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Study/Series: New Testament Overviews

2 Peter

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of 2 Peter: Scriptural holiness and authority are the answers to false teachers.

B. Introductory Notes.

1. Canonicity.  Does 2 Peter belong in the Bible?  This question is raised by liberal theologians

because it supposedly has a different style, vocabulary, etc., from 1 Peter.  But Peter identifies

himself as the author, and there are many similarities between the two letters.  For example,

Peter uses rare words or words occurring nowhere else in Scripture in both epistles.  He says

believers are “called” and “elect” in both.  He refers to the importance of prophecy in both. 

The style is not so different even though the subject matter is.

2. Occasion.  The audience appears to be the same as 1 Peter, probably (3:1).  But it is general

enough to be appropriate for the whole church.  (The catholic epistles were written that way.) 

That tells us the issue is a concern for the whole church.  Here Peter writes not about

persecution, but because of false teachers who threaten the well-being of the church.  Note

that Satan’s attack against the church-at-large, or any portion of it, is multi-pronged, like

military battle tactics try to achieve.  One tactic in warfare is infiltration and sabotage; that

is what false teachers do in the church—sabotage our two main weapons so they are

ineffective.  They undermine the gospel itself and holiness of life, so the church’s witness

becomes both inaccurate and ruined.  How do we guard against false teachers and their

teaching?  Recognize false teachers and refute their teaching with Scripture.

II. Safeguards against False Teachers and Their False Teaching.

A. Foundation of Faith.  Chapter 1:1-4.  All of the safeguards are grounded on Christ and gospel-

generated faith in Him.  For those who are true by faith, not false, God has given us everything for



life and godliness, and changed our nature.

B. Christian Maturity.  Chapter 1:5-11.  Growth in the Christian graces—Biblical, Christ-like

character—gives greater assurance of grace and salvation (“make your calling and election sure”),

and ensure, through evidence of grace and salvation, an abundant entrance into heaven, which false

teachers won’t have and holding to false teaching won’t get you.  Christian maturity keeps you from

being taken in by false teaching, and protects you against apostasy.

C. Apostolic Testimony.  Chapter 1:12-18.

1. All of this is a safeguard because false teaching does not match apostolic testimony found in

Scripture.  It is a safeguard also because the apostles’ witness of Christ and to Christ is to be

trusted.  False teachers were not personal witnesses of Christ’s ministry, death, and

resurrection.

2. Peter testified of the urgency of his reminder to them, and the urgency to get it down in

writing as the Word of God.  Peter knew his death was impending, and the apostolic era

would soon pass with the death of the rest of the apostles.

3. Peter testified of the glorification of Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration, a foreshadowing

of His glory at the right hand of God after His resurrection.  This went along with God’s

testimony of Christ’s righteousness, which is the basis for our justification.

D. Authority of Scripture.  Chapter 1:19-21.  

1. If apostolic eyewitness is to be trusted because it carries weight, then Scripture carries even

more weight because it is “the more sure word” under the Spirit’s inspiration.  Even our

senses can fail us when we are eyewitnesses, but God’s Spirit cannot fail, nor can men fail

to record the true Word of God under His inspiration.

2. This is again a safeguard because the Word is absolute, objective truth and the authoritative

standard to which to compare all teaching, like the Bereans.

III. Description of False Teachers.

A. Their Modus Operandi.  Chapter 2:1-3a.



1. Insidious and sneaky.  It is subtle, often introducing false doctrines that contain elements of

truth to make them sound plausible, or so similar to true doctrine that it is hard to grasp what

is wrong with them.

2. Denying Christ and His gospel by introducing falsehood about both, thus rejecting the true.

3. Exploitive.

4. Note the introduction of two characteristics that they use to draw away professing but not

possessing Christians after them: sensuality, and greed.

B. Their Judgment.  Chapter 2:3b-13a.

1. The reasoning/illustrations.  If God judged angels who fell, the violent wicked of Noah’s day

(the whole world), Sodom and Gomorrah (particularly for sexual immorality), then God will

judge false teachers.  And since God was protecting His people by all those judgments, and

preserving them from the false and wicked ways of those who attacked and oppressed His

people then, He can do so now in the case of false teachers.

2. The judgment: destruction for rebellion against God’s authority.

C. Their Character.  Chapter 2:13b-22.  Adultery, greed, and deception attached to them.  It is illustrated

by Balaam, a false prophet who “sold his soul” for money and wealth.

IV. Refuting the False Teaching.  Chapter 3.

A. The Exhortation.  3:1-2.  It is something like “take heed,” a reminder given just after the warning

against returning to one’s old ways.

B. The Attack.  3:3-4.  This is a common objection that comes up from unbelievers when witnessing

to them about the final judgment at the return of Christ.  But when it comes from someone posing

as a Christian teacher, it indicates a rejection of the gospel through rejection of an essential element

of it.  If there is no judgment, there is no need for a Savior.  If there is no bodily return of Christ, then

there was no bodily resurrection.  Even Liberal theology denies a distinguishing judgment and

implies universalism, if it acknowledges heaven at all.

C. The Refutation and Defense.  3:5-18.



1. The Past Destruction of the World by Water.  3:5-7.  This is the definitive explanation that

the flood was a judgment intended to prefigure the final judgment.  It also confirms that the

Gen. 1 creation account is given as literal history, not figurative poetry or a “framework.” 

It distinguishes, however, that the destruction in the final judgment will take place by

different means, namely fire.  It confirms that the main object of the final judgment and the

reason for it are ungodly men.

2. The Present Delay by God.  3:8-9.  This does not confirm the attack, but simply shows the

best reason of all that God has delayed final judgment for what seems a long time from the

human standpoint.  The best reason is God’s longsuffering and forbearance, as He carries out

His plan to ensure that none of the elect and redeemed perish but have time to come to

repentance and be saved through faith in Jesus Christ.

3. Destruction by Fire on the Day of the Lord.  3:10-13.  The prophets often used the term “day

of the Lord” with different connotations, due to prophetic foreshortening of vision and time. 

But the final day was always the final consummation from their point of view, even though

the first advent of Christ with salvation had to happen prior to it.  They understood it to be,

still, our rescue from judgment deserved, even though they did not always refer to the time

span between Christ’s messianic work and the judgment of the world from which He rescued

us.  The reality of judgment calls for godly living by God’s people, and anticipation of a

renewed creation, after judgment, cleansed of all sin.

4. Final Exhortations.  3:14-18.  These are based on the certainty of destruction and renewal of

the creation, and our eternity in it.

a. Peace, trust in, and care with understanding Scripture.

b. Guard against those who twist Scripture.  Note the confirmation that Petrine and

Pauline theology are the same.

c. Continued growth.

d. Doxology.


