In fact, we are the house Christ builds “if we hold fast our confidence and the boast

of our hope firm until the end.”  This does not mean that we will be saved and will be

included in the house if we maintain our own faith.  It means that holding fast our



confidence is evidence that we are included in the house.  Yet, it must be a

confidence that lasts to the end without throwing it aside—we are to persevere in it,

and persevere we will if we are Christ’s.

f. Christ is better than Moses as a high priest because Moses was only a foreshadowing,

as all of the Mosaic administration was.  Moses was the instrument in bringing God’s

people the confession of faith they needed to make (by bringing the Word and the OT

ritual as a means of grace by which God demonstrated the gospel and called people

to faith).  But Christ is the One who embodies the confession, the One whom we

confess, the One on whom faith rests, the One who fulfills all of the promise and the

ritual.  Christ is the One who brings the people to God.

g. As the text prepares for the warning, recognize even in the warning that Moses could

not bring all of the people into the promised land.  But Christ is better because He can

and will bring all of His elect people into heaven.

2. The Warning.  3:7 - 4:12.

a. The warning is against unbelief.  Lack of saving faith marked by not taking God at

His word, disobeying His voice, remaining in sin to have one’s heart hardened by it

as it effects its deceitfulness.

b. The warning is also of the wrath of God and not entering into His eternal rest of

heaven; the heaven foreshadowed by the rest God gave them in the promised land

under Joshua (Jos. 21:43-45).  Even before that, it was promised and foreshadowed

by the sabbath day at creation (which was NOT an eternal sabbath).

3. Christ is better than Joshua as the One who gives rest.  It is a better rest, being the eternal

sabbath rest, in a better land than Canaan.

D. Christ Is Better Than Aaron as a High Priest.  This includes all of Aaron’s sons; i.e., the order of the

high priests of Levi—high priests who were mere men.

1. Christ is a priest of a different order.



a. He still meets the qualifications, but more perfectly.  The Aaronic priests were human

and could sympathize with those on whose behalf they made sacrifices, but they could

sympathize because they themselves were sinners.  They had to offer sacrifices for

themselves.  But Jesus Christ is also fully human and can sympathize without sin

(4:14-15).

b. As Aaron was called and did not usurp the office to himself, Christ was called.  Note

the prophetic report of it in Ps. 110, along with the different priestly order than Aaron

and Levi.  Note, too, how Christ was initiated/installed in His priesthood via baptism

at age 30.  Those of the high priestly order could not take up the high priesthood until

age 30, and they were required to be initiated/installed into the high priestly office by

a washing—a baptism.  Jesus fulfilled ALL of God’s law as it applied to Him.

2. Christ was a priest in function, but more perfect.  5:7-10.

a. His prayers on behalf of God’s people were a priestly function.

E. Christ Is of a Better Order, the Order of Melchizedek.  Chapters 6-7.

1. Warning and Encouragement.  6:1-20.

2. The order of Melchizedek was of previous priority to Levi.  Chapter 7.

F. The New Administration of the Covenant Is a Better Covenant.  8:1-13.  This is the administration

of the covenant of grace in which Christ fulfills all the promises made by the OT administrations.

G. Christ Is a Better Sanctuary.  9:1-11.

H. Christ Made a Better Sacrifice.  9:12 - 10:18.

III. Faith in and Faithfulness to Christ.  Because Christ is better, He is worthy of faith; therefore have faith in

Him unto salvation, and as a result, be faithful to Him.

A. Unwavering Faith Is Indispensable.

1. Faith in Christ must produce faithfulness to God.  10:19-39.

a. Warning about apostasy: its final end.  10:26-31.

b. Encouragement to endure in the faith based on past victories, the promised return of



Christ, and the perseverance of the saints.  10:32-39.

2. Illustrations of those who endured in faith, and thus in faithfulness, even through severe

persecutions and trials.  11:1 - 12:2.  The conclusion drawn from this part of the

reasoning/argument: Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.

3. The role of divine chastisement in keeping us faithful.  12:3-29.

a. Warning.  12:14-29.

B. Exhortations to Faithful Actions.  13:1-19.  These are the actions of one who endures in the faith, and

therefore in faithfulness.

C. Conclusion.  Benediction; attention.


