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Study/Series: New Testament Overviews

Jude

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Jude: The Christian’s duty to contend earnestly for the faith against false teachers.

B. Introductory Notes.  This outline is an abridged version of the outline found in An Exposition upon

the Epistle of Jude by William Jenkyn, first delivered as a series of lectures in Christ-Church,

London, in 1652.

II. The Introduction to Jude’s Letter.

III. The Duty.  Verse 3.  The duty is to contend earnestly for the Christian faith once delivered to the saints.

IV. The Reasons to Perform the Duty.  There are various grounds or arguments, but in Jude they boil down to

opposing false teachers in the church.

A. The Danger.  False teachers pose a danger to the church’s continued understanding of and

faithfulness to the gospel.  Older commentators called them “seducers.”

B. Their Destruction.  Judgment and eternal ruin await them.

1. Examples of God’s judgment and wrath on others for sin.  Vss. 5-7.

2. Repetition of the same sins by false teachers.

a. The sins: defiling the flesh, opposing/despising authority, speaking evil.

b. Their source: “dreamers,” meaning those who are given over to delusion and false

security.

3. A call for the divine curse upon them: “Woe to them.”  The grounds are expounded by a

description of their sin and misery, according to their likeness to the examples of Cain,

Balaam, and Korah.  The grounds for the false teachers’ condemnation are still further

expounded by five metaphorical illustrations describing them: hidden reefs in love feasts;

clouds without water; dead trees without fruit; wild waves of the sea; wandering stars in black

darkness.  Their condemnation is proved and reaffirmed by the inspired Word of God in the



prophecy of Enoch.  This is followed up by a description of their character and the kind of

actions it produces (vs. 16): grumblers, finding fault, following after their lusts, speaking

arrogantly, flattering others for their own advantage (like Simon Magus did).

C. Directions for Performing the Duty.

1. Preparation of Self.

a. Give heed to the warnings of the Word of God, written by the apostles.

b. Seek to be built up in the faith.

c. By prayer, seek the help of the Holy Spirit.

d. “Keep yourselves in the love of God.”

e. Wait expectantly for the merciful coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Conduct toward others.

a. Maintain godly, Biblical mercy and gentleness, especially toward your fellow

Christian who may be doubting, not least of all because of the influence of false

teachers.

b. “Save others.”  I.e., bring the witness of Christ and the gospel to those who are in the

most dreadful danger of hell, “snatching them out of the fire.”

c. Maintain “holy austerity” (Jenkyn) toward others whose sin has obviously and terribly

polluted them.

V. The Conclusion.   Vss. 24-25.  It gives glory to our God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Particularly, His power,

wisdom, and goodness are called out as grounds for praise to Him.  The praise itself is multiplied in its

ascriptions to Him of glory, majesty, dominion, and power.  And, as William Jenkyn points out, even the

Amen denotes our assent, desire, and trust that the Lord will give us all we need to contend earnestly for the

faith that was once delivered to the saints, and will protect His church from being taken down by false

teachers.


