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Study/Series: New Testament Overviews

1 Peter

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of 1 Peter: God’s purposes in the Christian’s suffering.

B. Introductory Notes.  Peter most likely wrote from Rome (“Babylon”), hearing about occurrences in

the church in northern Asia Minor.  The occasion for his letter was their persecution.  It was not

governmental persecution, but local social persecution, probably consisting of slander, ridicule,

accusation, social pressures, etc.   This outline is adapted from Gromacki’s New Testament Survey.

II. The Destiny of the Christian.  This serves as an encouragement during persecution, a motive to godly living,

and a foundation for enduring suffering.  Chapter 1:2 - 2:10.  1:1 is a salutation, which is one more NT

example that teaches us to give a salutation as an element of the worship service that God calls us to use.

A. The Plan of Salvation: the Ultimate Comfort and Reassurance.  Chapter 1:2-12.  It also tells us of our

duty to remain faithful to our profession of faith in Christ in the midst of persecution and not drift

away, back to what we once were, and gives us our ultimate motive for both.

1. Its accomplishment and certainty—along with its final issue.  1:3-5.

2. Its testing by trial—along with faith’s refinement.  1:6-9.

3. Its prophecy.  1:10-12.

4. Having been told of the foundation in the plan of salvation, we now enter a section in which,

in addition to assuring the Christian of his destiny, it tells how the Christian must live before

it talks about suffering.

B. The Products of Salvation.  The evidences of it are included, too, that provide proof of the Christian’s

destiny.

1. Holiness.  1:13-16.  Note the negative and positive sides along with reasons are in the

imperative mood.  Keeping your eyes on the finish line, as God’s children, be obedient; be



imitators of the holy God.

2. Reverence.  1:17-21.  Reasons: God is Judge.  God is your owner by the price of Christ’s

blood, the same God who raised Christ from the dead.

3. Love.  1:22-25.  Note, love of the brethren.  The Christian has a new capacity of the newly

born again person.  He is no longer focused on self, but on others.  Note the instrument of

change: the Word of God preached.

C. The Purposes of Salvation.  Chapter 2:1-10.

1. Growth.  2:1-3.  The Bible is the means of sanctification as well as regeneration.  It is the

means of new life, thus, the means of growth.  Note the word pictures and long for God’s

word like a baby longs hungrily for mother’s milk, and get that kind of growth.  The process

includes putting off sin.

2. Sacrifices.  2:4-8.  Spiritual sacrifices in the form of our worship to God (cf. Heb. 13:15-16). 

Christians are living stones in the spiritual temple of God (Eph. 2:19-22).  Christ is the High

Priest, Chief Cornerstone, etc.

3. Testimony.  2:9-10.  God has given tremendous privileges to unworthy people.  Note that at

least one reason for God to have made us his own is to proclaim His excellencies as the

saving God.  Note also “for,” (vs. 10): the ground for us to proclaim Him is that God saved

us, made us His own when we had rebelled and estranged ourselves from Him.

III. The Duty of the Christian.  Chapter 2:11 - 3:12.  It is not as though duty has not already been introduced

generally.  The flow of 1 Peter in presenting its theme is, “You are saved from sin and hell by Christ and the

shedding of His blood; your place in heaven is assured; live the holy life and grow in Christ just as these

should flow from salvation.  Briefly, the contrast is with the unbeliever who rejects Christ over whom he

stumbles, is disobedient, and appointed to hell, not heaven.  Thus, as God’s elect and called, live out your

Christian duty before the world, no matter what suffering and persecution may accrue at the hands of the

world before whom you live your Christian life.

A. Excellent Behavior among Gentiles.



1. Avoid fleshly lusts.  As aliens and strangers in the world, avoid this rampant behavior of the

Gentiles, no matter how sharply tempted.  Avoiding it will reduce spiritual warfare.

2. Excellent behavior in spite of slanders.  Slander will turn to glorifying God in the day of

judgment.

B. Submission to Earthly Authority.  Especially for the witness it gives.  It is one more way to “proclaim

the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”

1. Submission to governing authorities.  2:13-17.  To silence the ignorance of foolish men in

the world.

2. Submission to masters.  Whether slave owners, or employers, or commanding officers,

etc.—especially the “unreasonable” ones who are not good and gentle but make you suffer. 

Keep a clear conscience and be credited with suffering for doing what is right.  There is no

credit for suffering on account of doing wrong.

3. The perfect Example of submission—especially under suffering.  The suffering Savior, Jesus

Christ: He committed no sin, uttered no deceit or reviling, not even in return.  Instead, He

entrusted Himself to God.

4. Submission family. 3:1-7.  Wives’ submission to husbands, unbelieving husbands included. 

The Christian husband’s submission to God in how he treats his wife.

C. Summary of the Christian’s Relations as a Matter of Duty.  Chapter 3:8-12.

1. Exhortation to maintain Christian qualities toward the world, notwithstanding what they do

to the Christian.  It isn’t “Do unto others what they do unto you,” or “Do unto others before

they do it unto you.”  It is “Do unto others as you would have [want] others to do unto you.” 

Though the world may speak and do evil to you (inflict suffering on you), do not do or speak

evil to them; do good, pursue peace (Rom. 12:18; Heb. 12:14); speak good and truth.  Note

the emphasis on good words and deeds, in contrast to the very ways by which the world

persecutes and brings suffering on us: words and deeds.  Note that it honors Christ in contrast

to the world’s dishonoring of Him.  And note the witness it gives in the stark difference



between the Christian and the world.

