
Redeemer OPC, Hawaii

Study/Series: New Testament Overviews

Revelation

I. Introduction.

A. Theme of Revelation: The victory of Christ and His church over Satan and his helpers.  (Taken from

William Hendriksen, Survey of the Bible.)

B. Introductory Notes.

1. When it comes to Revelation, there are a number of hermeneutical approaches that end up

giving significantly different interpretations of the book.  There is the Dispensational

Premillennial approach that puts a presumptive, artificial grid on it and gives an interpretation

that is not plausible.  There are various Reformed approaches, too: historicist; idealist,

preterist, to name the major ones.  Each is categorical enough to allow for variations within. 

They do not attempt to lay a false doctrinal grid or construct on the text that predetermines

a desired interpretation, but seek to deal with the text exegetically and honestly.  That doesn’t

mean that doctrine doesn’t enter into interpretation; it does.  But interpretation should operate

according to the “Analogy of Faith.”  This means that all Scripture must be interpreted in a

manner that is consistent with the doctrinal system that the Bible itself, as a whole, teaches. 

Thus, it makes the doctrinal effect on interpretation a matter of internal consistency, as the

Word of God must and does have.  In this respect, the Analogy of Faith is like the Analogy

of Scripture, which says that Scripture interprets Scripture.

2. Note William Hendriksen’s statement of the book’s purpose.  “To comfort the militant church

in its struggle against the forces of evil.”  This is much in keeping with the statement heard

on many occasions that prophecy is given for the encouragement of the church.

3. In this approach to outlining Revelation, we will see seven divisions that parallel each other,

each of which spans the whole history between the first Advent and the second Advent, with



judgment and heaven to follow.  Each section progresses a little further into the future.  

The First Major Division of the Book.  Chapters 1-11.  This portion depicts the struggle of the church on earth: 1). 

the church persecuted by the world; 2).  the church avenged, protected, and victorious. 

II. The Christ-Indwelt Church in the World.  Chapters 1-3.

A. Christ Among the Seven Lampstands.  He indwells or inhabits His church.  This depicts seven

different states in which the church, in one place or another, may be found throughout history.

B. The Seven Churches of Revelation.  These were all real churches in that time in those places.  They

were also representative of various conditions of the church that can prevail within various portions

of the visible church at different times.  In our own day, it is clear that some denominations are, for

example, in the same condition as Laodicea; others, the church in Philadelphia.

1. Ephesus: doctrinally precise, but cold and loveless.

2. Smyrna: under satanic attack.

3. Pergammum: giving in to false teachers.

4. Thyatira: the immoral church.

5. Sardis: the dead church.

6. Philadelphia: the faithful church.

7. Laodicea: the compromising, luke-warm church.

III. The Church: Suffering Trial and Persecution.  Chapters 4-7.  This is given under the rubric of the seven seals. 

Note that chapter 5 depicts the coronation of Christ, the risen mediatorial King.

IV. The World: the Church Avenged, Protected, and Victorious.  Chapters 8-11.  Constructed with the rubric of

the trumpets.  Note one mode of progression from the preceding section: the seals of persecution bring about

the trumpets of God’s judgment.

The Second Major Division of the Book.  Chapters 12-22.  This gives the deeper spiritual background to the first

division of the book: Christ and the church are persecuted by the dragon (Satan) and his helpers.  Christ and the

church are victorious.

V. Christ Opposed by the Dragon and His Helpers.  Chapters 12-14.  This section uses the rubric of Christ and



the dragon.

VI. Christ: Final Wrath on the Impenitent.  Chapters 15-16.  This uses the rubric of the bowls.

VII. The Fall of Babylon and the Beast.  Chapters 17-19.  The world of fallen men with its fallen system and

culture, and the devil who is called the god of that world.

VIII. The Dragon’s Doom, with Christ and the Church Victorious.  Chapters 20-22.  Here we find the language

of consummation, both in judgment for those outside of Christ and glory for those in Christ by God’s grace.