IV. The Discipline of the Christian.  Chapters 3:13 - 5:11.  This is where the theme of suffering is the most

clearly and forcefully presented.

A. Suffering for the Sake of Righteousness.  Chapter 3:13 - 4:6.  Note the references to this in vss. 14,

17, and references to keeping a good conscience in vss. 16, 21, regardless of what you may suffer,

because Christ died that your conscience would be sprinkled clean from dead works to serve the

living God.

1. Its Blessing.  3:13-17.  Vs. 14 is clear: if you suffer for the sake of righteousness, doing right,

you are blessed (cf. Matt. 5:10-12).  Nevertheless, though we must not revile in return, we

are not always to keep silent: cf. The Christian Manifesto for Apologetics in vs. 15.  Note that

people may “ask” you to give account for the hope that is in you by attacking or challenging

Christianity through intimidation of Christians, or voiced objections to it to attempt to

discredit it (such as slandering Christ or Christians as evildoers), or disprove it.  Apologetics

ought not focus first or primarily on proving that God exists or that the Bible is the Word of

God (Evidential Apologetics).  All people know God exists, though they suppress that truth

(Rom. 1:18 ff.), and the Bible is the Word of God whether they believe it or not.  It is the

Spirit’s tool to regenerate hearts.  Don’t waste time trying to prove it is God’s Word; just use

it in defending the faith.  Apologetics ought to begin by presupposing those two things and

just using them to invalidate the unbeliever’s presuppositions (Presuppositional Apolgetics). 

Then note the likeness between 2:12 and 3:16.  Why repeat the principle?  In 3:16 it is related

to discipline through suffering as one of the ways that Christians will be persecuted most

often.  As you defend the faith, there will be times when you will be called an evildoer for

doing what is right, which in itself is an apologetic for Christianity.  Note, for example, the

modern liberal belief that abortion and homosexuality are good; stand against them, and the

unbelievers will call you evil.  Nevertheless, you will be blessed.

2. Its Example.  3:18-22.  Christ is the ultimate example of suffering for righteousness’ sake. 



But He suffered for our wrong-doing, though He was righteous, so that His righteousness

would give us acceptance with God.  He brought us to God by His death in payment of our

sins as the sinless One who had fulfilled all of God’s law (“the just one”), and suffering it in

our place (“went in place of the unjust”).  His resurrection by the Spirit put the seal to its full

accomplishment.  It was the same Holy Spirit by whom He preached the gospel through Noah

before the flood to those who rejected the gospel and were in Peter’s day and for all eternity

in the prison of hell, ushered there by their death in the flood.

3. Its Purposes. 4:1-6.  To cease from sin, and to confirm the gospel.  Vs. 6 may mean that the

gospel was preached to people before they died, so that when those who believed through it

died, their spirits would enter into eternal life in heaven; i.e., they would have salvation so

that death would have no sting.  It may mean, on the other hand, that the gospel is preached

to those who are dead in trespasses and sins in order that they may be raised to spiritual life

by regeneration; then, even though the body may decline and eventually die, the one who

lives and believes in Christ will never die.

B. Suffering as a Christian.  4:7-19.  Suffering for the faith and as a member of the body of Christ, in

union with Him and His church.  Because of this, upon the mention that one is a Christian, the world

associates him with all other Christians as well as with Christ.

1. The Christian’s responsibilities toward the body of Christ even when suffering.

a. Prayer, from sound judgment and sober spirit.

b. Love, with fervency and the tendency to forgive the small things without being asked.

c. Hospitality.

d. Use of gifts for the common good of the body (cf. 1 Cor. 12).

e. The glory of God through all.  Note that Peter takes the opportunity for a doxology,

much as Paul did at every opportunity.

2. The Christian’s responsibilities and consolations in suffering, especially persecution.

a. Responsibility.  Do not be surprised at suffering (Jn. 16:18-20; 2 Tim. 3:12).  If we



are being faithful Christians, we should expect it.

b. Responsibility and Consolation.  Rejoice.  The more persecution, the more we should

rejoice (cf. Acts 5:40-41).  This has its purpose.  We can and will rejoice all the more

at the return of Christ who suffered for us, and whose sufferings we have the privilege

to share.

c. Consolation.  If reviled for Christ’s sake, you are blessed.  Remember this same

consolation and promise in connection with suffering for righteousness’ sake.

d. Responsibility.  Do not suffer as a wrong-doer.

e. Responsibility.  Do not be ashamed of Christ’s name of or your suffering.

f. Consolation.  Judgment will come upon the persecutors.

g. Responsibility and Consolation.  Entrust yourself to the faithful Creator.  He protects,

cares for, and preserves your soul as He has decreed what you suffer for right and for

Christ.

C. Suffering and the Church.  The Place of Humility.

1. Leading in the Church.  Occupying the office of the elder brings suffering.  The elder’s duties

are the willing care and shepherding of the flock, even under persecution, even when it or

other suffering comes from within the church.  It must be done without love of money or

oppression, but setting a good example.  To sum up, with humility.

2. Following in the Church.  With submission and humility.

3. All to be humbly dependent on God, awaiting His due time of exalting us.

D. Suffering and the Enemy.  Chapter 5:8-9.

E. Suffering and Its Final Purpose.  Chapter 5:10-11.

F. Conclusion.  Chapter 5:12-14.


